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The Lord Our Keeper.
l's. 121.

"Up t.o I.he hills I'll lift mine eyes;
0 wl1cnec shnll come mine nicl?
My help shnll from the Lord nrise,
Who hen,·cn and enrth hath mndc.
"He will not let t.hy foot be movecl;
'l'hy Keeper will not s leep.
Nor sleep nor slumber shnll He tnkc
" '7 ho dotli His Isrnel keep.
·
"'l'he Lord thy fnitbful Keeper is,
'.rhy shndc upon t.hy right.
'l'hc sun slmll smite thee not by cl:t~••
Nor yet the moon by night.
"'l'hc Lord shnll keep thee from nll ill,
'.rhc Lord thy soul wat ch o'er,
Shall keep thy going out nnd in,
Henceforth forevermore."

Comfort for the New Year.
".And when eight days were accomplished for
the circumcising of the Child, His nnme was called
J csus, which was so nnmed of the angel before He
was conceived in the womb/' Luke 2, 21.
This is the Gospel lesson for New Year's Day.
It is a short lesson, the shortest of the church year;
but it is foll of com:fo1·t for God's children as they
enter upon a new }leriod of time.
WHEN EIGHT DA.YB WERE .A.0001\lPLISHED. As
the years go by we pass from childhood to youth,
from youth to middle age, from middle age to old
age. We are subject to the changes of time. Of
this also the new year reminds us. But we-need
not feel sad. There is comfort in the words : ''When
eight days were accomp~ished." Eight days of the
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life of the Child born at Bethlehem as our Savior!
F or our sake the eternal Son of God took upon
Himself a perfect human nature nnd became subject to the changes
of time. He passed throuah
the
•
0
yenrs of infancy, of childhood, of youth, to mature
manhood. "The Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us." Of Him we read later on : "When He
was twelve yenrs old." Again we read: "Jesus increased in wisdom and stature." He that is from
all eternity entered into our changeful time. He
became true man, like unto us, "yet without sin."
rl'his He did because He loved us and desired tQ save
us. Through Him our time has become a time of
grace, and through faith in Him the path of our
changeful life becomes the path to everlasting life,
where tinie with all its changes shall be ·no more.
"Fon THE omOUl-[CISING OF THE CHILD." - we
are under the demands of God's holy Law, and as
we have not fulfilled these demands, we are also
under the curse of the Law; for it is written:
"Cursed is every one thnt continueth not in all
things which are written in the book of the La,v
to clo them I" Only with fear could we enter the
new _year, if• there were no redemption from the
threatenings and curse of the Law. We would have
to tremble as the slave trembles under the whip of
the cruel master. But there is redemption for us.
''When the fullness of the time was come, God sent
forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the
Law, to redeem them that ,vere under the Law,
that we might receive the adoption of sons," Gnl.
4, 4. 5. On the eighth day after His birth the
Child born at Bethlehem was circumcised according
to the Law of God. He was not subject to the.
Law; for He is the Lawgiver Himself. He took
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our plnce 1mder the Law to fulfill all righteousness
in our stead and to bear the cm·se which wns our
due. Thus He redeemed them that were uncle1· the
Law. "Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness to every one that bclieveth," Rom. 10, 4. Believing in Him, we need not fear the Law's threatenings and curse. Believing, in Him, we enter the
new year, not as trembling slaves, but us God's
happy chilclren, free from the boncluge ancl the curse
of the ~aw.

and directed ·by our heavenly Father who cares even
for the little sparrow :mcl who has numbered the
hairs of our head. Goel rules, ancl He rules all
things for the best of His children. "We know
that a.11 things work together for good to them that
love Goel, to them who arc the callecl acconling to
His purpose," Rom. 8, 28. So we need not worry,
but trust in God . . The future is il.1 His hands, and
it is· well. The path which He leads us may often
seem dark to us, but it is the best for our eternal·
welfare.

Hrs NAME w AS CALLED J Esus. - The thought
of our many sins committed in the past and the
thought that also in the new year we must confess:
"We daily sin much, nnd indeed deserve nothing
but punishment," may lie heavily upon us and clrive
away all joy. There could be no happiness for us
in the new year, if there were no forgiveness of sins.
But there is forgiveness of sins. When the Child
born at Bethlehem wns circumcised, His nn.mc was
called J csus. Jesus means Savior, ancl the angel,
speal-ing of that Child, said to Joseph : "1'hou shalt
call His name Jesus; for He shall sa,•e His people
from their sins." J e~us ! Savior! Blessed name !
"1'o Him gi,•e all the prophets witness, that through
His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive
1·emission of sins," Acts 10, 43. "Your s.ins are
forgiven you for His name's sake," 1 John 2, 12.
Jesus ! That name is a bottomless sea of love. We
cnst all our sins into it, nud they sink antl disappear
forever. Jesus! - pardon for sinners, rest for the
weary, peace for the troubled, life for the dying,
sah•ation for the lost !

"Whntcvcr God ordains is good!
Holy His will nuidcth ;
I will be still whntc'cr He cloth,
.Amt follow where He guiclcth,
He is my Goll;· t hough dn.rk Lhc road,
Ile knowcLh how to shield me,
Wherefore to Him .I yield me."

----•·--- - Jesus.

'!'he name Jesus means Savior, brjnging salvation to every one. Why this name was gi vcn t o
Christ is explained by the angel Gabriel, when he
said to Joseph (M:att. 1, 21) : "Thou shalt call His
mime Jesus, for He shall save His people :from their
sins." But the fact that He was thl~s "nu.med of: t he
a.ngcl before He was conceived in the womb" shows
that every one may )mow, that this uame was pleasing to Goel, iuasnrnch as God Himself has namctl
His Child by this name. Now let us give all diligence to learn the true meaning of this blessed
name; namely, tliat this child, ca.Ued Jesus, is a
Savior to deliver us, not. from the little worries -nml
"Jesus is the nnme we trensurc,
embarrassments of this present life, but from our
Nnme beyond whnt words cnn tell;
Nn.mc of glndness, nnme of plcnsurc,
worst and greatest misery and clistl'Css, namely,
Sn.,·ing us fro,il sin nud hell."
from our sins. 1'he world has kings aud emperors,
fathers and mothers, physicians, etc., but all those
WHICH WAS SO NAMED 01!' THE ANGJ~L DEl!'ORl~ arc poor saviors compared to Him who sa.vcs His
HE WAS CONCEIVED IN TI-m WOllCD. - As WC enter people from their sin. Whosoever, then, will accept
the new year we know not what it has in store for us. this Child as his J csus and Savior must look upon
lit may bring losses, and sorrows, and troubles, and Him in this light that He will help him, uot par:.
sickness, and death. But we need not fear and ticularly for ti1is present life, but from sin and
worry. God's children know that their lives are death unto everlasting life. It is true, where men
not governed by blind fate or cruel chance, but by will not or cannot help us in our bodily needs, Jesus
a most wise and merciful God. It was not by acci- will still be with us and assist us. But this is not
dent that the name Jesus was given to the Child His principal ancl particular office. It is this that
born at Bethlehem. Already before His conc~tion He helps us from sin, from everlasting cleath, ancl
and birth that name was directed to be given to. from the kingdom of the devil. Ancl for this nll
Him. As it was ordained in eternity that He sinners need Hin~. There are men who tell us:
should be Jesus, the Savior, so it was also directed Good works are, ancl are to be called, our Jesus. But
that He should be named Jesus. We may rest this is not true·: th.is Child alone is to be called by
assured that all the events of our lives are ordained this precious name. The Holy Ghost insists that
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this name be 1·esen •ed exclusively to this Child, that
is, that we should despair of our own and other
people's good works, and cling with uuwarnriug
faith alone to this Child who alone is entitled to
bear thi name Jesus. Auel it shall belong to Him
alone. - L ulhc'r.
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Ghost. The ~ oly Ghost called you, the Holy Ghost
cnJjghtenc<l you, the H oly Ghost sanctified you, and
the Holy Ghost hns hitherto kept you with J esus
Chr ist in the true faith. The whole work of your
sanctification fro m beginning to end is the .work
of the Holy Spirit.
But not in you only bas the H oly Ghost wro11ght
Epiphany.
this work, for ITe caps, gathe1·s, enlightens, and
sanctifies the whole Christian Church on ear th, and
E piphany means manifestation, appca1·ing, or keeps it wHh Jesus Clu·ist in the one true faith.
showing forth. The Epiphany :festival is celebr ated T hat which the Holy Ghost has wrought in you H e
on the 6th of Januat·y, the twelfth clay after Cluist- has wrought in every true Christian. E very true
mns, in commemoration of the manifestation of the believer can say with you: The Holy Ghost has
Savior t o the wise men who came from a distant called me by t he Go.spel, enlightened me with His
co1mtry iu the East to find the new-born King of gifts, sauctifiecl aucl kept me in the true faith.
· the J ews. They were led by a wonderful sta1· to
i\Iark well, evet·y true Christian can say this ;
Bethlehem, where they found the Savior, and wor- no one else. He that is not a believer cannot truthshiped H im, an d presented H im wi th their gifts. fully speak these words. Why not ? • Is the Holy
'l' hese wise mcu were not meml1ers of the Jewish Ghost not willing to work all this in every heart?
nation like the shepherds to whom the angel brought Certainly He is willing; for the Scriptures tell us
the message of the Savior's bir th in the holy Christ- that God desires to perfor m this gracious work in
mas night, but Gen tiles, member s of a heathen every man.
nation. The :fact that the ncw-boru Savior was
. God's Word tells us, 1 Pct. 3, 9: " T he Lord is
manifested, or made ]mown, not only to the J ewish not willing that any should perish, but that all
shepherds, but also to these Gentiles from a heathen shoulcl come to repentance." 1 Tim. 2, 4 we are
country, proves that Jesus is the Savior, not of one told : " God will have all men to be saved, and to
nation or people only, but of all nations, of all come unto the knowledge of the truth." And Ezek.
people. H e is t he Savior of all sinners, be they 33, 11 the Lord affirms this with an oath: "As I
Jews or Gentiles. He is t he Savior of the world. live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the
Therefore the Epiphany festival is the mission- death of the wicked, 'but that the wicked turn from
ary :festival of the church, reminding us of our his way and live." What could be plainer than
dut-y to preach the Gospel to every creature. All these passages of Scriptme ! Here God tells us that
tn1e Christians must be missionaries. How could H~ is not willing that any should perish; that ~e
it be otherwise? A Christian sincerely believes the desires all to repent; that He would have all to
good news that we have a Savior who has deliverecl be saved by coming to the knowledge of the truth.
us from sin and everlasting woe, and .he cannot Here God swears by His own life that He wishes
but have a longing to make this good ne,".S k-nown the ungoclly to turn from his way and live. Is. 65, 2
to all whom it concerns. If you believe that you are the Lord cleclnres: " I have sp1·ead out my hands
saved by the grace of the Savior born at Bethlehem, all the day unto a rebellious people." Here the Lord
. and that millions a1·e perishing because they have speaks of the rebellious, of those who heed not His
not the Gospel which was meant for them as well Worcl, whom the Bible calls stiffnecked and unciras for you, you will do what you can that they, too, cumcised in heart and ears, and asserts positively
may hear the Gospel of Jesus in whom alone there that He stands all the day with outstretched hands,
longing to clraw them unto Jesus and His kingdom
is salvation - salvation for all.
and to make them eternally happy. Jesus says to
Nicoclenrns, John 3, 16 : "God so loved the world
Why Are Not All Men Saved?
that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever
That you ha~e been called out of darkness and believeth in H im should not perish, but have everenlightened with the knowledge of Jesus Christ, · lasting life." God loved the world, not -only some
that day af ter day you strive against sin and make persons, but all humanity; and to save the world,
progress in holiness, and that you have hitherto the whol'e world, every man, woman, and child, He
been able to battle victoriously against the devil, gave His Son, and whosoever believeth i:n this Son
world, and flesh, - all this is the work of the Holy shall not perish, but have everlasting life.
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But why is it, t hen, that not all are saved, since
the whole work of snnctifi.cation is the work of God
and He wishes all to be saved ? Why is it that the
Gospel has not the same success in all ? If God
really wnnts to save all, and He alone can save, why
are some saved and others not, why c1o some accept
the Gospel and others refuse it? The answer which
God's Word gives us, - and, of course, it alone cn.n
give a reliable answer, - is, that they who are lost
are lost by their own fault, because they obstinately
resist the Word and the Spirit of God. While the
Gospel is the power of God unto salvation, it is n ot
irresistible, that is, its pui·pose may be 1>reventcd
by obstinate resistance. 'rhus Stephen says, Acts
7, 51: "Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in hear ts
and ears, ye c1o always resist the Holy Ghost ; as
your fathers did, so do ye." The Jews, in resisti~g
the preaching of the Gospel, resisted the Holy Ghost
who works through the Gospel. And what the Jews
did, others have done and still do. Wherever the
Gospel is preached there are those who obstinately
resist the gracious working of the Holy Spirit.
The obstinate resistance of the Jews caused
Christ to cry out, Matt. 23, 37: "O Jerusalem, J erusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest
them which are sent unto thee, how often would I
hav~ gathered thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye
would not !" · Jerusalem prevented the blessed purpose of the Gospel by obstinately resisting the gracious will of God. The power of the Gospel not
being irresistible, man by his obstinacy prevents the
gracious purpose God desires to effect by its means.
Let us, then, hold fast to these trutl1s: Man's
salvation is wholly the work of the Holy Spirit;
God desires all men's salvation; those who are lost
are lost by their own fault. God desires to work
faith in the hearts of all men, He wishes to keep
them in the faith and to make them eter.q.ally happy.
To this end God earnestly and sincerely offers His
grace to all men in the Gospel. Therefore it .is not
the fault of God, but of those who obstinately reject
God's offer of grace, if they do not receive God's
grace or do not endure unto the end. On the other
hand, that we have become God's children and have
endured in the faith till now is not because we are
better than others, or were by nature more willing
to accept the divine offer of grace, but the cause is .
to be found solely in the grace of God and in the
merits of Jesus Christ. Whoever, therefore, is lost
is not lost because God does not want to save him
(for God wants all men to be saved), but he is lost

by his own fault; not because God has excluded
him, but because he has excluded himself; not because God's grace was not offered him, but because
he refused to accept the .offer of God's grace. He,
however, that is savecl owes it alone to God's grace
in Christ. These truths are briefly hut plainly
e::-q>ressed by God Himself, H os. 13, 9 : "0 Israel,
thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thine
help." The cause of salvation is in .God, the cause
of damnation lies in man ; salvation is God's work
from beginning to end, damnation js man's own
fault from beginning to end.
"It is Thy work alone
T hat now I am con\'erted,
T hy power o'er Satan's work
I n me Thou hast nsser ted;
T hy mercy_ Umt doth reach
Unto t he clouds, 0 Lord,
Did brenk my stony heart
By Thine own might.y \Vorel."

F. J. L.

A Lesson.
An English lord had in his ser vice a Christia.n
gardener, who was very fond of a beautiful flower
which grew in the center of his garden. One morning the gardener appeared gloomy and downcast.
His lord asked the reason. "0," said he, through
broken sobs, "death came Inst night and took my
little daughter. It hns broken my heart. I cann ot
see why God should so afflict me as· to t ake my
only child.''
In the gardener's absence the lord transplanted
his favorite flower and put it in his own room. The
gardener soon made his appearance, still· more depressed. "Some one has stolen our beautiful flower,"
he said, mournfully. "Come into my room," 1·eplied the lord, "ana let me teach you a lesson.
There is your flower - or rather, is it not mine,
simply trusted to your care? I have brought it into
my presence that I may better enj(?y its beauty and
fragrance."
The gardener saw the lesson, took comfort, and
repined no more.

God's Word and Our Faith.
The Word pictures to us the mercy and goodness of God; and faith makes us cling to this Word
and keep to it with all confidence. - Luther.

The Lutheran Pioneer.
One Day at a Time.
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"Lord Jesus, who dost love me,

• I . .,,.
Christians should
0 spread 'l 'hy wings above me,
..
not borrow trouble
.Ancl shield me from alarm!
from the morrow, but
'l'ltough Sn.tan would devour me,
Let angel-guards s ing o'er me:
bear their cross si mply
''!'his child of God shall meet no ha.rm!'"
for the day, remembering their Savior's
words : "'rake therefore no thought for
the morrow, for the
morrow shall take
thought for the thu1gs
of itself. Sufficient
w1to the day is the
evil thereof." This
living day by day,
trnsting in the promise : "As thy day, so
,.. .. =---··
shall thy strength be,"
wm make yom burden easier and will spa.re you
"What?" asked grandma.
the harrowing thoughts of worry and anguish by
"Go, a~d tell Jesus," said Jessie; "that is what
which you make your own life and the lives of I would do.''
others miserable. Life does not come to us all at
"Perhaps He would not cure me," said grandone time; it comes· only a day at a time. Do not mother.
"Then He would give you strength to say, 'Thy
wor1·y about the future, which is in God's hands,
but lighten your burden by carrying it a day at a will be done,' and then you ·would not mind it,
time. "Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof." grandma," said the dear little girl.
A Christian lady had met with a very serious
accident, which made a painful operatjon necessary
Waiting for the Boatman.
and kept her in bed for many months. When the
doctor bad :finished his work and was about taking
I nm waiting by the river
his leave, the sick woman asked,
On the quiet, peaceful shore I nm watching for the boo.tmnn;
"Doctor, how long shall I have to lie here helpSoon he'll come to waft me o'er.
less?"
Then the boat will glide so swiftly,
"Oh, only one day at-a time," was the cheery
And the Pilot kind and true
Will not lcnvc me in the darkness,
answer.
He will steer me softly through.
. Many times during the weary weeks of sickness
did the doctor's answer recall to the woman's mind
Though dark clouds surround the river,
And the breakers loudly ronr,
her Savior's words: "Sufficient unto the -day is the
Sweetly come the songs of angels
evil thereof," and the comforting promise : "As thy
From that far-oil" spirit shore.
day, so shall thy strength be.''
And I catch bright gleams of beauty
•

!-

/·

:}

\: <(~ ·-/~~:~,-.. .~ ·-~~-

".As thy dn.y thy strength shall be I
'l'his should be enough for t.hcc;
He who knows thy fro.me will spare
Dur<lcns more thnn thou canst bcnr."

"Thy wm Be Done."
"What would you do, if I in -t he new year would
become blind?" said grandmother, rubbing her eyes.
"I'll tell you what to do, grandma," said little
Jessie, jwnping up from her Christmas playthings.

. From 11. city wondrous fair
Looming just beyond the river,
Many friends are gathered there.
Many loved ones have crossed over,
They have reached the other side,
'1.\vas the Pilot's hand that steered them
Through the wa.ters dark and wide.
There are rays of golden sunshine
Falling on the peaceful shore
As I'm waiting for the boatman,
Till he comes to wnft me o'er.
EaTJIEB PE'l'EBaON,

6

I

The Lutheran Pioneer.
~•Only a Few Days More."

A merchant was hurrying one stormy New
Year's morning through n. strange city, thinkjng
of his heavy losses in the past ycnr, when his attention was arrcstccl by a hoarse voice: "Matches! :flue
matches! two boxes for a fip !" Ho turnccl ancl
saw on the street corner, before n little staud, au
olcl colorecl man bracing himself agninst the wind.
His hnir wns ns white as the snow falling at his feet,
but be hod n. good, pleasant face, and the strnuger
stopped to buy matches. While passing over the
change, be kindly asked the olcl man whether the
cold dicl not prove too much !or him. He replied
that be was quite used to it, having made his living
for many ycnrs by selling matches. He grew quite
talkative and spoke of his humble cabin in which .
be lmd lived seventeen years, always content. with
the little he had.
The gentleman, who for many years hacl found
his own comfort in the Gospel of Christ, could not
pass on without expressing a hope that the poor
old man had something beyond this world to cheer
him. At this the old man's face lighted up, and
he said that he had - that his trust was in Jesus,
the Savior of sinners, and that through God's Word
he was sure of everlasting rest and happiness as
soon as his little toil here was ended. He smiled
as he added, in the same husky tone, "Only a few
days more, sir, only a few days more I"
As the merchant went on bis way, a change
passed over him. His cares were gone. As a Christian he had wished to tench the poor old colored
man, but he had taken away more than he gave.
He had learned the lesson of contentment and of
sure hope, and this filled bis heart with joy when
far away. He could see with a brighter eye the
peace and joy awaiting him in the e~rnnl_ home,
and when sorrows came, he would think of that
poor old colored man and would say to himself,
"Only a few days more, only a few days more I"

Father llltohell's Opinion.
Under the leadership of Prof. Booker T. Washington a conference of colored men is held annually
at Tuskegee, Ala., the home of Mr. Washington's
great Industrial College. At one of these conferences an address was delivered by "Father" Jr!itchell, a gray-haired colored farmer, in the course
of which he gave utterance to the following interesting remarks, as reported in The Colored Amori-

can: -

"I tan]( Goel I is livfo' yet. . . . I is a harclworkin' mnn. I'sc got sons and daughters. . . .
De nio-act· race cnn make de best people in cle world.
co
'
J est allow me to ·cull you 11iggers, case you se nll
black. We cnn get ln11d if nny people cnn. We
knows how to work and make a happy home nntl
a good school. I has learnecl more in de last five
years ·since desc conferences stnrtecl, clan I ever
k11owecl before in all my sixt.y years....
"De people don't count ns much ou religion as
dey ought. Religion is 11 mighty nice thing if you
use it right. It takes n piou man to li rn religion.
. . . De longer clc world stan ds clc wiser it grows.
Some of om people is get.tin' too wi. c. iUnny likes
to dance too much. De jail-house is iull and we is
runnin' excursions. We hollers nnd shou ts too
much, ancl jumps like we was crnzy. Our cht\rchcs
is plumbfull of hypocrites. If a.. mnn preaches clc
pure Gospel, cley don't want to hear it. . . . Dey
tinks more of n bad parson clan dey does ob a good
one. You let n man preach clc true Gospel an' he
won' t git many nickels in his pocket; but if he
hollers 1md jumps he gits all de nickels be can
hold, and chickens besides. . . .
"Now, Mr. President, I fotch you 11 hog yesterday to help feed clis conference. I hoped to sec
eio-ht
or nine in cle pen, but mine is de only one."
0
There is homespun truth in ''Father Mitchell's"
remarks. What he says about the 'ivorld getting
wiser, must, of course, be spelled to read: Some few
people in the w9rlcl are getting wiser, while the
great majority is gl'Owing more foolish, the longer
the world stands. But this aged colo1·ed father cleserves to be heeded by his race.
There ought to be a million "Father Mitchells"
among the colored people of the South, for if there
were, many things would be better than they are.
K.K.

A Christian Farmer.
I kno,v. of a Christian farmer that wanted to
sell a cow, but could not agree with the purchaser
on the price. The latter considered it too high and
swore that he could not pay so much. ''If you cannot give it, well and good," sa.id the farmer, ''but
you should not take God's name in vain on that
account!" The purchaser laughed, resumed his
haggling, but finally ngrcecl to pay the p1·ice that
the owner had nsked. "No," said the latter now,
"you cannot have my cow; I do n~t want to be the
cause of your swearing falsely." And to this he
adhered.-Excha1,ge.

-
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NOTES.

A N.Ew V0Lu11rn. - With this number we becrin
b
a new volume of the LOTl:IERAN PIONEER. Fo1·
~wc~ty-s:v~n years our little monthJy has been paymg its v1s1ts wherever people were willing to invite
them. It has, in its humble way, contributed Hs
share to the advancement of Christ's kingdom. We
thank Goel for blessing the work clone in weakness.
l\fay He bless our little PIONEER again iu the new
yea~·• opening cloors ancl hearts for his testimony
as 1t shall seem good in His sight.
A Goon WdRK. - From papers kindly sent to
~1s we are glad to sec that the good woTk of proviclmg a Lutheran sanitarium for consumptives, at
Denver, Colo., h as been successful. A huge, beautifully situatecl health farm with the necessary
buildings a.ud with the best, most comfortable and
convenient tents has been secured, where the sick
enjoy the best of care, not only as to their bodily,
but also as to their spiritual welfare.
IMl'ROVING. - We are glad to learn from the
same pn.pers that the Rev. L. B. Thalley, om· colo1·ed
missiona1·y of Spring.field, Ill., who has been a
patient at the Lutheran Sanitadum at Denver for
some time, is doing well. . The paper says: "'rhc
doctor finds him very much improved, and expects
him, iu n very few mouths, to be in 1·obust health."
l\Iay Goel continue to bless our Lutliemn Sanitarium, ai1~l may He raise up :friends of the ca.use
who will with their gifts help along and enlarge the
-good work done for the sick at Denver.
·
A ToucruNG ScENE. - On Robben Island, on
the coast of South Africa, there is a,settlement o.f
African Ie1Jers, among whom missionaries arc doing
a blessed work. The Bible House at Cape 'l'own
supplies such Scriptures as are neeclecl fo1· these
poor sufferers who m·c stricken with the clreaclful
disease of leprosy. A visitor to the islaucl thus describes a. touching scene witnessecl iu one of the
hospitals: "Go into tl1c wards of the hospitals; on
one couch lies a leper whose hands are gone, ancl
before him an open Bible. He has reached the
bottoiu of the page but ·cannot turn it over; and
one who can walk, but is a.lso without hands, takes
another who l1as lost his feet, on his back, and carries him to the first to tUI"n over the leaf."

MY FATHER KNows. - Some years ago, in one
of the schools of a large city, while the school was
in session, !1- transom window fell out with a crash.

.
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By some means the cry of "fire" was raised and a
terrible panic ensued. The scholars rushed into the
street, shrieking in wHcl dismay. 'fhc alarm extended to_the teachers, one of whom, a young lady,
actually JUmpccl from the window. Among hundreds of ch:ilclrcn with whom the building was
crowclccl, was one girl; who, through all the -frightful
scene, maintainccl entire composure. The color, indeed, forsook her checks; her lips quivered; the
tears stoocl in her eyes; but she movecl not. After
01·cler had been 1·estorcd, aucl hc1· companions had
been b1·ought back to their places, the question was
askccl her how she came to sit so still, without apparent alarm, when crnrybocly else was in such a
fright. ":My father," said she, "is a fireman, and
knows what to do in such a case, and he told me
ii thct·e was nu alarm of Jit-c in the school, I must
just sit still." What a beautiful illustration of
faith ! " l\iy. father tolcl me so, and my father
knows!"
_ _ _ _...,.____

Letter from New Orleans.

~
~

~

~t

DEAR EDITOR QI,' TUE PIONEER: So many helpful articles have appeared in the
ProNEE~ that_I £~cl ~hat the c~use of the Lutheran ~ ~ d
church Ill tlus city JS advancmg with every issue
~
o.f the _pap~t·. Am_ong the colored people there is O rn uj
a growmg mtcrcst m the teachings of the Lutheran
church, ancl the mo1·e it is hea1·d aucl understood, ~ ~ O
the better ancl the stronger grows the faith among ~ 0 ...:I
us that the Lutheran church is destined to lead the
~
g1·eatest host of all into the kingdom which Christ ~ o en
Jesus. purchnsccl with His precious blood shed for ~ Z
mankmcl. For twenty-seven years I have been a
0
member of the Lutheran church, and every succeedO
ing yenr of my membe1·ship finds me a better Lu- ~
thcran than 1 was the preceding year, with a firmer
faith thnt I am blessed in being one of the flock.
~
With the :force in- charge of the mission work
in New Orleans working as hard as they have during the recent years to reach and to teach the lowly
among the ignored people of our race, I feel that
the future is bright with prospects for a· glorious
cvaugelizatiou in ,t his city. I pray that the PIONEER
may keep on placing bef01·e the people good, instructive, and helpful reading matter, to the end
that the sermons of our ministers from the pulpit
may luwe the assistance and cooperation of a handmaid that we are always glad to welcome in our
homes.
With best wishes,
WrLHELllINA. HosBA.ND.
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The Lutheran Pioneer.
News from New Orleans.

The yellow fever in this city is again a thing of
the past, thank God ! Among our colored Lutherans only three cases were reported, ancl no death.
Of course, the genei:nl business· depression incident to the quarantine regulations considerably
cut down the earnings of many of om people.
Nevertheless, when Thanksgi"ing Day ca.me, our
three congregations, together with their respective
Sunday schools, took up special co'llections with
gratifying results, St. Paul's Church reporting
$30.00, Bethlehem $21.00, and Mount Zion $40.00.
Our schools, which, pursuant to precautionary
measures on the part of the health authorities, did
not open their doors until the beginning· of November, are well filled with pupils. St. Paul's School
has 250 children enrolled and employs four teachers;
Bethlehem School has 155 pupils, with two teache1·s
besides the pastor, and Mount Zio~ about 190 children under two teachers. Luther College reports
an attendance of 43 students, who are in charge of
Rev. Dir. F. J. Lankenau, assisted by Prof. R. A.
Wilde and Mr. E. Gross, a student of our Seminary
at St. Louis.
Prof. E. R. Vix, who, during the latter part of
the summer, had sufiered with a. sevei·e and extremely painful inflammation of the right hand,
is again at his desk in Mount Zion School, ancl
though compelled to do all his writing with his left
hand, hardly able in fact to usc the other, he manages his eighty-odd pupils with his usual skill and
good results.
The general spirit in our congregations and
schools is one of encouraging progress and promising hope. . May the Lord continue to bless us !
. K. K.

Work In Faith.
Many a man put in the seed who never saw the
harvest, just as many another brought home ripe
sheaves on which he bestowed no labor save that
of the sickle. The worker for Christ, therefore, is
to work in faith, expecting the divine hand to secure
the result. He has abundant reason to belie"e that
good is done of which he has no knowledge, and will·
have none until the great day. It may be necessary
to his own spiritual .welfare that he should be kept
in this ignorance. And certainly he renders no small
honor to the Master when he perseveres in the face
of all discouragements.
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Salvation in Christ.
" Whnt h nd I been if T hou wcr t not ?
What we re I now if T hou wcr t gone?
A ng uish nnd fcnr were then my lot,
Jn this wide world I stood alone;
\Vhntc'er I loved were sa fe no more,
'l'he fu Lnre were n. dnrk nbyss.
To whom could I my sorrows pou r,
J£ Thee my lnden hear t should ,_n iss?
" T hou loving Savior strong and kind,
Redeemer from t.11e bonds of sin,
Jn T hee I mny salvation find
'l'hn.t sets my hen.rt nt pence wit hin.
T hon openest heaven once more to men,
T he soul 's true home, Thy kingdom, Lord ;
And I cnn t rust nnd hope ngnin,
And know myself n. child of God.
"DrcLhre n, go forth beside nil wnys,
T he wnmlcrer greet with outstretched hnnd,
J\nd cnll him bnck who dnrkly strays,
A nd bid him join our gladsome bnnd.
Hc:wcn now hath stooped t o cnrth below!
Proclnim t he glnd news e,•erywhere!
'l.'hat nil may learn our foith and know
T hey, too, nmy find nn en t rnnce there."

Salvation Prepared.
:M:an is dead in trespasses and sin and cannot
himself prepare snlYntion. If God had not prepared
sah•a.tion for hirn, man would be lost forever. But,
blessed be God, salvation has been prepared. It has
been prepared by God Himself, who sent His onlybegobten Son into the world for the salvation of
sinners. In Him salvation has oeen prepared, for
He is "the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin
of the world." Therefore His birth in Bethlehem
was thus made known by the angel : ''Unto you is
bom a Savior." Eight days later., when the Child

No. 2.

was circwncisccl, H is name was called Jesus according to God's direction : " Thou shalt call His nanle
Jesus; for He shall saYe H is people from their
sins." And when six weeks after His birth the
Child Jesus was brought to the temple to be presented to the Lord according to the Law, the aged
Simeon, who had been waiting for the promised salvation, took the Child Jesus in his arms and joyfully
said, " Lord, now lettest ·Thou Thy servant depart
in pence; for mine eyes· have seen Thy salvation,
which 'l'hou hast prepared before the face of all
people." With the eye of faith he saw in Jesus
salvation prepared by God H imself, salvation from
sin, death, and hell. This drove away all fear, and
filled his heart with joy, and gave him the firm
assurance of pence and life everlasting.
·
S~meon was "a just and devout man;" but he
clill not seek salvation in his own pious life and
good works. He trusted only in the salvation preparecl by God in Jesus. In Him salvation is prepared, and in Him ,alone. "Neither is there salvation in any other," says the Bible. Those who seek
salvation in their own works or in the works of
saints deceive themselves, as well as do those who
try to add something of their own to the salvation
which is in Jesus. Salvation in Jesus has been prepared by God Himself. God does not do anything
by halYes. The salvation which He bas prepared
is a perfect and free salvation, e.uctly suited to the
need of every sinner. The aged Simeon taking the
Christ-child up i:Q. his arms in true faith; and the
outcast woman, weeping at the feet of Jesus; and
the chief of publicans, welcoming the Savior to his
heart and home; and the dying thief looking in
faith to the Crucliied One, found salvation prepared
in Him, and rejoiced.
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This sal"ation has been prepared also for you ;
for it is prepared for all sinners. Simeon plainly
says of this salvation : ''Wbicli Thou hast preparecl
before .the face of all people; a light to lighten the
Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel." Goel
"will have all men to be saved." He therefore has
prepared salvation for all people, for Jews and Gentiles; for they all need this salvation. It is the
sinner's only help from sin, death, ancl hell. Let
us therefore take heed that we do not exclude ourselves by our unbelief from the salvation which Goel
in His great love has prepared in His Son Jesus,
and which He faithfully offers to us all in the
Gospel. Let us also help to bring the Gospel to
those who still sit in the darln1ess of sin and in the
shadow of death and know not the salvation prepared in Christ Jesus for all people.

Sins Forgiven.
The moment the sinner believes in Jesus he has
forgiveness of all sins; for of Jesus it is written:
"In whom we ha,•e redemption through His bloocl,
the forgi"eness of sins, according to the riches of
His grace," Eph. 1, 7.
God has removed the believer's sins entirely.
"As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He
removed our transgressions from us," Ps. 103, 12.
He has cast them behind His back. "Thou hast
cast all my sins behind Thy back," Is. 38, 17.
They are cast into the depths of the sea. "Thou
wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sen,"
Micah 7, 19.
They are all forgi"en. "Having forgiven you
all trespasses," Col. 2, 13.
They shall be remembered no more. "Their sins
and iniquities will I remember no more," Hebr.
10, 17.
The believer-is cleansed from sins so completely
as if they never existed. "The blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanseth us from all sin," 1 Jolm 1, 7.
''Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to
,vhom the Lord will not impute sin," Rom. 4, 7. 8.
The happy believer may joyfully sing:
"'Clean every whit' - Thou said'st it, Lord;
Shall one suspicion lurk!
Thine, surely, is a perfect Word
And Thine a flniahed work."

WB are not to cling to the gifts, but to Him
alone who gave them. - Luth(!f'.
'

Of the Church.
'l'he Holy Ghost has called, enlightened, sanctified, and kept me in the true .faith. But not only
in me has the Holy Ghost wTought this gracious
work ; for "He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Chmch on earth, and
keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith."
That which the Holy Ghost has wrought in me He
has also effectecl in others. The whole number of
those whom the Holy Gho. t calls, gathers, enligh tens, sanctifies, and keeps with J esus Christ in
the one true faith constitutes the Christian Church,
of which we confess: " I believe in the holy Christiau Church, the communion of saints."
CHuRcu Is. .
'l'he word Olmrch is not always usecl in the same
sense. Often it is 11 ed to designate a building
where people gather fot· clivine worship; sometime:
it designates the cli viue worship itself; and at other
times it is used to name the congregation of people
that gather ill" a certain building for divine service.
If I should say, "St. Paul's Church is in Annette
Street," I would be referring to a. certain buiiding
used for di"ine sc1·vice. Were I to ask you, "Diel
you go to church this morning?" my purpose in so
asking would be to find out whether you had attended divine worship. I:f I heard somebody say,
"'l'rinity Church is very rich," I woulcl know that
Teference was macle to a certain congregation, or
religious organization, having its own pastor ancl
meeting together for divine wo1·ship. A large munber of congregations having the same faith is au:;o
collecti"ely called a church; ns for example, the
Lutheran Church, the Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church, etc. Then, again, the whole number of people belonging to all the different Christian
church denominations, all people claiming to be
Christians, are spoken of as the Church.
In none of these senses, however, is the word
Ohm·ch used in the 'l'hird Article. This is plainly
to be seen from the explanation which the Article
itself gi"es when it defmes the Church as "the communion of saints." The Church is composed of
saints. Aud who is a saint? A saint is one whom
the Holy Ghost through the Gospel has called from
darkness to light, who believes in Christ, and by
such faith is sanctified and embodied in Christ; in
short, a saint is a true believer. The Church is
"the congregation of saints; that is, all Christendom, the whole number of all believers; for only
believers, and all believers are members of the
WnAT :i:HE
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Church." 'l' he true believers, the true Christians,
constitute the ChUl'ch. By faith in Christ, the
Savior of sinners, a man becomes a member o.f the
Church, wherefore a person lacking this faith is
outside the pale of the Christian Church.
According to ScripL-ure the Church is Cln-ist's
body filled by Clu-ist, its Head, with spiritual life.
But only the believers are 1mitcd with Cluist as
members of His body, since they who have not
Christ's Sphit are not His own. 'l'he Church is
also called God's habitation and temple, but God
dwells in mau's heart only by faith in Christ. Only
the mau that accepts the Gospel through which God
comes to him cau be God's temple aud habitation.
'l'he Sc1·iptm es also tell us t hat t he Church is composed o:f the children o:f God; but we become God's
children only by faith in Chr ist Jesus. Eph. 2,
19-22 mentions Christ expressly as the cornerstone
of the Chmch. But ii Cln-ist, according to H is
person, office, and work, is t he :fou11clation on which
His Church is built, it follows that only those who
believe in Christ cau be the Chm-ch, since no one
can be built on Chr ist, unless he believe in Him.
'l'he above-named passage also speaks of the
Church as a city, and calls the members of the
Chu1·ch " fellow-citizens with the saints.'' The
Chmcb is a city whose citizens may be bond or free,
rich or poor, kings or beggars, yet they all have
equal gif ts, equal rights, and equal privileges, all
being fellow-citizens of Zion, the city of God. The
Clu-istians are of the "household of God." The
Church :forms one great family, o.f which God is
the F ather and the believers are the brethren and
sisters. No matter how scattered the believers may
be, whether they live in America, Europe, Asia,
Africa, or Australia, by faith they have become
God's children, and together with all other Christians they constitute God's household, "the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints."
And if it be asked through whom the Church is
built, through whom men a1·e born anew into the
family of God, we .are told: The Holy Ghost calls,
gathers, enlightens, sanctifies, and keeps the whole
Christian Church on earth. The second chapter of
Acts relates how the Holy Spirit began this wprk
of upbuilding the Church on the first day of P entecost by the preaching of the Gospel. On that day
Peter and the other apostles proclaimed the Gospel,
and three thousand souls were added to the Church.
Since then the good work has been continued, more
and more have been born anew into the family of
God, and the boundaries of God's kingdom have
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become enlarged. Wherever the blessed Gospel is
proclaimed the Holy Ghost adds new souls unto the
Church, enlightening, sanctifying, and keeping them
unto liie everlasting.
F. J. L.
Read Your Bible.
At the great thauksgi,ring meeting, recently held
by the British and Foreign Bible Society, one of the
speakers told of a child who, pointing to the Bible,
asked her mother, " Diel you not say that book was
God's book ?"
"Yes, dea1·,'' said the mother.
" Then," said the child., "do you not think we
had better send it home, as we never read it?"
There are too many that have the Bible in their
home, but never read it. Do you read the Bible?
'l'hc Savior says, " Search the Scriptures; for in
t hem ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they
which testiiy of me," John 5, 39.

Faith and Love.
Faith and love make the whole essence of the
Clu-istian man. Faith receives, love gives. Faith
brings man to God, love brings him to his fellowmen. Through faith he receives the benefits of
God, through love he becomes the benefactor of men.
Have faith and love, and abide therein, and you
'have everything, and are able to do everything. All
,other things will teach themselves and adjust themselves. - wlher.

Condemned by God's Law.
When the Law shows us what we ought to do,
it does not follow that we are able to do it. True,
we arc bound to love God with all our heart, etc.,
and our neighbor as ourselves. But there is not a
man on this eartl1 who nets up to this standard. The
very opposite is the case. Therefore this very Law
declares us all to be sinners. -wtl,er.

True Love.
True love abhors whatever is evil and rebukes it,
though it be found in father, mother, brother, sister,
or whoever it may be. It does not mind how near
our friend, how useful his favor, how honorable his
society, how threatening the enemy. - Luther.
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Faithful unto Death.

The Parson's Reply.

I n 1S64 a regiment of Confederates :from South
Carolina was m:u·ching north to join Lee. While
in N01·th nrolinn, they camped one day on t wo
opposite hills, beLwccn which a. road ran. An old
country parson lived in that neighborhood. Early
the next morning the pl'eacher mounted his mule
nncl trotted clown the road which r an through the
camp. He was a veI'Y old man, with a stern face
and long, white beard, which, taken with his white
hair, gave him an appearance clecidcclly patriarchal.
The soldiers seeing him on his mule coming clown
the roau clcciclctl to have omc fun
wj th the pnr:;on.
"Hullo, fellows, here come.
Father Abraham!" called one of
them to a comrade, a the old man
rode between them.
"No, he isn' t," shoutccl back the
other ; "he's F ather J acob !
• 'rhe old parson stopjJccl aucl
shook his finger at the laughi ng
soldiers. "I nm neither Father
Abraham nor Father Jacob I" he
cried. A knot of soldiers gathered
about him.
"Well, who are you then?" cried
his tormentor. "It is no use for
you to deny that you are ou t of the
Old Testament somewhere."
'l'he old preacher rose in his
stirrups, and waving hfa hand t oward the soldiers he roarecl : ''Yes,
I am out of the Old Testament sure
enough. I' m Saul, the son of Kish,
looking for his father's asses, and
Simeon and the Child J'e1u1, Luke 2, 26-82.
I've found them!'
Then followed the cruel command : "Pull your
The mocking soldiers were silenced by the strikcap over your eyes, lad I Soldiers, prepare to fire !" ing reply and never again molested the old parson.
For a ·moment the soldiers hesitated, but their We were told that some of them even listened atleader's face was stern. The boy never flinched. tentively to his preaching in the evening.
He was not afraid to face death, or taste its bitterness, because he knew he would pass through death
A Corean's Bible Knowledge.
into the joyful presence of the Savior who loved him
and who redeemed him with His holy, precious
Robert E. Speer, in one of his Bible addresses,
blood and with His innocent suffering and death. told of a meeting which he had had with some
He thought of His Savior's words: "Be thou faith- Corean Christians, who had known the Gospel but ·
ful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life!' a few years. Among them was a blind man
"I will not cover my eyes," the boy said, firmly. who manifested great familiarity with the Bible.
"I will look you in the face ~ you must look me in Mr. Spi:er said to these Corean Christians:
the face at the great judgment day!'
"Now, you know that not everybody in America
Another moment, and he lay shot through the believes in this Gospel. The majority of the people
heart, but his spirit was with the Lord who gave it. in our country are not followers of Jesus, and as

In a time of great darkness, when people dic.l not
enjoy liber ty of conscience, a party of soldiers, under
a very cruel leader, were one day riding along a
road in Scotland, when they met a lad carrying a
book. When asked what book he had, the boy replied with a fearless upward glance, "The Bible!'
"Throw it into the ditch I" shouted the fierce
commander.
"No," said the boy, "it is God's Word."
A second order to throw away the book only
made the boy to grasp his treasure more firmly.
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to this "Bible, there are a great many who do not
Example of Thankfulness.
believe in i t; and some day they will come here and
they will tell you these t hings. Is your faith in
Look ! 'l' hc room is clean, even airy. A. bright
Christ and this Bible depe11Cleu t on yom· belief that li ttlsi fire burns in the grate, and in a four~post bed
a great nation, mightier aud wiser than yon, be- you sec sitti11g up a woman of sixty-four years of
lieves in Clu-ist ancl the Bible ? Or docs it 1·cst on age, wi th her handf, fold ed and contracted, and her
other grounds? What will you say when men come whole bocly cr ippled and curled together as the
ancl question yonr faith in Christ and H is Word?" ,li case cramped it, ancl rheumatism has fixed it,
The1·e was a yonDg man sitting clown on the for twenty-eight years. Fo1· sixteen oi these years
ilo01·, who had been blind from his early childhood, she hns not movcrl from her heel or lookccl out oi
with the marks of the disease t hat had made him the wi ndow, or e,·en l iitecl her hand to her own face;
blind all over his face. H e r aised his head and nnll also is in constau t pnin, while she cannot move
said :
a l imb.
" I will tell you what I would say. I would
But listcu ! She is so .thankful that God has left
answer him in t he wor ds of the nineteenth aucl t\ren- her tlrnt one great blessing - the use of one thumb.
tieth verses o.r the fourth chapter of Acts : ' Whether
Her left hand is clinched and stiff, and utterly useit be 1·ight in the sight of God t o hearken unto you
less ; but she has a L-wo-pronged fork fastened to a
more than unto Goel, judge ye. F or we cannot
stick, with which she can take off her great, oldbut speak the things which we have seen ancl
fashioned spectacles and put them on again. By
heard.' "
the same means she can feed herself; and she can
1 said, "Do you know all yoUI" Bible as well as
sip her tea through a tube, helping herself with this
that?" Ile could noL r ead, and they have no raiscd· one thumb.
leLtcr Bibles in Corea.
Another thing she cau do with her fork: she
" Well," said the blind man, "I lmow my Bible
can
ti.u·n over the leg.ves of a large Bible, when placed
pretty well."
within her reach.
1 asked, "Can you tell me what is in the fifteenth
A visitor addressed her, with the remark that
chapter oi t he Gospel of Luke?"
she
was all alone.
"Certainly," be said; " that's the chapter that
"Yes,"
she replied, in a peculiarly sweet and
hqs the parable of the lost sheep, the coin, and the
cheerfol
voice,
"I am alone, and yet not alone."
prodigal son."
"How
is
that?"
" Do you know in what chapter of Matthew is
"'l'he Lord is constantly with me!'
the feeding of the five thousand ?"
"How long_have you lain here?"
"Certainly," he answered; " it's in the four"For sixteen years and four months, and for
teenth."
I thought it was the twelfth, but I turned to two years and four months I have not been lifted ·
the folll"teenth, and found that the blind man had out of my bed to have it made; yet I have much to
praise and bless the Lord for."
located it correctly.
"What is the source of your happiness?"
He had learned all he lmew· about Christ's life
:from his friends, who sat on the floor of the little
"'!'he thought that my sins are forgiven, and
room in which he lived, and read to him, translating dwelling in the great love of Jesus, my Savior. I am
out of an old Chinese Bible the whole life o:f Christ. content to be here so long as it shall please Him ·.
I asked him what he liked best o:f all.
that I should stay, and to go whenever He shall
"Oh," he replied, "I like the ninth chapter o:f ' call me."-Sel.
the Gospel of J olm that tells the story of the blind
man to whom Christ restored sight."
A Martyr's Joy.
I don' t lmow when I was so rebuked as to my
own knowledge o:f the Bible as by that poor, blind
Robert Glober, a martyr, had great darkness for
Corean, who had been less than three years a dissome
days preceding his suffering, but when he came
ciple of Christ.
in sight of the stake where he was to suffer death for
Goo always answers our needs, but not always his faith, hie soui was so filled with divine comfort,
our requests. We may sometimes ask amiss, but that he joyfully clapped hie hands and cried out,
"He is come I ~e is co~e I"
God never gives· amiss.
....
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"Neither Do I . Condemn Thee."
JOHN 8, 1-11.

They brought her to the Mnster,
This womnn steeped in sin Thnt He might judge her sternly
For what they knew luld been.
Compnssionntc as c,·cr
'£he sinner He forbore:
And 'this is whnt He nnswcrcd,
"Go thou, nnd sin no more."
The Pharisees were nngry
To henr His chiding tone:
"Let him who is without sin
Be first to cnst n. stone."
Then looking n.t the womnn
As kindly ns before,
He said in gentle pity,
"Go thou, nnd sin no more."
And t hey thnt heard the l'tlnster
Went humbly one by one Com•ictcd by their conscience
Of sins that they hnd done.
Then ns they journeyed forward,
.And cnch one left the door,
They henrd the Mnster's message,
"Go thou, nnd sin no more."
Then turning to the womnn
As they were left alone:
"Hath nny mnn condemned thee?"
He nsked in gentle to~e. .
"No mnn, dcnr Lord," she nnswercd,
Her penitent hcnrt wns sore.
"Neither do I condemn thee:
Go thou, nnd sin no more."
So Christ, the loving Savior,
Showed mercy to this one,
Instend of judging ho.rshly
As otl1crs would ho.vc done.
We, then, should heed this lesson,
As told in days of yore,
"Neither do I condemn thee:
Go thou, and sin no more."

Oh, why are we so hasty
With those who',•e faUen low T
If we would show more pity
Their Jives· would better grow.
Reach out a hand to help them
On to the heavenly shore,
.And tell them God's s,veet message,
"Go thou, and sin no more."

wife. On one occasion a. newspaper published in
Nashville was placed upon the General's fable. Ile
glanced over it, and his eyes :fell upon an article
in which the character of Mrs. J acksou was violently
assailed. So soon as he had rend it, he sent for his
trusty old servant, Duuwoodie.
"Saddle my horse," said he to him in a whisper,
"and put my holsters on him."
Mrs. Jackson watched her husband, and though
she heard not a word, she saw mischief in his eyes.
He went out after a few moments, when she took
up the paper and soon saw what was the matter.
She ran out to the gate which the General woulcl
have to pass. She bad been there but a few moments
wheµ the General rode up with the countenance of
a madman.
She placed herself before the horse and cried
out: "0 Geneml, don't go to Nashville! Let that
poor editor live! Let that poor editor live!"
"Let me alone," he replied; "how came you to
:know what I was going for?"
"I saw it in the paper after you went out; put
up your horse and go back."
"But I will go - get out of my way!" was the
fierce reply.
As she now grasped the briclle with both hands,
he cried to her, "I say, let go my horse ! 'l'he villain
that reviles my wife shall not live!"
She grasped the rein but the tighter and began
to reason earnestly with hi~n, saying that she, forgave
her persecutors and prayed for them, ancl that he
also should forgive if he hoped to be forgiven.
At last, by her entreaties and her tears, she so
moved her husband that he seemed to be quieted to
a certain extent.
She wound up by saying: "No, General, you
shall not take the life of even my reviler, you da1·e
not do it; for it is written, 'Vengeance is mine,
I will repay, saith the Lord.'" (Rom. 12, 19.)
The iron-nerved hero g~ve way before the Word
of God. Ile turned his hoi:se homeward, saying,
"I yield to the words of the Almighty."

Do You Feel what You Give?

ESTUEB Pl:l'EBSON.

"Vengeance Is llline."
When General Jackson ,vas a candidate for the
presidency in 1828, his opponents not only abused
him, but they also defamed the character of his

A missionary once asked a rich man for a mission gift. "0 yes," replied the man, "I could give
ten dollars without feeling it at all.'' "Oh, please
then give twenty dollars, so that you might feel
what you give for the Savior's cause," was the missionary's reply.
·
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Items from New Orleans.
Not only our congregations, but also our schools
for colored children arc in a very prosperous condition. '!'heir innucncc is felt in even widcL· circles
than that of our churches, and white and colored
alike speak well of them. Why, in the mouths of
many even Moun t Zion Church docs not go by its
right name, no1· by the name of "Lu theran," but
usually by the name of "i\fr. Vix s church," said
Ur. Vix being the principal of the school connected
with the church. 'l'his influence ancl popularity of
the schools would not be possible if it were not for
the great numbers of chjJdrcn reached by them.
It is true, many of the children, though passing
t hrough the schools, never join the congregations,
relatives ancl friends discouraging them from doing
so, or other lmfortunntc circumstances being responsible. But it is equally true that hundreds of
them remain Lutherans n.t hem·t, though not in
name, l.l.11(1 to their dying cln.y the Gospel truths
received in our schools remain alive within them
and become the means of their :final salvation. Many
of them, graduates of schools in years gone by, arc
now sending their children to the same desks at
which they themselves in childhood received their
spiritual ancl secular education.
Our three schools have au enrollment at present
of close upon GOO children, taxing the buildings to
almost their full capacity. (If we had three more
schools of the same size in the city, we should
quickly find· GOO more children to fill them.)
Nine instructors, including one of the pastors,
the Rev. J. Kossmann, two colored teachers, Mr. N.
Sccbcrry and l\Iiss Edna Walters, and one student
from the Seminary at St. Louis, Mr. E. Gross, are
worl,,.;ng hard to maintain th~ classes in their present
prosperous condition.
Luther College also, under the leadership of
Rev. Lankenau, who is assisted by Prof. R. A. Wilde
and Mr. E. Gross, is enjoying a very prosperous
year. The student body numbers 43 ·boys and girls,
12 of whom are graduates of Mount Zion School and
2 having passed through Bethlehem School.
On Christmas Eve the usual Christmas celebrations were held, the three churches, even Mount
Zion with its capacity of between three and four
hundred, being packed to the doors. Any Lutheran,
no matter whence he had come, would have felt
perfectly at home with the beautiful familiar Christmas 'melodies, old, but ever new, the Christmas
story related by youthful voices, the decorated and
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illuminated trees, and the little bags of sweets presented to the children.
·
l\Iay the God who so abundantly blessed our
schools and their teachers in the past year continue
to prosper this corner of His ldngdom for the sake
of the Christ-child and liis love !.

I<.

K RETZSCHMAR.

NOTES AND ITEMS.
IIAHL01·n:, K. '. - At the clo e of the past
year, sorrow entered lhe home of the Rev. J. UcDavid, our missionary at Charlotte. On December 30 the li ttle son Albert departed this life, aged
-1 years, 1 month, and 22 clays. On January 2, the
.funeral services were held in the home, conducted
by the Rev. J. Ph. Schmidt, of Concord. :May
Goel comfort the sorrowing parents and give them
strength to say: "'l'he Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord."

CoxcoJin, N. C. - Since October of the past
year our missionary, the Rev. J. Ph. Schmidt, has
also charge of the school at Concord, Teacher Perssou having accepted a call to Grnuite City, Ill., a(ter
having faithfully served our mission for several
years. 'l'hc school will soon again be supplied with
a teacher, so that the missionary can devote more
time to the congi·egntiou and other mission work.
AT REST. - A friend in New York writes: ,ve
recently lost some warm mission friends here in
New York. 'l'he Rev. A. E. Frey, who departed
this life November 23, 1905, at all times took a
great interest in all mission work. He was a very
active friend of ·our Colored Mission from its very
beginning and a valuable member of our Foreign
Mission Board. To awaken greater interest in the
work of missions, he, some years ago, published a
very interesting· mission paper and also the biographies of several noted missionaries. - In the death
of the Ucv. S. Keyl, who departed this life December 15, 1905, a ,•ery busy and useful life ,vns ended.
He was for many years our untiring and successful
emigrant missionary in New York City, faithfully
caring for the bodily and spiritual welfare of the
strangers that landed on our shore. Thousands will
thankfully remember the kind missionary who was
ever ready to help them in their time of need.
"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from
henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, that -they may
rest from their labors; and their wo:r:ks do follow
them," Rev. 14, 13.
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CATECHISM FOR THE BLIND. - Luther's Smnll
Catechism in raised letters for the use of the blind
hns just been issued by the Rev. H. HaJlerbcrg, of
Jacksonville, Ill. The text is that adopted by the
Synodical Conference, ll.lld the book also contains
the prayers, the Table of Duties, and the Cluistinn
Questions nnd Answers. Luther's Catechism hns
been called "the little missionary." Mny Goel bless
its mission work also among the blind!
REMARKABLE FRUIT OF A MISSION TRACT. "In 1819," says The Foreign Missionary, "a young
physician in New York making a call on one of his
patients was requested to wait a moment in the
parlor. He took a tract from the table ll.lld rend it.
Coming home he told his wife of it and stated to
her the thoughts the tract had awakened in him.
The result was that the doctor aud his wife went to
Ceylon and later on to South India as missionaries.
The doctor lived thirty-six and Iris wife thirty years
among the heathen, many of whom became Christians through their efforts. Their seven sons and
two daughters nre all in the missionary sen•ic~, and
children of these ten are missionaries. This (Scudder) family has n record of 530 working years spent
in India."
UP-TO-DA'rE Ioor,S. -The blincl heathen in India, it is said, try to keep pace with the times nncl
buy their idols up to date. In n Southern India
town, last year, the natives put the god Gnncsha
upon a bicycle, and thus bore him during the time
of their heathen procession. But the people of
Northern India, in their heathen darkness, recently
tried to improve upon this. "'l'o tl1e million and
one gods another has been added - the automobile."
A ){ARTYR MEMORIAL CHURCH. - In the year
1839 the Rev. John Williams, the pi~necr missionary
of the South Sea Islands, was killed on the island
Erromanga by the savages to whom he had come
with the Gospel of peace. Besides Jolm Williams,
four other mission workers died a martyr's death
on the cannibal sh.ores of that island. But other
laborers took up the work, and the Gospel of Jesus
was victorious. Recently a commodious church was
dedicated on that island in memory of John Williams and the other martyr missionaries. At the
opening service the son of the murderer of John
Williams took part, exactly sixty-six years after bis
father's death. The large congregation of native
Christians present during the dedication proved that
the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.

PROGRESS Or' U ISS tON W ORK. - When Stanley,
starting in 187•1, made his journey of 099 days
across Africa, in the course of 7000 miles he never
met a. Christian. '!'here wa::; not a. mission station,
or chm ch, or school on all !.hat tmck. Now t he
chain of missions is almost complete from l'lfo mbasa.
on t he cnst to the mouth of the Congo on the west,
ancl there arc scattered t hrough inner Africa lnmdreds of chmches and Christian schools, and over
100,000 native Christians. Similarly in Chinn.
When the late pioneer missionary, H udson Taylor,
reached China in 1854, there were practically no
missionaries in the inln.ncl provinces; now there ar e
over 1000.
YEAµS

ago, a young man in Boston was so movecl

by a missionary ndclress that he gave himself to

that work. He hnd not the gift to tea.ch or preach,
but none the less wns he a missionary. He lived
frugally, aucl for many yea.rs gave monC)' enough
to support a missionary at the iront. Out of an
income of $1500.00 he sometimes gave more than
$1000.00 to such work.
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Repentance at the Cross.
llcarl s o1' s lunc ! rnlcnt , rclcnL ;
Hrcnk. hy ,J o,ms' cros;; s nh,Iucll;
Sec l fi:; hodr. nmnglcd, rent.
, 'laincd nnll co,·crcd with H is hlood !
, infnl 0111! what, ha st Lhou done?
ruci fi ctl l,h' clcrna I , on !
Ye;;, t hy ,;ins hnvc done l hc deed; •
D rh·cn t he na ils Umt fi xed H im t.hcrc ;
(;rownt!d wii,lt t.horns H is s acrt!d head ;
P lnn::;ccl into H is s ide t ltc i,pear ;
l\ ladc H is soul a sa cr ifice. While for s inful man He dies.
\\ ill, t hou h:t Hi m bleed in rnin, S t.ill to dea t h t hy Lord purs ue,
Open nil H is wounds ngn in,
And t he s hn mc fnl cross renew !
No, - wit h all my s ins 1' 11 part,
S.w ior, take my broken heart.
J. J( r rigcr.

Christ's Sufferings and Death a Call to
Repentance.,
'l'he sufferings a.ud death of Christ, upon which
we meditate especially ~ the season o:f Lent, arc
nu comest call to repentance. They point to our
siu as t heir cause, a.ncl thus call upon us to see in
omselvcs the iniquity which brought such great
woe upon the Son of God, ancl to repent of our sin.
'£hey teach us the greatness of om sin nnd of God's
wrnth ago.inst sin. Our Lutheran Confession says:
"'l'hc preachiug of the suffering and death o.f
Christ, the Sou of God, is nu earnest and terrible
proclamation aucl declaration of God's wmth." So
ho1·rible is the guilt of sin tbnt God could not spare

No. 3.

c,·cn H i o,yn dear Son, when this Son, in Hi~
infi ni te mercy, took our sins upon HimseH and
became sin for us. In the gtirdeu of Gethsemane,
on the way to Golgotha, on the cross of Calvary,
t he sin-hating God saw H is sin-bearing Son and
1>oured out upon Him His wrath against sin. What
n horrible thing sin must be! What a great offense
against Goel! H ow great must be God's wrath
against sin! God's only-l1egotten, well-beloved Son
endured the deepest agony, the most bitter sufferings, the most shameful death on account of our
sins. H is sufferings ancl clcnth show us the enormity of our sin, and cnll upon us to repent. ·
'l'hc sufferings and death of Christ show us also
t he great love of Christ for sinners, and this also
calls upon us to repent, to turn from sin to Him
in whom is our help and our salvation. It was
love that moved Him to bear the punishment ol
our sins. · H e loved us, and therefore gave Himself for us, nncl redeemed us with His own precious
bloocl from all sins, :from death, and from the
power o:f the devil. Through the deep darkness of
H is sufferings nncl cleath we behold' the bright sun
of His unspeakable love. Such love must melt
the sinner's heart and draw him to that loving
Savior who suffered nncl died that he, the sinner,
might escape the punishment of sin and live in
everlasting joy ancl glory. · Ho,vcver great his sins
may he, the love of this suffering and dying Savior
is far greater. His loving nrms, once extended
011 the cross, arc still open to receive the chief of
sinners. The unspeakable love, manifested in His
sufferings ancl clenth, gives us the assurance that
He will in no wise cast out them that come unto
Him ior pardon and salvation. Do not despise His
love. Do not continue on the road of sin, which
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leads to everlasting death. Repent and turn to
the Sa"ior in whom there is life ancl salvation
for you.
"Sinners, t.urn; why will ye die?
God, your S1wior, nsks you - Why?
He, who did your souls retrieve,
Died Himself tltnt you might Jive.
"Will ye let Him die in vnin?
Crucify yow: Lord again?
Why, ye ransomed sinners, why
Will ye slight His grnce, nnd die?"

The Cross of Christ.

for all is of grace, and all t he merit is that of the
Lorcl Jesus, flowing not from us to God, but from
God to us.
See also how, by the Lord's death of shame and
snll:ering, the devil was o,ercomc, and thus was
the wisdom of God made known in all its fullness.
For it would seem as if the devil had gained the
clay when of all men upon ear th the Lord Jesus
was the accused and forsaken one. When H e cried,
"My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?"
He was forsaken as uo saint has ever been forsaken
by God. It was to this forsaking He looked forward when He sweat great drops of blood upon the
Mount of Olives - and yet all the while He never
ceased to be that which He is now in heaven - God
over all I - J olm Taulcr ( 1300-1361) .

There is only one cross upon which the work of
our salvation was wrought and finished - the cross
of Christ, of Him who is God and man. There is
no other way to be delivered from the burden of
· our sins, - no other way to grace and holiness and
Where the Church Is to be Found.
blessedness, - no other way to come to God, than
We have learned that only the true believers
by the cross of Jesus.
By this way, and by this way alone, have all belong to the holy Christian Church, and since
the saints drawn near to Ged. How much might God alone can search the heart, only He can !mow
I not say of this, the cross of Christ, and yet never those who are His. No man can tell whether ancould any man say enough I For it is far beyond other person has actually accepted Christ or not.
the mind of the high angels to understand how the
Such being the case, it might seem impossible
eternal God in His great love became a man and to know or decide where the Church of God is to
suffered the deepest shame and the bitterest sorrow be found. But it only seems so. Though the
for us.
Church is invisible, we may, nevertheless, always
See Him hanging between two thieves, that the be sure where to find it. We cannot _$ee God, and
sin might be laid on Him; for He, in His love, yet we know that He is, for the heavens declare
desired to bear it in the place of His enemies. What His glory, and the firmament showeth His handigreater and more perfect love could He have show~ work. The whole creation is proof to us that there
us than to take upon Himself the mighty burqen, is a God. So it is also with regard to the Chlll"ch.
and bear it, not for His friends, but for those who Though the Church is invisible, there is a certain
hated Him?
.
mark by which we may always know where to
He who knew no sin bore Himself thy sin, find it. Wherever we find this mark, there, we may
0 sinner - bore it as if it were His own. And be sure, is also the Church. And this sure and certhus thy sin was His sin, and the work He did for · tain mark is the· Word of God, the Gospel of Christ.
thee is the only work thou canst bring . to God. Wherever the Gospel is in use, there is also the
Thy sin, His sin; His work, thy work. For He holy Christian Church.
suffered for thy sin as if He Himself had been th~
The Gospel and the Sacraments, as· we know,
sinner.
are the means of grace, the means by which the
And see how the chains were broken which Holy Ghost calls, enlightens, sanctifies, and keeps
bound us in our sins, when He was bound on the man. By the Gospel we are made believers of
cross for us- how the curse and the wrath of G~d Christ, and by it we are kept with Christ in true
that lay upon us was home away, for He made faith. Besides the Gospel there is no means of
peace between God and sinners by the blood of His bringing men to Christ and salvation. Wherever
cross - peace, perfect peace. And the sign that this Gospel, therefore, is not used, there can be no
the peace is made is the blessed gift of the Holy true Christians, no true believers, no members of
Ghost come down from heaven.
the holy Christian Church. As you can only exTherefore bear in mind, no works of ours, no pect to reap grain where you have sown the seed,
merit.a of ours, have qy value in the eyes of God; so also you can expect to :find true believers, mem-
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hers of t he Church, only where the seed of the
Gospel is sown. No Gospel, no Christians, no holy
Christian Church.
But 'does it not sometimes happen that the seed
altogether fails to come up? Do not formers at
times sow seed that brings forth nothing ? l\fay
it not happen that the seed of the Gospel be ·sown
with the same bad result ? In answer I would say
that it does indeed happen that wheat, rye, oats,
and such seed sometimes bring no return, but this
is 11evcr the case with the seetl of God's Word. You
mny plant a field with com, and for some reason
or other not a single stalk may come up, much less
a sinrrlc
en.r o:f corn be forroecl; but whenever the
0
seed of ihe Gospel is sown, some of the seed, and
be it ever so li ttle, will come up, grow, and bca1·
fruit. '!'his comforting and blessed fact we learn
.from Is. 55, 10. 11: "As the rn.iu cometh down,
and the snow from heaven, and returneth not
thi ther, but watcrcth the em-th and maketh it bring
forth and bud, t hat it may give seed to the sower,
ancl brcncl to the eater : so shall my Word be that
goeth forth out of my mouth : i t shall not return
to me void, but it shnll accomplish that which I
vlcasc, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it." Herc God Himself tells us that His
Word is never preached in vain. It will not return
to Him void, but will accomplish its purpose.
Wherever the Gospel is proclaimed, there some
hearts will believe and be saved. Wherever God
calls, there are also some chosen. Wherever the
Gospel is in use, there we know the holy Christian
Ch~ch is to be fo1md.
Wherever people are told that God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto Himself, there some
souls will be reconciled unto God. Wherever the
news is proclaimed that Christ died, the Just for
the unjust, some will be brought to God. Wherever
it is preached that Jesus made atonement for sin,
there some hearts will believe in the Savior's merits
and be saved. Wherever Jesus is preached as the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world, there sinners will lay their sins on Jesus,
the spotless Lamb of God. Wherever it is declared
that Jesus rose again, there some will trust in Him
for their justification: Let it be proclaimed that
Christ hns gone into heaven to take possession of
the inheritance for B;is people, and we may be
certain tiiat there souls ,vill be added to the munher of His people. The Gospel bears fruit - it
must bear fruit, according to God's promise.
F. J: L.
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Forgiving Enemies.
It is sii.id that Louis XII, of France, had many
enemies before he succeeded to the throne. When
he became king, he marked against each of their
names a large black cross. When this became
known, the enemies of the ldng fled, because they
thought it was a sign that he intended to punish
them. But the king hearing of their fear, had
them recalled with an assurance of pardon, saying
that he had put a cross beside each name to remind
him of the example of Clu:ist who on the cross
prayed for His murderers and said, "Father, forgive t1¼em I"
Christ bore our sins in His own body on the
L-ree and suffered the plmi_shment of our offenses,
that we might have redemption through His blood,
even the forgiveness of sins. Every Christian
should therefore use the cross as a reason for pardoning those who have offended him.
The Death of Christ.

Dost thou believe that thou canst not be saved
but by the death of Christ? Yes. Go, then, and
whilst thy soul abideth in thee put all thy confidence in His death alone. Place thy trust in no
other thing. Commit thyself wholly to His death.
Cover thyself wholly with His blood alone. And
if God would judge thee, say: Lord, I place the
death of my Lord Jesus Christ between me and
Thy judgment; other,vise I will not contend or
enter into judgment with Thee.
And if He shall say unto thee that thou art a
sinner, say: I place the death of my Lord Jesus
Christ between me and my sins.
If He shall say unto thee that thou hast deserved damnation, say: Lord, I put the death of
my Lord Jesus Christ between Thee and all my
sins; and I offer His merits for my own which I
should have, and have not.
·
Whosoever of us can thus speak, the promise is_:
This Christ, the Lamb of God, the true Sacrifice,
shall be accepted for ·thee, to make atonement for
thee. - Eti:tract from Anselm of Oantsrbury.
A Faithful Soldier of the Cross.

· In the Turkish war, at the beginning of the
18th century, a Christian soldier from Germany
fought, together with many others, under the banner of the famous general Prince Eugene. In one
of the battles he was made' prisoner by the Tnrka,
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who dragged hi m nlong, tied to hi horse· tail.
Late in the e,•enh1g, when they thought thcmsch-cs
secure from the Chr istinn army, the 1'm ks mnde
a hnlt in the woods, resoh-cd to tnkc n pccinl revenge on the cnptured Chr istinn ; for they hnd seen
him cut clown a great number o-f T urks during
the battle. They firlit laid two sticks together in
the form of a cross, spit upon the cross, nnd tried
by blows ancl tortmings to force the Clu·istian also
to spit upon it. The Christinn soldier, howeve1·,
who had been loosened from the horse, bmvely

11,1111c of :i\fnhomct, their false prophet.
Bu t ns
oftcu as Lhc T urks spoke lhc nnmc of the false
prophet, the Christian ·aid, " J c us Clu-ist."
'! 'hen th<' c cncmic oI 'hrist determinccl to
kindle a fire under their ]>risoner' .feet, and by
this menus either to make him deny his Lord or
to put him to death.
As the Christian now saw I.hat his clea.th wni::
ncnr he repentetl in a tle,·out manner the Lord' ·
Prayer ancl the reccl. Ancl the Lol'tl gave the
bra.Ye oldie1· such a peace in his heart that he

THE SUFFERING SAVIOR.
"Heartless scoffers did surround Thee,
Trcnting T11ee with cruel scorn,
E'en with piercing tllorns they crowned Thee ;
All disgmce Thou, Lord, hast borne.

boxed the ears of every Turk whom he had seen
spitting on the cross.
His enemies then bound him again, band and
foot, and stabbed him with knives and daggers,
in order to !orce him to spit on the cross.
When o.11 this helped them nothing, they nailed
both his bands over bis head to the trunk of a tree,
and by striking him with lashes and staves tried
to mo.ke him pronounce in a reverent manner the

T hat na 'fhine T hou mig htcst own me,
Ami wit h he1wenly g lory crown me.
Thousand, t housand thnnks shnll be,
Dearest Jesus, unto T11ce."

prayed a.lso for his enemies ns the Lorcl and Stephe11,
Imel clone. After he ha.cl prayed, he sang with. loud
and devout voice the gmnd old Passion hymn: "0 Lamb of Goll, most holy!
\Vho on the cross didst languish,
E'er pnticnt, meek, ancl lowly,
Though mockecl nmitl Thine anguish;
Our sins Thou bcnrest for us,
E lse would despnir reign o'er us ;
lln\·c mercy on us, 0 Jesus!"
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He had just frnishccl the hymn when the clear
tones of a tl·umpct were hea rd, nnd Germon h orsemen broke into the wood . 'l'hc 'rurks qnickly
:fled, and the horsemen saw with asto nish ment thei r
Christian countryman nailetl lo the tree wi th the
Jire uncl cr his .feet. 'J'hey ha ·lenccl lo rnlca c him,
antl he fell sen clc s jnto thei1· arm .
After they had bound u p bis many wou nds,
bathed him and clothed him h e came lo him elf,
and h is first question was : " H ow clitl God bri ng
you here just at the rjght ti me?"
'l'hcy replied, " \\ c wer e ju pursui t of Lhc 'l'urk ,
when we hcm·d out o f lhc woocls the hy mn: ' O Lamb
or Coll m ost holy!
' '!'hat i: a 'hri. t inn,' we
cried. antl roclc quickly into the woods. ' l'he Lamb
of Goel , in whom you Lru:.tecl ha · cleli,•crcd you."
'.l'hcn they car r ied him back to the 'hri st ian
army. 'l.'hc story reached the car ot Prince Btwcne,
who had the faithful . oldicr taken care of in tho
1,c:,;t mann er went h ims •lf to Rec him :;cvcral t ime ,
and r ejoicea i n wi tnessing his ·implc chilcll ike
J'ai th. Afterward he . ent him back lo hi s na tive
country, a he was no longer abl e to c1Tc in the·
army.
H e li ved sti ll ten years longer in his native
city, 1mcl tho. e who i:aw the scars of' lhc wounds
which this faith ful olcl icr o r the cros had borne-'
for the name of the Lorcl J csui- were st rengthened
jn their faith. l n the year 172 he di ctl in peace :
H is last prayer was :

find you
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patient in bed, when you have always
It must be a ti·ial to lie
there so long."
" Xot at all ir not at all, sir," said Betty.
' When I was well I used lo hear lhe Lord say to
me daily, 'Betty f!O here ! Betty, go there! Bet ty,
do this ! Betty, clo lhat !' an d I did as well as I
could. Now it seems as iC I hear Him say daily,
ReLLy, lie still ancl courrh !'"
T he poor wom an h ncl not only 'learned in what"0

lccl such an active life.

"0 L amb of God, mo. t holy!
\ Vho on the cro. s dids t. langni,;h,
B'er pat ient, meek , and lowl_v,
Though mocked nmid T hine nngni,ih:
Onr s ins Thon llenrc. t for u ;;,
10:l ' e would despnir reign o'c1· 11;;:
Thy prncc be wit h us. 0 ,fr,iu~ ! "

"Betty, Lie Still ! "
Old Betty was a match-seller. She was br~mght

in her old age to beliC\re in Jesus as her Savior,
n.ncl from that time thought she ne,•er coukl clo
enough for H im who had washed her from her
sins in H is o\\rn blood. Ever 1·eady to speak of
her Master to a.11 she met, ancl of unwearied kiuclness, she was one " who went about cloiug goocl,"
"always abounding in the wo1·k of the Lord." But
in the midst of her labors she caught colcl with
rheumatism, ancl was confined to her bed £or clays
and weeks.
One day a minister called on her. He was surprised to see his old, active friend and neighbor so
hnpn in her bed, and said, "I little expected to

Teacher Buntrock with a group or hi■ pupih in Green■boro, lf. C.

soever state she was thcrcwHh to be content," but
her homely worcls showed that she understood the
service of patience.

Known by His Prayers.
Stonewall Jackson's colored body-servant always
knew when t here was to be a battle. "De gin'ral
nuvver tell me nuthiu' !" he explninecl. "I obscr•
vatcs his 'tcntion dis way. 'Cose he prays jest like
we all, mornin' au' night; but when he gits up two,
three times in a. night to pray, den I rubs my eye
an' gits up too an' packs de haversack- ca'sc I
done fine out derc's gwine to be trouble right away."
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Message of Comfort.
Snd henr t, bowed down wit h sorrow,
Lift up your tcnr-dimrued eyes:
Behind the ·clouds tbnt gnthcr
A golden sunbenm lies.
The burdens mny be hcn.,,y,
The wny mny seem too d rcn.r:
Lift up your eyes to hen.yen
And dry the falling tear.
Dcn.r hcnrt, keep gnzing upwnrd,
Be cheerful, brnvc, nnd true:
Beyond t he darkening sbnclows
Is joy nnd pence for you.
ESTIIER PETERSON.

A Story from Life.
/
rt- It was a cold winter--' .
.
night. SerVJces were held
in a city church. A lost wanderer of the street, with
thin shawl about her, attracted by the warmth and
light, came in and sat near the door. The minister
was preaching of H im who was wounded for our
transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities; and
the poor awakened sinner by the door said : ~'Why,
that must mean me: mercy for the chief o·f
sinners ; bruised for our iniquities ; wounded for
our transgressions."
The music that night in the sanctuary also
brought back the old hymn which she use~ to sing
when with father and mother she worshiped God
in the village church before she left her country
home and was led into a life of sin.
The service over, the poor wanderer went out into
the street. ''What are you doing here; Meg?" said
the police; "what are you doing• here to-night?"
"0 !" she replied, "I was in to warm myself."_ And
then the rattling cough came, and she held to the
railing until the paroxysm was over. She passed
on down the street, falling from exhaustion, but
soon recovering herself, until after a while she
reached the outskirts of the city, and thinking of
her Christian home, she passed on into the country
road. It seemed so familiar. She kept on the road,
and soon saw in the distance a light in the window.
That light had been gleaming there every night
since she went away.
On that country road she passed until she came
to the garden gate. She opened it and passed up
the path where she was wont to play in her childhood days. She came to· the steps and looked in at
the fire on the hearth. Then she put her fingers .
to the lat.ch. If that door had been locked, she
would ~ve perished on the threshold, for she was

near to death. But that door had not been locked
since the time she went away. She pushed open
the door. She went in and lay down on the hearth
by the fire. 'l'he old house-dog growled as he saw
her enter, but there was something in the voice he
recognized, and he frisked about her in his joy.
In the morning the mothe1: came down and saw
a bundle of rags 0 11 the hearth; but when the face
was uplifted, she knew it, and it was no more olcl
Meg of the street.
T hrowing her nrms nrouncl the retu rned prodiaal
!" 'l'hc child threw her
0
J she cried J " O Magrric
0
a;rms around her mother's neck, and said, " O
mother!" and while they were embracing n rugged
form towered above them. It was the father. 'l'hc
severity all gone out of his :£ace, he stooped and took
her up tenderly and carried he1· to mother's room,
and laid her down on mother's bed, for she wns
dying.
'!'hen the lost one, looking up into her mother's
face, said: ''Woun ded fo1· our transgressions ancl
bruised for our iniquities! Mother, do you t hink
that means me ?"
" 0 yes, my darling," said t he mother. " If
mother is so glad to get you back, don' t you think
God is glad to get you back ?" .
.And there she lay dying, and all the dreams and
prayers of the penitent sinner were filled with the
words : "Wounded :Cor our transgressions, br uised
for our iniquities," until just before the moment
of her departure her face lighted up, showing that
she enjoyed the Savior's forgiveness nnd peace.So the Lord took back one whom the world
rejected.
_ _ _ ______
H. K.

The Bible a Book of Comfort.
Let all the doctors appenr, let all the books be
presented, and see whether they are able to comfort a. single soul even in the smallest affliction.
The Bible alone deserves this title of being a Book
of Comfort, as Paul calls it, able to uphold our
soul in all manner of distress, so that it will not
despair, but preserve its hope. The Scripture does
not, indeed, remove our adversities, sufferings, a~d
death. On the contrary, it proclaims nothing but
the holy cross; we therefore need patience. But
in the midst of all sufferings it encourages and
strengthens us so that our patience does not cease,
but press onward and ovcrcoJile. - Luther.
LET not thy tongue say what thy heart denies.
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New Orleans Items.
An even t to which we all look forward with
pleasant anticipations is the 25th anniversary or
, 't. Paul's Church which will be celebrated on the
25th or February. The morning service on t hat
clay will be for the members chiefly, and Pastor
Kretzscluna.r of l\fom1t Zion Church has promised
to preach the sermon. To the night service the two
sister congregations, Bethlehem and Mount Zion,
have been invi ted, and, no doubt, all that possibly
can will be there, for the R.ev. N . J . Bakke of I mmanuel College, G1·eensboro, N . C., one of the
pioneers of our mission in this ciL-y and the first
pastor of St. Paul's, has promised to preach the
sermon.
'l'hc members of St. P aul's have decided to
renovate the in terior of their church for the coming festival. 'l'he latter, indeed, seems to be casting its shadows before, at any rate, Pastor Lankcnau reports not only an increasing interest in
the affairs of the congregation, but also improving
attendance at the services. In fact, considering the
frequent r ainy and chilly days of the winter, the
attendance in aU our churches here leaves little to
be desired. It is gratifying to report that also
quite a number of strangers are more or less regular
visitors at our services.
Though the weather often is inclement and not
at all conducive to bodily health and wellbeing,
the number of the sick and suffering in our congregations is surprisingly small. In this connection it may be mentioned that frequently peopl~
who are in no way connected with our churches
send for our pastors when they .are ill. Pastor
Kossmann just now reports a number of such cases.
The enrollment of our schools is still increasing.
Prof . Meibobm of Mount Zion School frequently
has more than one hundred pupils present. The
reader can imagine the difficulties connected with
properly taking care of a class of that size. The
pupils nTe paying tuition more regularly, and the
sums t urned in by the schools are very respectable
. compared with reports of years gone by.
Luther' College is the scene of thrifty activity
just now; everyone concerned is producing something, - the instructors are turning out examination questions, while the 43 students are trying
their best to produce an answer to each· question.
T\vo of the students will graduate as teachers in
the coming spring.
Evidences of progress are everywhere, and God's
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blessing is resting on old and young, on congregations, schools, and missionaries. The sum total of
the contributions and collections in the three congregations and thei1· schools during the past year
is about two thousand dollars, more than half of
which stun has been turned into the general mission treasury.

NOTES.
Fno:u AusTRALL\. - Our Lutheran brethren in
Australia have for some years been carrying on
mission work among the black natives on the
western coast of that country. From the latest
mission report we learn that the labors of the missionary, the Rev. C. A. Wiebusch, have been ricp.ly
blesse<l during the past year. The seed of God's
Worc1 has been sown and the missionary has been
permitted to see some iruit of his work. Two of
the natives were instructed in the Catechism preparatory to baptism, which was to take place this
month (February). Two others are to be prepared
for baptism and a class of catechumens is being
instructed preparatory to confirmation. "Such
sower's work," writes tlje missionary, "is a glorious,
precious work, especially when God lets us see such
fruit of our labor."
LADORERS FOR THE HARVEST.-When Dr. Alexander Duff, the great Scotch missionary, came home
after his life work in India, a crowded meeting
was held in Edinburgh to hear him on the claims
of India upon the Christian Church. For two
hours and a half the old man went on, holding the
audience by his eloquence. Then he fainted, and
was carried out of the hall. Presently he came to,
and asked : ''Where am I? What was I doing?"
In a moment memory returned, and he said: "Take
me back. I must finish my speech." ''You will
kill yourself if you do," said his friends. ''I shall
die if I don't," exclaimed the old man. They took
him back.. The ,vhole meeting arose, many in tears.
His strength failed, and he could not rise, but,
gathering himself up for one final effort, he said :
"Fathers of· Scotland, have you any more sons for
India? I have spent my life there, and my life
is gone; but if there are no young men t o go,
I will go back myself, and lay my bones there, that
the people may know there is one man in Christian
Britain who is ready to die for India!' The Church
needs laborers for the harvest fields. "Pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest that He send
forth laborers into His harvest," Luke 10, 2.
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How HE GAVE HIMSEf, It. -Bishop Warne, of
Indfo, tells how ]1e ]earned the joy of earning money
for missions, and how he finally gtwc himseJf to
the work. He ,n-itcs : "I was but a boy in Canada,
ancl when the anuua] missionary meeting was held
ancl the co11cction was about to be taken, the
1>rcnchcr "'aid, 'I want c,·c1·y person in the house,
inc]u<ling boys nml girls, to subscrib'c something,
no matter how small, aucl two months will be ~ivcu
hi which to pay the subscription.' 1'hc co11ector
came down the aisle with a sJip of paper, and t he
people wrote their names on the paper. I bad never
subscribed to anything, but I decided I wou]d subscribe one do11ar ; and when it came to me, I t ook
the paper an cl wrote my name, promising to give
that amount. I was very much excited, ancl began
at once to p1au how I shoulcl cam tlic money.
[ saved pocket money, ran errands, iouncl eggs, a.ucl
as it secmecl to me, l9ng before the time I had my
dollar ready, and wished either that the collecto1·
would hurry up or that I hacl subscribed more.
I got so much pleasure and profit out of that subscription that I haYe been giving ev~r since, ancl ~t
Jast I ga,•e myself."
GOSPEL IN J ,\PAN. - Speaking of the
Gospel iu Japan, 07,ristia.n lVorl.: reports the following:
'l'hc saving power of the Gospel has many illustrations in Japan. Miss Maud Bonnell wri tes from
Hiroshima.: "One evening as I stood in a recitation room of Palmore Institute (the night school
maintained by our mission in Kobe), three young
men who wishecl to enter the school were introduced
to me. They pro,•cd inte1·ested pupils, ancl during
the year all three were baptized ancl have continued
faithful to this day. One was shut up in his room
for a month, hi~ Bible ta.ken from him, nncl he wns
threatened with losing his position in the bank,
yet he never wavered as to giving up his faith. He
und one other of the three are now the chief dependence in one oi om- city chapels. One is Sunday-school superintendent, and the other lends the
singing and teaches. The Inst of the three is dying
slowly of consumption in his native pro,rince, fat'
into the co:i,.intry. He gathers about him little
children ancl te11s them Bible stories, though surrounded 011 every side with active influences iu
strong opposition."
T HE

l'!.AKING C.ALLS IN JAPAN. - A mission worker
in Jo.pan gives the following amusing account o:f
"society calls," as made in that country. · She says:

" \\ hen a Japanc. e cal ler comes to sec me, we
both kneel clown on the fl oo1·, Jenning hack on our
heels and I say, '0-1.:a-1.:i-na.-sa:i,' which, liternlJy
tr:i.n: latcd, means, 'Hang yom· honorab]c h ips;' or,
in other words, 'P lease be seated.' 'l'hcn we each
bow lwicc VCL'Y low, so low that om· forchcatls
nearly touch tl1e floor. 'l'hcn the Japanese says,.
''J'hank you,' and I say, 'No trouble at all ;' aud
then we both touch our foreheads to the floor
aga in, taking long-dra.wn breaths :o that they can
be distinctly heard. Then I say, 0 -11ui-ri-lca-lcari-111as1t,' which is, 'Let me haug on yom· honorn1Jlo
cyclills ;' or, in gootl E nglish, 'I am glad to sec yon.'
Then, ns I unclcrstaucl so little of the language,
I have nn in terpreter cnllcll. in, and a.ftcr going
through nil those bows again, she docs the r est o.f
the talking. I get pretty tired sometime:, silting
on my heels, nncl when I go to sec a Ja panese,.
I have to remove my shoes bcCo rc entering the house,
and then my feet get pretty col<l. ]3ut i t has to
be clone, :for it is a great insu It to the J apnncsc host
to keep the shoes on."
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St. Louis, ~o., April, 1906.
Easter Day.

Joyful be our hca.l'ts to-cln.y,
Joyful be our hymns of praise;
'Tis tl1c Resurl'ection morn,
Loudest hallelujahs raise.
Christ is risen! blessed truth!
O'er I.he world t he t idings spread;
Tell t.o all t he sons of men, - •
"Christ is risen from the dead!"
From the throne of God most l1igh
Angels haste on radiant wing,
And t o loving, sol'rowing hearts
First the joyous message bring: "Seek Him not witl1in the tomb:
He is risen, as He said.
Oh, receive the glorious truth:
Christ is risen from the dead!"
Still that angel voice is heard
In this world of pain and dc."lth,
And we listen, wondering still
What it is the angel saith: "Cc.'lse your murmuring, dry your tea.rs,
Lh•e no longer filled with dread:
Death is vanquished, ye arc free;
Chr-ist is risen from the dead!"
Ye who cling to earth and sin,
Hear the blessed angel's word;
Rise to higher life and love,
Follow Christ, your risen Lord.
Fix your minds on things above,
Look to Him wl10 is your Hcn.d;
Let your daily lives proclaim: "Christ is risen from the dead!"
8. H. Hubbard.

Easter Truths.
Christ is risen ! Blessed Easter message I
A mess~ge which assures us of the most comforting truths.

No. 4.

Christ -is risen ! Then His word is truth.
Again and again He bad foretold His resurrection. Pointing to His body, He said to His enemies,
"Destroy thls temple, and in three days I will raise
it up." On His last journey to .Jerusalem He
SJ)oke to His disciples, not only of His sufferings
and death, but also of His resurrection. He said,
"The· third day He ( the Son of man) shall rise
again." And His words came true. Three days
after His death He did rise from the grave. ''He
is risen, as He said," was the angel's Easter message. It all came as He had foretold. His Word
is truth, and if we continue in His Word, we shall
lmmv the truth. His Word is truth, and the Bible,
in whlch we have His Word, is a. book of truth,
and we do well that we take heed unto it as unto
a light that shineth in a d~rk place. In Christ's
1·esurrection we sec His Word sealed and established as the everlasting truth, in which we may
trust with an unfaltering confidence. As His
sayings concerning His resurrection came true, so
all His words are true for ever and ever. Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but His words shall
not pass away.

*

*

*

Christ is risen I He, then, was not a mere man,
but the Son of the living God. A mere man cannot conquer death. In the grave man's strength
and power come to an end. The mightiest of the
earth are laid in the dust by death, -the king of
terrors. God's power only can overcome death.
Christ "was declared to be the Son of God with
power, by the resurredtion from the dead," says
the apostle. Being the Son of God, He could say,
"I lay down my life that I might take it again.
No man taketh it from me; but I lay it down o~
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myself: I have power to lay it down, a.n d I have
power to take it again." The grave could not keep
the Lord of Life. He came forth triumphantly
as the mighty Conqueror. The Savior in whom
we believe is not a mere man. Such a savior could
do us no good. Our Savior is a divine Savior.
He is the almighty Son of the living God.

*
*
*
Christ is risen ! Then we are redeemed.
"Christ died for our sins," says the Bible. He
took our place, and laden with our sins He was
thrown into the prisonhouse .of death. If He bad
been kept there, what then? . The apostle says,
''If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye
are yet in your sins." But Christ is raised, and
the faith of those who trust in -Him for forgiveness is not vain, they are not in their sins. In
Christ's resurrection God the ~ather declared Himself perfectly satisfied with the work of His Son
and accepted His Son's sacrifice as a full atonement
for sin. Christ's resurrection is tl1e proof that
the work of our redemption is finished. God is
reconciled, and sinners are redeemed. "Christ was
delivered for our offenses, and was raised again for
our. justification," says the apostle.
*

*

*

•

•

•

Christ is risen ! Then we also shall rise. The
apostle says, ''N~w is Christ risen from the dead
and become the first-fruits of them that sleep.''
The first-fruits are part of the harvest, the beginning of the harvest. When the first-fruits have
been gathered in, the whole harvest will surely
follow. · By the same divine power with which
Christ raised His own body He will raise our bodies
from the grave. Of the believer He says, "I will
raise him up at the last day.'' Again He says,
''Because I live, ye shall live also.'' His own resurrection gives us the assurance that He can and will
fulfill His promise. To the believer, therefore, the
grave has lost its terror, since Christ is risen from
the dead. To him the grave has become a quiet
resting-place, where he and his loved ones that die
in the Lord sleep until the blessed morning of a
glorious resurrection. "0 death, where is thy
sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory? Thanks
be to God, who giveth us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ I"
Obrist is risen I Then our mission work is not
in vain. The apostle says, "If Christ is not risen,
then is our preaching vain." But Christ is risen,
and our preaching is not vain. The Gospel which

we bring to sinners is not the Gospel of a dead
Savior, but of a living Savior. We preach, not a
dead Christ, but a living Christ, who is with us in
the mission field, and who through His Word and
Spirit works in the hearts of men aud brings them
to faith. He that is with 11s says to everyone of
His servants: "Fear not; I am the first and the
Inst; I am He that liveth and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have
the keys of hell and of death."
Christ is risen I Hallelujah!

Properties of the Church.
We say: "I believe in the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints." The Church is invisible
-we cannot see it. The people comprising the
Church are indeed visible, but the faith in Christ,
which makes them members of the Church, is invisible. Christ says: "The kingdom of Goel cometh
not with obsenation: neither shall they say, Lo,
here! or, Lo, there! for, behold, the kingdom
of God is within you," Luke 17, 20. 21. By faith
we become members of the Church; faith makes
us citizens of the kingdom of God; and this faith
is within .us, invisible to all eyes but God's. God
knows who are members of the Church, He can
look into every man's heart and see if he believes,
as St. Paul writes: "The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them
that are His," 2 Tim. 2, 19; but to all others the
Church is invisible.
_ Nevertheless, we need never . doubt that the
Church is. Though we cannot see the Church, yet
the Scriptures assure us "that the Holy Ghost at
all times gathers and preserves a congregation of
believers." The Church is built upon the same
Rock on which . Peter was built, namely, Christ;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it,
Matt. 16, 18. There have, indeed, been times when
the Church seemed about at an end, as, for instance,
in the days of Elijah,.who thought himself the only
chlld of God left on earth, but as at that time there
were yet seven thousand in Israel who had not
bowed to Baal, 1 Kings 19, 8-18, so God has ever
protected and preserved His Church, and will continue to do so till the end of days.
We further confess the Church to be ona.
Though outwardly Christians may differ, yet inwardly
Christians, if th·ey be true Christians,
are one body, whose only head is Christ. Since
all believers are members of the Church, it neces-

all

The Lutheran Pioneer.
sarily follows that the Church can be but one. All
believers upon earth m·e thus most closely united.
They a1·e one body, guided by one Spirit and looking forward in hope to one heaven. They have one
Lord whom they all obey, one faith in the one
Savior, and one Baptism. They are the children
of one Father, wherefore, as members of one household, they should since1·ely endeavor to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, Eph. 4,
3-6. To this end let us hold fast the profession
of our faith without wavering and not hearken to
the opinions of men, for Christ .says: "If ye cont i1rnc in my Word, then are ye my disciples indeed ; nnd ye shall :know the truth, and the truth
slrnll make you free," John 8, 31.
'J'he Church is also holy; it is the congregation
of saints. Of course, this does not mean that the
Chmch is composed of sinless people. In themselves the persons comprising the Church are just
as sinful as others. 'l'he Church is holy through
Christ, as t he apostle writes: "Christ also loved
the Church, and gave Himself for it, that He might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the Word, that He might present it to Himself
a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or
any such thing, but that it should be holy and
without blemish," Eph. 5, 25-27. Jesus gave
Himself ior the Chmch and thus gained for it
forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. By faith
the members of the Church appropriate 1mto themselves the righteousness of Christ and clothe themselves in His robe of beauty, offered them in the
Gospel and holy Baptism. Such being the case,
God, for Christ's sake, no longer sees in them
sinners, but saints. Christ's blood has removed
all spots and wrinkles, and they are holy and without blenush before God.
But the Church is holy in yet another sense.
Being justified before God for Christ's sake, true
believers show their gratitude to God by serving
Him with holy works. As new creatures they walk
before God in newness of life, and serve Him in
godliness and holiness.
·
Thus, we see, the Church is holy in a twofold
sense; namely, in the first place, because all its
members have their sins forgiven for Christ's sake,
and, secondly, because every member of the Church
strives to lead a holy life.
Finally, the Church is called the Ohristian
Church. The reason for this is very plain, for
Christ is the Foundatio~, Head, and Lord of the
Church. St. Paul says of Christ that He is the
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chief cornerstone of the Church, Eph. 2, 20, and
1 Cor. 3, 11 he writes: "Other foundation can no
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ."
The Church is built on Christ, says the apostle.
Christ is the sole foundation. The Church is indeed built by the preaching of the Gospel, but the
center, the pith, the kernel of the Gospel is Christ.
Christ and His merits are the foundation of the
Church. This is the Rock on which Peter was
• built, and this is the Rock on which the whole
Chmch, the congregation of all believers throughout the world, is built.
Christ, Thou a.rt the sure F oundation,
Thou t.he Head nnd Cornerstone;
Chosen of the Lord, and precious,
Bindiug nil the Church in one;
Thou Thy Zion's Help forever,
And her Confidcucc alone.

F. J. L.

Justlfl.ed In Christ.
Christ, in His resurrection, was first of all justified for His own person (Is. 50, 5; 1 Tim. 3, 16)
when the righteousness of God declared itself perfectly satisfied and paid by this our Substitute, and,
as it were, fmnished Him with a receipt thereof;
and this took place in the resurrection, when He
was clismissed from the debtors' prison and set free.
Now, inasmuch as the Substitute was justified, all
debtors hav~ also been justified in Him.
J. Ramback.

Absolved In Christ.
As God punished our sins in Christ, because
they were cast upon and imputed to Him as our
Substitute, so, in like manner, by raising Him up
from the dead, He, by this very deed, absolved
Him from our sins that were imputed to Him, and
hence, in Him, has also absolved us.
J ol,n Gerh~rd.

Risen In C.lirlst.
What Paul says of Christ's death, 2 Cor. 5, 14:
''We thus judge, that if one died for all, then were
all dead," can also be applied to Christ's resurrection : If one rose for all, then. are all risen and
justified; because God was in Christ and reconciled th.e world unto Himself, and imputed their
sins not unto them, for He imputed them unto
Christ. -A. Btn.&Bfl,888.
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Ashamed of Jesus.

a stranger asked her who that disfigured and deformed person was, and the daughter r efused to
We recently read the following sad story: own the mother - was ashamed of her mother I
·A loving mother was obliged to leave her children
A sad story, indeed. Well may we be shocked
at home while she went for a necessary purpose when we read of such base ingrn.tit ude.
to a neighbor's. When she returned, the house
But we once heard from. an aged pastor a much
·was in flames, nud she soon discovered that her sadder story. He had among his catechumens a
bright Christian boy in whom be
..-: ·...:;-_ ; :· ... . ....
took much deliglit. On Confirma.. . .. , . ·"!.-:--, ··
t
ion Day the boy, with tears in his
. . ._.; ·'j' . "
. ,
'
eyes,
confessed his faith in "the
.
. ·... -...· . ·-·
, avior, and promised faithfulness
•,
un to death. But, alas ! soon after-~:. ": ~- ":
•. '!.
ward the boy was put to work in a
..
factory
where he was sm-rot111Cled
• ,•
-.
. ..
by
wicked,
unbelicviug men. 'l'hese
:,
..··.
ri diculed his reHgion, caJ)jng it
.
..:-~, "a bloody r eligion," and mocking
·-· -~ him for believing in one who bore
l
a crown of thorns and died upon
a cross. 'l'he boy forgot his solemn
Yows, 1·cf11scd to own the Savior was ashamcrl of J csus, who bo1·e
the crown of the thom s, and shed
Flis blood, nncl clierl on the cross
f"or his salvation.
A sad story, incleecl. But a
similar story every pastor can tell
when he t hinks o:f those who on
Confirmat ion Day promised t o remain Iaithf1il to their Savior, but
who later fell away and were
ashamed of Jesus. The very low1iness ancl bruises and wounds
which H e bore to deliver us from
death induces many to turn away
f rom H im and to refuse to own
Him as their Lord and King. How
sad!
Will ye also go away? Will ye
also be ashamed to confess the
Siwior and His words before men?
The Rilen Savior Appearing to Kary Kagdalene on Eaater Korning.
.Ashamed of Jesus? No, no I
"Asbo.med of Jesus! tho.t deo.r Friend
infant child was yet within the building. She
On whom my hopes of henven depend I
TU.Shed into the flames, though the people tried to
No; when I blush - be tl1is my shn.me, keep her back. On the bed where she had placed
'Xho.t I no more re,•ere His no.me."
"it she found her little child. In a few moments it
GoD's WonD. -There is no greater manifestawas safe, but the mother was shockingly burned.
~he suffered long and patiently, and in a few tion of the wrath of God than the disappearance of
·months she recovered, but her burns left her ter- His Word. And again, there is no greater grace
"ribly disfigured. '.L'wenty years afterward, when or gift of God than this that we should have His
the child had grown into a blooming young woman, Word to read it. -L'Utlier.
•

~

~

• •
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My Guide.
Jesus is my faithful Guide,
He is ever ncnr my side.
'Tis He who lends me nil t he wny Gently lends me les t I s t ray.
When my joys nre turned to g rief
He quickly comes to my relief.
He will nll my sorrows shnre
If I go to Him in pra.yer.
When my en1·thly life is o'er
And I len,·e I.his enrt.hly shore
i •fay I l1enr the Savior say,
"I will guide thee nll the wny,"
Mn.y my soul then tnke it.s flight
To that lnnd where there's no night..
To thnt endless lnnd above
Where nil is joy nml Goel is lo,·e.
ESTUER Pl-.'TEIIS O;,,.

A Sinner - But Not Damned.
Luther says: "Once upon a time the devil
came to me, and said, 'Martin Luther, you are n
great sinner, and you will be damnccl.' 'Stop,
stoJ>,' said I, 'one thing at n time. I am a great
sinner, it is hue, though you have no right to tell
me of it. I confess it. What nc~t ?' "l'hereforc
you will be damned.' 'That is not good 1·cnsoning.
It is true I am a great sinner, but it is writtpn,
"Jesus Christ came to save siuucrs," therefore I
shall be saved. Now go yom· way.' So .I cut the
devil oil: with his ow11 sworcl, and he went away
mourning because he could not cast me down by
caHing me a sinner."
Clirist was "delivered for our offenses, and
raised again for our justification.'' In Him there
is salvation for all sinners. Those who reject
Christ . and His work do not get this salvation
offered to them in the Gospel, and therefore they
remain under the wrath of God and are damned;
for it is w1·itten, "He that believeth not shall be
damned." .But every sinner that trusts in Christ
and His .finished work o:f redemption is free from
wrath and damnation. He has forgiveness. of sins
ancl eternal salvation. He is "justified from all
things," Acts 13, 39. Being justified by God Him~
self, the believer can defy the devil and nil the
powers of darkness; for it is written: ''Wbo shnll
lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is
God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth?
It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who
also maketh intercession for us," Rom. 8, 33. 34.
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And again it is written of believers: "There is
now no condemnation" - mark well! - "no con'demnalion to them which are in Christ Jesus,"
Rom. S, 1.
" No condemnation I" precious word.
Consider i t, my soul:
Thy sins were nil on Jesus laid,
His stripes hn\'e mnde thee whole.

Easter Joy at Last.
It was En tcr moming, and the church bells
were welcoming the dawn of the joyous day in
\\ cmcrville. 'J'hc cold clays of a long winter were
gfring pince to the mild, sunny days of spring,
There wn. an E n -lcr service at the old Ridge
church a. mile out o[ town, and from near and far,
in vehicles and on foot, the people of that vicinity
were wencling their wny thither, greeting each other
as they met or pnssecl on the way according to a
cu~tom their parents had brought with them from
their :fathcrlancl, with the blessed truth, "The Lord
is risen.''
On that joyous morning, judging from the
beaming couutcnnuccs nnd the cheerful greetings,
e,·e1·ybody had entered into the spirit of the day,
ancl wns t-ruly happy. Everybody, dicl we say?
No, there were two exceptions. Hiram Hazlett
nud his wiic Sarah were the exceptions. Easter
was a sad dny at the Hazlett home. Years before,
clcath had entered their home upon that day, and
snatched away an only child. Their wounded
hearts had never hcnlccl. They had never applied
the soothing balm of the Gospel. They nursed
their troubles, and 1·e11ewed their grief, and went
through life with their heads bowed in sorrow.
'rhey harbored bitter thoughts, and were trying
to make themselves believe that the dear Father
in heaven had dealt harshly with them. Satan was
gradually getting the mastery over them. At :first
they remained away from senice on each successive Easter, but by and by found it an easy matter
to stay away from God's house Sunday after S1mday.
On this pm·ticular Easter morning, however, to
the astonishment o:f all the neighbors, Hiram and
Sn.rah attended service. It came about in this way.
'J.'heir old neighbors, the Landorfs, who had moved
to a remote part of the country, had come to sptmd
Easter with their former neighbors, and had insisted so strenuously on attending the Easter service, that the host and hostess did not have the heart
to decline to accompany them.
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The Hazletts looked very grave as they approached the church, and were determined to be
reserved. They were not in the spirit of the day,
nnd did not want to be. In the burial lot, just
below the church, rested the earthly remains of
their loved one, and thither they meant to. direct
their steps, but the bell's ringing reminded all
that it was time for the service to begin, and they
entererd the place of worship.
The pastor was at the door to greet them, and
the Easter greetings that resounded on every side
awakened new thoughts in their hearts. The
hymns of, praise to ,the conquering Savior, and the
rending of the familiar story of His resurrection,
and the prayer for believing hearts to appropriate
the Easter joy, all helped to prepare those cold,
unhappy hearts for the preacher's message. It was
the old story that the Hazletts had almost forgotten
that now again fell upon their ears, ''He is risen."
"Because He lives, ye shall live also." "But now is
Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept." "Why seek the living
. among the dead ? Why grieve for your departed
loved ones as though they had perished?''
By such words the preacher found Iris way to
those hearts that had been so long locked to God's
grace. The spark of faith began to glow with new
life, and at last Hiram and Sarah Hazlett had
Easter joy. - Ex.

It Was for Itle.
It was on Palm Sunday aftemoon, at the hour
when a class of young -persons usually gathered in
a litt1e mountain cottage for instruction by a
traveling missionary. On that afternoon only one
young girl had come and was waiting for the
preacher. She had been learning during the week
the comforting words contained in the 53d chapter
of Isaiah; and as she toiled up the hillside; she
had been repeating the verses to herself; but her
heart did not yet realize the comfort they contain.
She did not know the meaning of being ''healed
with His stripes."
After prayer, with which the hour of instruction always began, Mary repeated the first four
verses in her chapter. When she reached the fifth
verse - "He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement
of our peace was upon Him, and ,vith His stripes
we are healed,'' tears filled her eyes, and before
~ g the end of the verse her head sank down,

aucl the fast falling tears dropped on the Bible
before her, as she sobbed out: ""It was for nte, it
wns for me."
"Let us thank Him, dear child, that it was for
you and for me," said the aged pastor. Auel they
knelt down and poured out their hearts in pro.yer
nud thanksgiving to Him who through His Word
had revealed Himself to l\Iary as he1· Substi tute in·
His sufferings and death. P ence :filled her heart,
peace through faith "in Cluist J csus, who was given
"for our offenses and was 1·niscd again for our
justification."
Only whcu we can say by faith, "It was for me,
it was for m,e. He was wounded for niy transgressions, He was bruised for my iniquities" only then will the joy and the comfort of Christ's
resurrection truly enter our hearts.

Preciousness of the Bible.
An old colored man in the West Indies, residing
at a considerable distance :Crom the missionary, but
exceedingly desirous of learning to read the Bible,
came to him regularly for a ·lesson. He made but
little progress, and his teacher, almost disheartened,
intimated his fea1·s that his labors would be lost,
nud asked him, "Had you not better give it over?"
- "No, mnssa," said he, with great energy, "me
never give it over till me die;" and, pointing with
his finger to John 3, 16, - "God so loved the
world," etc., - added, with touching emphasis, "It
is worth all de labor to be able to read dat one single
verse."

Confirmation. at Gold Hill, N. C.
The Lord's blessing is crowning the work of
Re,•. J. H. Dos,vell at Gold Hill with success. On
the second Sunday in March, five adults, who bad
been previously instructed in the Christian doctrine, confessed their faith and were confirmed.
Two c~rildren were also added to the church by
holy baptism. A very interesting fact about this
was, that two of the adults who were confirmed
had for years been seeking for conversion at the
"mourner's bench" in di:fferent sectarian churches,
but to no avail. Finally, they attended instructions and divine services in our church. Here they
learned the true way to salvation. May God keep .
them steadfast in their faith, and give them the
crown of life I
J. MoD.
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NOTES .
STA'.rIS'l'ICs OF oon COLORED MISSIONS. - From
the Statistical Year Book of the Missouri Synod
we take the following statistics of our missions
among the colored people for the year 1905 : Mission work was carried on at 28 stations: 19 in
N01·th Carolina, •.I: in Louisiana, 3 in Virginia, 1 in
Illinois, and 1 in 1.Iissouri. At the close o:f the
year, 30 laborers were at work in this mission field :
10 white and 5 colored pastol's, 5 white ancl 4 colored teachers, 1 white and 2 colored studen ts;
1 whi te aucl 2 colored lady teachers. T he mission
numbered 1751 souls, 787 communicant members,
209 vofu1g members, and 1159 pupils in the day
schools. Dlll'ing t he year $32,068.'.1:S were received
for the mission treasury, of which sum our colored
~ongregaLions contribu ted $2064.GS.
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'rhe man 1·eceived the books with great joy, thanking the teacher with tears in his eyes.
'J' he Great Day only will reveal all the good
clone by the blessed work of City }fissions, but
Christians will heartily thank God :for permitting
us to sec some of its fruits already iu this life.
A WELCOME GIFT. - From our German mission llaper we lea1·n that our Colored Mission recently received a valuable gift from the wiclow o:f
the late well-known Lutheran artist, Mr. Wehle,
of Milwaukee, Wis. Mrs. Wehle takes an active
interest in mission work, and has presented to our
Mission Boarcl 10,000 large beautiful Bible piehu es from the estate o.f her late husband. They
a1·e to be sold for the benefit o.f our Colored Mission. Some of the pictures may also be used to
adorn the chapels and schools of our colored people,
each picL"ltre remincl.ing them o:f Christ and His
work for sinners.

Cr.ry M:rssIONS IN ST. Lo01s. - T he latest report o.f Lhis mission has been kindly sent to us.
1?1·om it we learn that also in the past year God
NoR'l'H CAROLIN.A. - Immanuel College at
has abundantly blessed the work of the laborers Greensboro, N. C., we hear, is nearing completion.
in this important mission field. The Gospel of 'rhe work has been somewhat hindered by the prothe compassionate Savior was brought to the sick tracted rainy season ; but the professors and stuand the dyfog in the hospitals, to the prisoners dents will now soon have the joy o:f seeing the
in t heir prison cells, to the poor and the destitute sorely needed building finished, and we all will
in their lowly homes, to the children o:f the poor rejoice with them, especially i:f the necessary funds
in the mission school. And the Gospel proved a · have all been paid in. May many more contribupower of God, :filling the hearts of many poor sin- tions be sent in for this worthy cause. "God loveth
ners with sweet comfo1·t and the blessed assurance a cheerful giver."
of salvation. Said a, very sick person to the misThe Rev. 'Lash and his people at Salisbury,
sionary : "Brother, I met you at the City Hospital N. C., are glad that their chapel, which was deand heard you preach there. I am very sick and stroyed by a violent storm a year ago, is to be resincerely desire your prayers." " You are a wel- built. The work of rebuilding hti.s already begun.
come man," said another, "because you bring ·me
A MISSIONARY FOR AFRICA. - From the Luthe Wo1·d of God, and that gives me comfort in _my
tluwa1i
H crald we learn that a yo1mg man from
trouble." " The Word which you preach does me
Eshowe,
South Africa, has enterecl the college of
more good than medicine," said a sick woman to
our
Norwegian
brethren at Decorah, Iowa, to prethe missionary in one of the hospitals. And when
pare
himself
for
taking up the study of theology.
the missionary spoke to a patient who was. nearing
He
was
born
in
Africa,
his father being a merchant
death, pointing her to Jesus and His merits as the
at
Eshowe.
He
has
studied
in the school at his
sinner's only hope, and closing with the verse:
"I build my hope on nothing less than Jesus' blood home and has spent three years in England atand righteousness," the woman added with great tending school, frequently visiting Norway during
joy: "That is the only thing to depend on in life these three years. He speaks fluently Norwegian,
and in death." A poor old man passing the mission English, and the Zulu language, and intends to
school was attracted by the song of the children : enter the mission among the Zulus on completing
"Jesus, Lover of My Soul." The man entered the his studies.
schoolroom asking for that hymn, which, he said,
WHERE Christ is, there must needs be joy of
was to comfort him in tbe hour of death. The
teacher gladly gave him the printed hymn and also heart and peace of conscience; for Christ is our
a New Testament and our Lutheran Catechism. reconciliation, peace, life, and salvation. -Lufh,,r.
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New Orle~ns Items.

ST. PAUL'S celebrated the 25th nruriversary of
its existence on Sunday, February 25th. It was a
joyful and most interesting event. Since the congregation is, -in the majority of its members, an
outgrowt)l of the school connected with it, the
morning service was especially set aside to commemorate this fact. Rev. K. Kretzschmar of Mount
Zion Church preached the sermon. The real jubilee
service, h9wever, was held in the evening. Bethlehem and Mount Zion churches dropped their regular services to enable their members to worship
with St. Paul's. Also invitations had been extended to our white sister congregations in the city.
The result was a strong and representative gathering of colored Lutherans, together with a goodly
number of friends from our sister congregations.
The Rev. Prof. N. J. Bakke, who had come down
to attend the meetings of our District Synod, as
well as to take part in the anniversary festivities,
preached a fine sermon. Our colored Lutherans all
know and revere "Brother" Bakke, the real pioneer of our missions in this city, and were glad
they were to see him and to shake hands with him ·
again. We must ·not forget to mention the really
fine appearance of the interior of St. Paul's Church.
The congregation has certainly not spared any
effods in making their "house of God" a beautiful and inviting place to ,vorship in. .
'l'HE NEW SOUTHERN DISTRICT of our Missouri
Synod held its first session in this city in the latter
part of February. Permission was given the missionaries present to report on the growth and progress of colored Lutheranism in the South, and, encouraging them in their work, Synod pledged its
continued support. A number of visiting members took occasion to attend services at our colored
churches, among them being the president of the
Missouri Synod, Rev. Prof. F. Pieper, D. D., who
visited :Mount Zion Sunday morning, Febn1ary 25th.
Some. even felt interested enough to take
look
around in our prospering schools.

a

· :MouNT ZION SCHOOL now has an enrollment
of more than 200 pupils, with only two men to take
care of them.
A FEATURE of our congregational life is a number of societies among the memb9,l"s, either young
or old, or both. We may mention the Willing Work~rs of Bethlehem and an association bearing the

same name in St. Paul's. The latter were chiefly
instrument.'tl in the arrangement of the abovementioned anniversary jubilee and in the beautifying of St. P aul's Church, while the former especially cares for the sick and needy of Bethlehem
congregation, l1aving, during the ·year 1905, raised
nearly $30.00 for that purpose.
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Our Lord's Ascension.
Golden hnrps arc sounding, .
Angel voices sing,
Pcnl'ly gnt.cs nrc opened,
Opened for t he King.
Christ, the King of glory,
Jesus, King of Love,
Ts gone up in triumph
'.ro His throne nbovc.
All His work is ended,
Joyfully we sing:
Jesus l1nth nscendccl !
Glory to our King!

He who en.me to snvc us,
He who bled and died,
Now is crowned with glndncss
At His Fnther's side Never more to suffer,
Never more to die,
Jesus, King of Glory,
IR gone up on high.
All His work is ended,
Joyfully we sing:
Jesus hath nscended !
Glory to our King!
Praying for His children
In thnt blessed pince,
Cnlling them to glory,
Sending them Bis grace;
His bright home preparing,
Christians, 0 for you,
Jesus ever liveth,
Even loveth, too.
All Bis work is ended,
Joyfully we sing:
Jesus l1nth ascended!
Glory to our King!

Salcotccl.

No. 5.

The man was right. Christ's ascension is a
precious truth :for which we may well give thanks
to God. It is a truth full o:f comfort, as it strengthens the Christian's :faith, love, and hope.
The Christian's faith rests upon Christ and His
work. It embraces Christ as a divine Savior. Only
such a Savior can be of any help to sinners. The
Clu-istian believes that Christ is not a mere man,
but "tme Goel, begotten of the Father from eterui ty ." '!'his faith is strengthened by the precious
truth of Christ's ascension; for in His ascension
He retumecl to the Father, with whom He was from
all eternity. He said to His disciples, "Ye shall
see the Son of M:an ascend up where He was before!'
'l'o His enemies He said, "I go unto Him that sent
me." He was sent by the Father, and so He was
with the Father before He became man by taking
our human nature into His divine person. He that
ascended is the same that descended. He had come
down from heaven, hence He was there before His
incarnation. He was there from all eternity - the
almighty Son of the living God. He that ascended
was not a mere man. The psalmist, speaking of
Clll'ist's ascension, says: "God is gone up with a
shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet!' The
Savior in whom we believe is a divi-ne Savior, and
the Aclvocate who is gone to the Father to plead
:for us is a divine Advocate. We may safely trust
in Him.
.

A Precious Truth.

"Now aU Bia Christiana can rejoice
.And sing Bia pro.ise with cheerful voice:
Glory to God in heaven's high throne,
Our Brother is God's only Son."

After a sermon on Christ's ascension, preached
by out city missionary in a St. Louis hospital, one
of the sick exclaimed; "Thank God for this precious
truth of Christ's ascension I"

The Christian's faith rests upon the work of
Christ as a finished work. Only in such a work
there can be salvation for sinners. If th~ least part

•

•

•
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The Savior is our Prize;
of the work of our redemption had been left for us
He comforts us in snclncss,
to do, we should be lost forever. B}tt, thanks be to
Aucl fills our hcnrts with gladness ;
God, the work o-f our redemption is finished. This
To Him we lift our eyes."
faith of the Christian is strengthened by the pre*
*
*
cious truth of Christ's ascension. Our redemption
'l'hc Clu·istiun's hope is di rectcd towards the life
,vas the work for which Christ came down from everlasting. "If in this life only we have hope in
heaven, ancl His going back to heaven and His now Christ, we are of all men most miserable," says the
being "in the presence of God for us" is the crown- apostle. Our hope looks forward to the life to
ing proof that the work which He came to do is come. This hope of the Christian is strengthened
finished, tha.t His atoning sacrifice bas forever satis- ancl quickened by the precious t ruth o.f Christ's
fied the Father, and that the victory is won. Our ascension. The apostle tells us that Christ entered
Redeemer returns to heaven in glorious. triumph as heaven as our "forerunner." We shall surely folthe mighty Conqueror over all our enemies. We low and go whc1·e Ile has gone, since Ile is hut gone
are redeemed-; and sin, den.th, devil, and bell, in before us to prepare a place for us. Ile Hi msclf
whose captivity we were, ha.ve been made captives tells us: "In my Father's house arc many manand slaves. Therefore it is written of the ascended sions; i:f it were not so, I would have tolcl you.
Sa\"ior: "Thou hast ascended on high, Thou hast I go to prepare a place for you. L\ncl i r I go ancl
led captivity captive; Thou hast received gifts for prepare a place for you, I will come again and remen." It is our Substitute, our Representative, ceive you unto myself, that where I am, there ye
that has gained the victory and ascended trium- may he also." Christians are strangers ancl J)ilphantly into heaven. We are redeemed, and heaven grims in this world, "looking for the blessed hope,
is opened to us.
·
the glorious appearing o.f our great God ancl Savior,
J csus Christ." Ile will come again and take His
"The atoning work is done,
The Victim's blood is shed,
weary pilgrims home to be with Him in everlasting
And Jesus now is gone
bliss. When He ascended and the disciples looked
.His people's cause to plead:
He stands in heaven their great High Priest,
longingly up to heaven, two messengers of God ap.And bears their names upon His breast."
peared unto them and told them: "'l'his same
J csus which is taken .up from you into heaven shall
*
*
*
The Christian's love is directed, not to the pass- so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into
ing things of earth, but to the lasting treasures of heaven." "Yet a little while, and Ile that shall
heaven. He loves not the world, neither the things come will come." His coming again will be the
that are in the world. His affections are se.t upon fulfillment of all our hopes.
"A little while, our Lord slinll come,
things above. This love of the Christian is strengthAnd we shall wander here no more;
ened and more and more kindled by the precious
He'll tnkc us to our Father's home,
truth of Christ's ascension. The Savior says:
Where He for us hns gone before To dwell with Him, to sec His face,
"Where your treasure is, there will your heart be
And sing the glories of His grace."
also." Christ is the Christian's treasure, and as
He ascended into heaven, the Christian's love and
Whom Do You Serve?
affections arc directed heavenward. His heart is
in heaven. To him the things of this world have
'!'here arc only two kingdoms in this world, the
lost their attractions and are worthless in com- kingdom o·f Christ and the kingdom of the devil.
parison with the eternal treasures of heaven whither Man is either in the one or in the other. He canChrist bas ascended. Christians must not run after not be in both at the same time. He either serves
the perishable treasures of earth while above them Christ or he serves the devil. He cannot serve both
are flashing crowns of everlasting joy and glory. at the same time. Whom do you serve?
The apostle says : "Seek those things which are
above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of
'l1 HE Church is an assembly of people that deGod. Set your affections on things above, not on pends on things which do not appear, nor can be
things on the earth."
apprehended by the senses; namely, on the Word
"Farewell with all thy trenaures,
alone. This pc.'Ople believes what the Word says,
0 world, to falsehood given I
and gives God the glory, trusting that what He
Thy drou givea no truo pleasures;
We aeek the joys of heaven:
promises us. therein is true. - Luther.
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The Visible Church.
'l'hose whom the H oly Ghost calls He also
gathers. Wherever the Gospel is preached, there
congregations are formed . Through Peter's sermon
on the first clay of Pen tecost three thousan d souls
were brought to Christ, aucl of these t hree thousand
we reacl that they "continued in fellowship," that
they " were together," that they con tinued "daily
with one accord in the temple." And so it has ever
been ; wherever the Gospel has been preached, there
those who hearcl this Gospel came together and
formed congrnga.tious, or, as the Bible calls them,
churches. 'l'hus the Bible speaks of the Chl1rch of
E phesus, of the Church of Smyrna, and of .many
others. 'uch churches, or congregations, are t oday found over the whole world in great nmhbers. WhercYcr Christ is confessed and H is Word
is p rocla.imcc.1, there such confessors and hearers
form Christian congregations, or visible Christian
elm rr hcs. 'l'hc whole number of . these Christian
congrcgnlions upon earth forms the visible Church
of Uhrist. 'l'hc visible Church, then, is the " whole
number of tho. c who profess the Christian faitl1
and are gathered about God's Word."
I u the visible Church, however; there are among
the confessors, besides the true Christians, also
hypocrites. Christ says, Matt. 13, 47. 48: "The
kingdom of heaven" [ the visible Church] "is like
unto a net that was cast into the sea, and gathered
of every kind: which, when it was full, they drew
to shore, an d sat clown, and gathered the good into
vessels, bu t cast the bad away." . The Church as it
appears to man's eye is here compared to a net that
has in it good and bad :fishes. In t his same chapter
of Matthew Christ says that the visible Church is
like a :field in which tares are growing among the
wheat, Matt. 13, ·24--26.
As long as the Church is in this world, there
will be hypocrites among the true Christians, bad
among the good, ungodly among the godly, children
of Belial among the children of God. Among the
chosen twelve was Judas the traitor. In the congregation at Jerusalem were hypocrites like Ana1tlas and Sapphira. In the Church of Corinth a
member was guilty of incest, and in the seven
churches of .Asia Minor, of which we read in the
first chapters of Revelation, tares in plenty were
:found among the wheat. And so t.o-day there is
not a church without hypocrites. Of course, these
hypocrites do not really belong to the Church; they
are not of the true invisible ·church, but only in
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t he company of the true believers, for whose sake
the whole body of hear ers is called the visible
Church.
Unlike the true invisible Church, the visible
Church is not one, but is divided into many denominations, also called churches. Such denomi~ations are t be Lu theran, the Methodist, the Baptist, the Roman Catholic, and the P resbyterian
churches. In all these churches Christ crucified is
preached, in all of them Baptism is administered,
anu therefore true believers are to be found in them
all. But while this is true, it is also true that as
t hese denominations differ in their teachings, they
cannot all be right in their doctrine. If, for example, one church teaches that Baptism is a means
of grace wo1·ki.ng forgiveness of sins, and other
denominations claim that Baptism is no more than
au outward sign, only one of these teachings can be
r ight. Or i:f a certain church teaches that 'Christ's
true body and blood are really present in the Lord's
Supper under the bread and wine, and other denominations deny this, claiming that bread and
wine are mere symbols of the body and blood of
Christ, it is again plain ~hat not both teachings can
be right. To give another instance: If one church
teaches t hat man is saved alone by grace, through
faith in Cluist's merits, and another denomination
denies this, claiming that salvation depends in part
on a man's good works, every sensible man must
see that here is a contradiction, making it impossible for both cluu-ches to have the truth. But how
are we to :find the tr uth? How are we to know
which church, if any, has the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth? No doubt, there is but
one touchstone and that is the Bible. Christ ga,•e
command to His disciples to teach men to observe
all things whatsoever He had commanded them,
Matt. 28, 20. That church whicli teaches not only
some, but all things that Christ has commanded is
without a doubt the true visible Ohurck, the church
to which it is God's will that we should belong.
But is such a church to be found? Is there
anywhere upon earth a church that teaches the entire Word of God in all its purity, and administers
t he Sacraments according t.o Christ's institution?
Yes, thank God, there is such a church; there is a
. church which, by God's grace, has in all things
clung to the Law and Testimony, which, despite
all the weaknesses and frailties of its members and
the treachery of hypocrites in its midst, teaches
and confesses all things that Christ has commanded.
And what church is this? It is our dear Lutheran
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Church. While other Christian denominations have
swerved to the right or to the left, our church, by
God's grace, and not our own merits, has in all its
teachings built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, receiving nothing but the Scriptures
as our rule of faith. As the sun in the heavens
•really is the only regulator of time, so also the Bible
is and remains our absolute and supreme rule. Goel
in His unmerited goodness has kept before us the
words oi Christ: "If ye continue in my Word, then
arc ye r.ny disciples, indeed; and ye shall know the

Be not Weary.
Sometimes Christians grow weary and arc ready
to faint, bec.iuse they see so lit tle fruit of their
honest efforts. .But we must remember that the
Lord Jesus never tells us to be successful, but faithful. In fact, He cares nothing for success that is
purchased at the expense of faithfulness. We are
simply to do faithJ:ully what He commands us to
do, and leave the results to Him. When Christ
eommnnded P eter on the shore of Galilee: "Launch

OUR LORD'S ASCENSION.

truth, and the truth shall make you free," John 8,
31. 32.

May God ev~r hold His protecting hand over
our beloved church .and tench all its members devoutly to pray:
Lord, grant that we e'er pure retain
The catechismal doctrine pl11in,
. As Luther taught the heavenly truth
Jn simple words to tender youtb I

.

F. J. L.

FAIT:e: cannot lie still and rest. I.t is a living,
busy thing; not dead, but living; not idle, but
busy.

out into the deep," Peter's reply was that they had
been toiling all night and bad caught no fish;
"neverthele~s, Lord," he added, "at Thy word I will
let clown the net." In obedience to the. word, .a nd
trusting in that word, he faithfully did what the
:Master commanded him to do, and great was his
reward.
Christ, befoi·e His ascension, gave His Christian~ the command to preach the Gospel to every
creature and to teach all nations, and He added the
promise, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world." In obedience to His command,
and trusting His promise, we a.re to labor faith-
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fully in the m1ss1on Jielcl and leave the results to
Him who never breaks His promises. " e are to
be faithful in planting and watering, and remember that it is God who gives the increase. Our
faith rests upon His Word and is sure that our
work is not in vain. 'l'o t he eye of faith many
things arc clea1· that to the eye oi sense are exceedingly dark. It is our part to sec to it that what we
do, also in the mission field, springs from faith in
Christ and out o.f a sincere desire to honor Him.
'Ne may then calmly r est upon His own word: "He
that rcapeth r eceiveth wages, and gathereth fruit
unto eternal Jife; tlrnt both he that sowetb and he
that rcapcth may rnjoicc together," Jolm ,J, 3G.
, 'o the Holy Ghost cheers the heart oi the tired
wilh Lite word : "Let llS 11ot he weary in welldoing;
101· in due scu on we shall reap, if we fai nt not,"
Gal. 6, 9.
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limes too trong for me; I m ust cry out, and pray

to de Lord ior H is help.'
When n ear the end o.f his life, he exhorted all
nbout him to cliug lo the a,tior and to be sure to
li,·c to God . He spoke ma11y words of comfort
especially lo his wife, who faithfully cared for him
nil the lime of his atniction until he departed to be
with the Lord, in whose presence is fullness of joy
an<l at who e right hand arc pleasures for e,ermore.

- - -- •·--- -Comfort in a Cloud.
fn n lonely cottage there lived a poor woman,
who wn o,·crwh •lmccl wi th trouble and sorrow, but
who always appeared. cheer Cul and happy ; for she

" Be thou not wen ry, for t he, wo1·k is grci1t,
And t ime is short, the lnborcrs nre few;
Soon, soon to nil, will close t he vineyard g:ite,
Do well nnd truly whnt t hou hnst to do.
" Be t hou not weary, slacken not thy zeal,
Sow brnadcnst, for t he hn r vcst comes nt lcngt.h ;
E'en now thy 1\fnster docs Himself rC\·cal,
Look thou to H im for all the needed strength."

Patient In Affliction.
A pastor who labored many years among the
colored people relates the following:
Among the colored men was a. sugar boiler.
His nan~c was Robert. F or seYcral years he was
dread fully affi.icted and had to sufrer much pain.
It was thougl)t that his affliction had been caused
by a drop of boiling sugar falling on l1is a1·111 whilst
he was at work. The place b1·oke out and the sore
spread, so that his fingers fell off. The disease
went to his head, and. his eyes fell out, as also .
. pieces of his skuli. His feet were likewise affected,
and came off. Yet he bore all this with wonderful
patience, at times even 1·ejoicing in the hope of 'being received to the place prepared for him by the
Sa\'ior in His Father's house, where there is no
death, neither sorrow nor crying.
The last time I visited him I could not bear to
look upon him, but only talked to and prayed with
him at the door of his cab'in. When I asked how
he was, he said he was just waiting the Lord's time
~hen He should call for him. "Massa," said he,
"two bands gone; two eyes gone; two feet gone;,
no more clis carcass here. 0 massa I de pain some-

Colored Lutheran M:i11ion School in St. Louie, Mo.

was n child or Goel nod trusted firmly in His
promises.
.One ,lily ii friend ol'. hers, who hncl come to \'isit
her, said, ' Why, Mary, you must have Yery dark
days; they must overcome you with clouds someti mes."
"Yes," she said; " but then I often find there is
com fort in a cloud."
"Comfort in a cloud, Mary?"
"Yes," she said, "when I sit here by the window
burdened with trouble, and see the clouds in the
sky, I think of the words: 'A cloud received Him
out of ti1eir sight.' And that reminds me of His
promise : 'Let not your heart be troubled. I go to
prepare a place i or you. I will come again and receive you unto myself, that, where I am, ye may be
also.' He will come again 'in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory,' and all His children
"'ill be gathered home·in our Father's house."
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Steadfast In Faith,

Not only in heathen, but also in other countries,
cspecinlly in Catholic communities, followers of the
Gospel must often suffer much for the truth's sake,
as may be s.een from the following incident which
we take from the report of a Protestant missionary in Itnly:
Giovnnni Besso embrnced the Gospel a few years
ago. His Romish friends and relatives did all in
their power to induce him t~ give up his faith; at
Inst they drove him from his home. Besso wen t to
Cantoncello, and supported himself by his labor.
He married, nnd led his wife and her relatives to
give up their Romish superstitions; and his influence was so much felt in the neighborhood that
whenever the missionary visited the plnce, be was
sure to find a large and attentive audience. At the
beginning of the year, Besso heard thnt hjs mother
wns seriously ill; he immediately set out to visit
her, not without anxiety as to the reception he might
meet with. 'l'o his great consolation, his mother
welcomed him with affection, without referring to
the pnst. One evening, when they were together,
she took his band and said,
"You love your mother, do you not?"
"More than I can tell."
''I am dying; promise me that you will do what
I ask; and before you answer me, think of it as
the last request of your dying mother."
"Mother, I will · do for you all that is in my
power; what is it?"
"No, I do not want a conditional promise; assure me that you will do what I ask."
"I can only repeat that I'll do all in my power."
"Very well; to-morrow morning I will tell you
what I expect from you."
The next morning the mother said to her son:
"The priest is coming in an hour to give me the
communion; 1 ask you, as a last favor, to recite
the prayers to the holy Virgin with me."
Poor Besso was cut to the heart. "0 my mother,"
he said, "you know I cannot do that."
"Then go away," said the mother, "and do not
come here again," and she turned her face to the

,van.

"Mother, mother," exclaimed the son in bis
anguish, "ask for all that I have; ask for my blood,
and you shall have it, but do not ask me to deny
my Savior, in giving to creatures the worship and
the trust that belong only to Him I"
"Go; you are no longer my son," said the

mother.

Full of grief, Besso left the house, and wnnclcrecl about, often thinking of the Savior's words:
"He that loveth fnther or mother more than me is
not worthy of me." 'fo Him he prayecl to deliver
him from this trial.
'l'oward e,•ening he returned to the house and
ventured with much hesitation to enter his mother's
room. To his great smprise, the mother held out
her hand to him and said,
"Be my son ; 1 will respect your convictions
and not ask you to give up your faith. Stay with
me and close my eyes."
'l'hose who enjoy liberty of conscience should
thank Gou :fo1· this great blessing and remember
in their prayers those Christians who must often
suffer for their faith. 'l'herefore we pray in our
General P rayer : "'! 'hose who are in suffering for
Thy name and for Thy truth's sake comfor t, 0 God,
with 'l' hy Holy Spirit I" ·

Remembering Jesus Christ.
We recently rend of nu old preacher who died
iu this country in 1807, nearly ninety years of age.
In his old age he could hardly recollect anything
auu was for a long time unable to engage in public
services. 'l'owards the last days of his life be was
taken to the house of a beloved son, where he was
attended to with the most loving ca1·e. On the
evening before his death a neighboring pastor visited him, but the old preacher did not know his
friend. Being told who he was, he said: "No, I do
not remember any such person." He did not recognize even his own son. "I do not remember," he
said, " that I have a son." In short, his memory
was so weakened that he knew none of his family
or friends about him. At last he was asked, "Do
you remember the Lord Jesus Christ ?" His eyes
brightened as he exclaimed: "Oh yes! I do, I do I
He is my Lord and my God in whom I have salvation."
The story reminded us of an incident of our
college days. One of our schoolmates took sick,
ahd when he one night seemed to be seriously ill
with n very high fever, the Director, or President,
of the college wns called to the sick-room. In order
to sec whether the sick boy could yet recognize any
one, the Director asked him, "Do you know me?"
"No," answered the boy.
"Do you know Jesus?" asked the Director.
"Yes, to be sure. I know Him. He is my
Savior," replied the dying boy.

The Lu~heran Pioneer.
Items from New Orleans.
TJrn 1''IR, T '.l'Jmrm 1\CONTHS o.f the year arc, as
a rule, very frnit[nl in evidences of spiritual activity within our local congregations. '!'he usual
statistical reports covering the :first quarter of this
year nl'C, therefore, highly encouraging. All Sunday nnd festival services have been well attended,
the averages in St. Paul's Church, for instance,
being 3!) adul ts and 70 chilclrep in the morning
service and 5!) adults and 11 children at night.
i\Iotmt Zion ancl Bethlehem, somewhat smaller in
membership than St. Paul's, average as high.
Ou1t scnoo i.s also arc still holding their own,
al though there has been, and is yet, much sickness
among all clas cs of children in town, while, on the
other hancl, rnnny of the older ones leave the city
at this time of the year to earn a few dollars on the
berry farms of the surrounding country districts.
- Ouly the other clay we again had opportunity
to note the infl11cncc and power of our schools in
the districts in which they are situated. A prominent member of a local colored sectarian church,
pointing to the school next to his church, said,
''We had to open up that building, otherwise the
Lutherans woulcl have taken all our children away
from us." But we g~t them in spite of their
schools, because they come to us of their own free
will.
ON PALM SUNDAY eight children were received
by confirmation in St. Paul's Church. Pastor Lankcnau is also instructing three adults for admittance into the congregation. In Mount Zion and
Bethlehem churches confirmation will take place
on the Sunday after Easter. Pastor Kossmann is
preparing four adults for that ceremony, while in
i\Iount Zion one adult bas definitely announced
his intention of becoming a memoer, the number
o.f chilch-cn in both the latter churches being an
uncertain quantity up to the very moment of the
public ceremony. As a rule, the majority of those
being instructed are personally willing to be confirmed, but various circumstances often keep. them
from doing as they wish.
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'l'n E CONTRIBUTIONS ~\.ND COLLECTIONS of our
churches, schools, and Sunday schools during the
past three months amount to $609.62. Besides,
Luther College lately turned over to the general
treasury tuition fees amounting to $35.00.

NOTES.
Co1.01rno i\I1ssroN ScICOOL IN S-r. Lours. Our Lutheran city missionary in St. Louis, some
years ago, organized a mission school for colored
children, which has proved a blessjng to many.
'l'bc Rev. l\IcDaYid had charge of the mission
station until he was transferred to Charlotte, N. C.
At present the station is served by a colored student
from Springfield, assisted by students from our
St. Louis Seminary.
INDfAN l\I1ssr0Ns. - 'l'he Ilcv. D. Larsen was
1·cccntly installed as the second missionary of the
Lutheran Missouri Synod, to take charge of the
mission among the Menominee Indian tribe in
Wisconsin. May God abundantly bless the labors
o.f His servant in church and school to the salvation of many souls.

Too BusY. -About hundred years ago a teacher
in a school in N cw York City talked to his pupils
about the heathen. A. little girl eight years old,
who heard him, made up her mind that she would
labor in the mission field in some heathen land, if
it was God's will. Home duties kept her from fulfilling her resolution until she was thirty years old.
She then went to the island Ceylon as a missionary.
She laborecl·there for forty-three-yea.rs withoµt once
returning to America. When people asked her,
''Why do you not take a vacation?" she replied, ''I
am too busy." The name of this woman was Eliza
Agnew.

A. SAD CoMPL,\lNT. - A missionary writes from
Chinn : "I cannot forget what one dear woman
said to me when I was at Kwang-feng. She came
in every day and always listened so attentively. She
had such a sad face, and she told me how her son,
a yotmg man of twenty-five, bad died a few months
ago. He was a very dutiful son, and they were rebuilding their house so that he might open up a
--LO'.l'HER COLLEGE is sadly in need of a library. carpenter's shop, when he was taken ill and died in
If the kind reader finds himself in a position to be ' a few days. After she bad told me, with tears in
able to send us one or more good books, or wishes her eyes, she held my band and said, 'Oh, if you
to offer financial help in this direction, he may be had only come sooner you could have prayed for
assured that either, or both, will be cordially ap- him, and he might have recovered; at least, he
would have heard of Jesus.' "
preciated by professors and students.
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LuTHERAYS IN THE AR0TIO REGIONS. - "Greenland," says a traveler, "is far up in the Arctic regions. It is very cold, yet there are a number of
warm-hearted Lutherans in that country- about
10,000. Iceland is also a cold country and, like
Greenland, the home oI a. number of Lutheran
Christians."
Now, Uncle Jim might think "dem people way
up dar in dat cold country stay in bed all day and
keep a big fire in de fire-place." But it isn't so.
They know that idleness is wrong, and they are
busy in the work God has given them to do. They
also take good care of their children. Of the Lutherans in Iceland the traveler writes: "As soon
us 1\ child can hold a. book its pareni:s teach it to
1·end. 'The Bible, the Lutheran Catechism and
hymn-book arc their schoolbooks."
JAPAN. - '!'here are now 552 Protestant missionaries laboring in J a.pan. '£here are said to be
55,315 baptized persons, of whom 42,900 are communicants. There are 513 congregations, of which
93 are self - supporting and 346 are partly selfsupporting. There are 353 churches and 1074 Sunday schools. The money raised by these Christians
durhlg the past year was about $67,500. Of the
different denomiuations represented, the Presbyterians are the strongest, havi:i;ig 12,000 adult
members.
A Cos'l'LY GIFT. - A very poor old woman came
to her pastor, and taking care not to be seen by
others, put a small packet into his hand. It was
a gift ,for the mission treasury. "That is ·between
you and me and the Lord," she said. The pastor
thought that the packet probably contained a few
coppers, and put it into his pocket unopened. When
he later unfastened the string and paper in which
the woman;s gift had been wrapped, he found to
his surprise that it was all in silver. "Truly,"
saicl he, "it is a costly gut, for it must have cost
much self-denial and self-sacrifice."

When they, on the 1st of October, 1705, accepted
the call as missionaries to that distant country, they
clicl-so with the declaration: "We go in God's uanie;
if Goel gi ves us but one soul from the heathen, our
voyage will be well r ewarded."

The Bible in Africa.
When the British nncl Foreign Bible Society sent
out the Scriptures to the Hottentots in Namaqua
Land, South Africa, one lad said to the missionary,
"If you will let me have a Bible, I :will do three days'
work in your garden."
In the Sunday school, when the missionary announced that he had Bibles for sale, one child said,
"I have a goat; I shall buy a Bible fot· myself."
Another saicl, "I will ruu and ask my father for a
goat." In this way goats were turned into Bibles.
Acknowledgment.
Received for Colorccl Jl/issio11s from Grncc Church in
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The Poor Saint.

.
SuggcsLcd by t.hc Gospel ror tho first Sundny nfter Trinity.
No cnrthly glory crowned his brow,
No enrthly prospect on him smiled,
Through wnnt he trnced bis wny below,
Through sorrow, God's confiding child.
Amid life's snd nnd fleeting scene
His l1ope wns fixed on joys nbove,
In nil the storms of grief serene,
Supported by n. Father's love.
How sweet the ehn.nge in one glad hour I
The rnnsomed soul, without n. sigh,
· Exulting in a Sll.\•ior's power,
Bren.thcd its Inst breath n.nd rose on high.
Alt ! Lord, let nil the earth deride,
Let shnme nnd poverty be mine,
So den.th be by Thy power defied,
So angel nrms conduct to Tbinc!
Dr. 0. P. Krauth.

Two Beggars.
The one was a beggar in this world, longing for
a crumb of bread; but he was rich in the other
world, enjoying all the treas~ires of heaven. The
other was rich in this world, enjoying the "good
things" of the earth; but he was a beggar in the
other world, longing for a drop of water to cool
his tongue in the flames of hell.
Lazarus was the beggar in this world. He was
laid at the ~ich man's gate, "full of sores, and desiring to be fed with the crum:bs which fell from
the rich man's table." A wretched beggar I Friendless, helpless, homeless I Tortured by the pangs of
hunger I Suffering the pains of sickness, his body
being covered with sores I His path in life was,

No. 6.

indeed, the thorny path of want; and mise~y, and
pain, and suffering. But it h~d a happy ending.
"The beggar died, and was carried by the angels
into Abraham's bosom," where he was comforted.
He was taken to the place where God wipes away all
tears and where the weary are at rest. Blessed
change ! From poverty and want to eternal riches I
From sorrows and sufferings to everlasting joys I
How came the poor beggar to this place of bliss?
Not through his poverty and sufferings. No.
Among the poor and wretched in this world the
devil has many servants who will spend eternity
with him in hell. We know from the Bible that
only by faith in the Savior we can enter heave.n.
"God so loved the world, that He gave His onlybegotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life." Again
we read : "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life." Lazarus, the poor, sick beggar, was
by faith a child of God and an heir of heaven. He
was one of God's poor, "rich in faith." His patience in bearing his poverty and sufferings was a
fruit of his faith. As a child of God he submitted
to the will of his heavenly Father, trusting only in
Him as his Helper and Friend, who would in due
tiq1e relieve him. It was a believing child of God
that was carried by the angels into Abraham's
bosom, to be with Abraham, "the father of all them
that believe," and with all the saints in everlasting
bliss. It was a believing heir of heaven that joined
the throng of those of whom it is written: "These
are they that came out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes, and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before
the throne of God, and serve Him day and night
in His temple; and He that sitteth on the throne
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shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no
more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the
sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them,
and shall leacl them unto lh'1Dg fountains of waters;
and God shall wipe away all tears i-rom theit- eyes,"
Rev. 7, 14-17.

•

•

•

The name of the other beggar is not given. He
belonged to the wicked, and "the name of the wicked
shall rot," Prov. 10, 7. In this world he was a rich
man, and was "clothed in purple and fine linen,
and fared sumptuously every day." His path in
life was the flowery path of earthly joys and worldly
pleasures. But it had a sad ending. "The rich
man also died, and was buried; and in hell he
lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And
he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on
me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of
his finger in water, an,d cool my tongue; for I am
tormented in this flame." The rich man has become a beggar, begging for a drop of water. And
his begging is in vain. He is told that between the
blessed in heaven and the damned in hell there is
a great gulf :fi.~ed which can never be passed. His
punishment is without relief and without end.
Dreadful change! From the riches and luxuries
of earth to the everlasting poverty and want of
hell ! From· the joys and pleasures of this world
to eternal tortures and pains in the place of torment, where "the fire is never quenched."
How did the rich man come into that place of
torment? It was not simply because he was rich.
No. There are children of God and heirs of salvation also among the rich, like Abraham, and Job,
and David, and many others. From the Bible we
know that the sin of unbelief brings men into everlasting damnation. It is written : "He that believeth not shall be damned." And again : "He that
believeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath
of God abideth on him." The rich man was an
unbeliever, rejecting the Word of God and the salvation which it brings. This is clearly seen from
his own confession in hell. He asks that Lazarus
be sent to warn his :five brethren. And when told:
"They ha.ve Moses and the prophets; let them hear
them/' he still insisted that if one were sent to
them from the dead they would repent. He did not
think God's Word sufficient. He himself had had
that Word in his lifetime, but had rejected it in his
unbelief. His way of living had simply been the

fruit of that unbe1ief. He had lived only for this
world. He had had no love for God and his neighbor, but hacl set his heart on the "good things" of
the earth. He had cared only for himself and had
had no sympathy with the su[ering poor, no mercy
for the sick and the needy. His life had been the
life of an unbeliever who rejects God's Word which
offers the only remedy for sin. So he hacl died in
Ms sins nnd received the wnges of sin, which is
eternal death. His unbelief had brought him to
hell, into the company o.f those of whom it is
written: "The smoke of their t orment nsceuclcth
up forever and ever; and they have no i-est day nor
night," Rev. 14, 11.

*

Dear render, we have God's \Vorel, in which
Jesus and His salvation is offered to si1mcrs. Do
not reject that Word by unbelief. One thing is
needful- the salvation of your soul It is infinitely better to be a beggar on earth ancl to rest
in your Father's bosom hereafter, than to be rich
on earth and to become a hopeless beggar in hell
forever.• Better to beg bread for a little while on
earth, like Lazarus, than to beg water forever in
hell, like. the rich man.
.

"What" Will the People Say?"
"I know," said a Bengalee woman to a missionary, "that it is wrong to pray to idols o.f mud
ancl wood; but if I stopped doing so, what will
other people say?"
There are professed Christians who are )ike that
heathen woman. They k"llow that certain things
are wrong, but they clo tl~em, because they are ruled
in their actions by the thought: ''What will the
people say?" 'l'hey care more for the opinion of
the people than for the opinion of God, more for
the favor of men than for tlfe favor of their Lord.
They fear man more than God. But we should
fear God above all things. Christ says: "Fear not
them which kill the bocly, _but are not able to kill
the soul; but rather fear Him which is able to destroy both body and soul in hell," Matt. 10, 37.

---------·

,
God Hears All Our Words.

.

A profane coac'hman, pointing to one of his
horses, said to a traveler:
"That horse, sir, knows when I swear at him."
"Yes," replied the traveler, "and so .does Ms
Maker/"

The Lutheran Pioneer.

43

of our temporal means to the support of the church,
and we will never see our dear church in need, nor
shut
our ears against her cries for help.
'l'hc Holy Christian Church is the congregation
Yes,
we will even do more : we will not only
of saints. They who believe in Jesus Christ consee
to
it
thnt we hear the pure Gospel, but we will
stitute the im•isible Church; ior only believers, and
also
do
all
we ca11 to have the tidings of salvation
all believers, are members of the Church. He that
proclaimed
to others. Clu·ist tells us, "Go ye ancl
is a believer belongs to the Clnuch, but be that is
not a believer does not belong to the Church. Now, teach all nations," Matt. 28, 19, and in obedience
however, Ch1·ist says, "He that believcth not shall to this command every true member of the Church
be damned," from which it follows that outside the will, according to his ability, help towards having
pale of the invisible Church thct·e is no salvation. the pure Gospel proclaimed to every creature. .
From all this it also follows that we must avoid
H, t herefore, we desire to be saved, we must
all
false
churches. If false teaching endangers t he
take heed to be members of' the invisible Church.
soul,
then
we commit what we might call spiritual
St. Paul says, 2 Cor. 13, 5: "Examine yow-selves
suicide
every
time we listen to its preaching.
whether ye be in faith ; prove your own selves."
C'hrist,
therefore,
is very earnest _in His warnings
And Christ says, "He that shall endlll'e unto the
against
false
teachers,
and Paul beseeches us to
end, t he same shall be saved." To believe for a
avoid
them,
l\Iatt
.
7,
15;
Rom. 16, 17. Of course,
time, and then fnll away, cannot avail: we must be
faithful unto the end. We must, therefore, also we :know very well, and are glad to admit, that
take heed to 1·emain in the true faith, and thus, there are many children of God among the false
likewise, remain members of the invisible Church churches, and for this reason it is not the members
we condemn, but the errors of these churches.
unto the end.
But we have learned that faith is the work of Nevertheless, we can have no fellowship with them,
the Holy Ghost, who works faith in us, and keeps because we would thus become partakers of other
us in such faith, by means of the Word and Sacra- . men's disobedience towards the Word of God. By
ments. Without the Word there can be no faith; fellowshiping them we would confirm them in their
if we would 1:emain in faith, we must use God's errors; but by consistently avoiding fellowship, we
Word. But we have heard that not all denomina- rebuke their errors and thus practice true love to
tions in the visible Church have retained the Word the erring. If it is our sincere conviction that
of God in its purity, that almost all of them have God's name is ha.llowea by the pure preaching of
swerved to the right or to the left, and that these His Word and is profaned by him that teaches '
have built upon other foundations than that of the otherwise than God's Word teaches, we cannot but
F. J. L.
apostles and prophets. In such denominations the flee all false teaching and preaching.
salvation of the believer is endangered. Such being
the case, it cannot but be God's will that we should
Katy Ferguson and Her Mission School.
belong to that denomination where God's Word is
preached and confessed in its purity. That deKaty Ferguson was a poor colored woman, who
nomination, or Church, is our own dear Lutheran died of cholera in New York City, July 11, 1854.
Church . . We have heard that this Church receives The following is a condensed account of her and
no other guide and rule in spiritual things than her school, taken from Benson Lossing's history of
the Word of God. To adhere to this Church, then, the woman, as published some years ago.
is to follow the admonition of Christ: "If ye conKaty w~ born a slave, on board a ship, during
thine in my Word, then are ye my disciples indeed; its passage from Norfolk, Va., to New York. At
and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall that time, 1779, slavery was legalized in New York.
When Katy was-eight yeal'S old, she and her mother
make you free," John 8, 31. 32.
It naturally follows, if we be living members of were sold into bondage. The mother soon died,
the true visible Church, if we really love the pure leaving Katy without a known relative in the world.
Word and Sacraments, that we will also contribute Her new mistress took her frequently to the church
to the maintenance of the church according to our of the elder Rev. Mason. At sixteen, she became
o.bility. "The Lord hath ordained that they which a member of that church. About this time a kind
preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel/' 1 Cor. lady, with the assistance oi. the late Dr. Bethune's
9, 14. It will be our heart's joy and delight to give father, bought Katy's freedom for the sum of
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Being now free nnd earning wages, she
paid back half the a.mount:
At eigh~n, she married a colored man by the
name of Ferguson. She became mother of two
children; but her husband and children soon died,
and thus aga.in she was left alone in the world. She
now turned her attention to baking and selling
sweet-cakes, in which she excelled, having among
her customers many first-class citizens. Her place
of business was near the City Hall in New York.
Katy being a child of so~row, was thus trained
by the Master for an important work. She saw
around her poor nnd neglected children. These ':>he
gathered on Sunday to her humble home on Warren
Street, and she taught them the way of life, giving
also each one a sweet-cake as a token of her love.
This ,voman could not read; but she had an excellent knowledge of the Bible and of the way of
salv.ation. This she got chiefly from the Rev. Dr.
Mason and the sainted Isabella Graham.
When the younger Dr. Mason was ministering
in his new church, on Murray Street, his attention
was called to the work of this p_oor colored woman.
The next Sunday he called on Katy while her school
was in session. ''What are you about here, Katy ?"
said tlie Doctor. "Keeping school on Sunday?"
Katy was alarmed at the question, taking it as a
rebuke from her pastor. But he did not leave her
long in trouble. "This must not be, Katy," said he.
"You must not be allowed to do all this work
alone."
The next Sunday Katy's mission school was
moved to the basement of the :Murray Street church
and its work was much enlarged.
:Many ministers and laymen traced their early
religious impressions to the teaching they received
in that Sunday school, founded by this simple colored woman, who was born a slave, who could not
read, and who pursued a humble calling. She died
in faith and in peace, about the age of seventy-five.
Her last words were, "All's well." It is proper to
add that in her declining years, and while suffering
with the dreadful disease of cholera, Katy never
lacked attention and the comforts of life. Friends
remembered her and furnished the necessary means.
Arthur Tappan, the merchant philanthropist, had
her likeness taken, and kept it suspended in his
office.
If a poor, illiterate colored woman .could do ~o
much for Christ, should it not encourage others m
better position to work for the Savior and the spread
of His kingdom?
$200.00.
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Footprints.
"Whnt is that, father?" asked Benny.
"It is a footprint, my son, and is a sign that
some one came into our front garden last night."
"It must be," replied Benny, "for there could
not be a footprint 1mless somebody had been there
-to make it."
"That is tnte, Benny; and now show me some
of the footprints of the Creator."
.
"I don't understand you, father," Benny said.
"Well, who made all these beautiful :flowers,
these splendid trees, the clouds up in the sky, the
great 1·ound earth with its mountains and ~allc~•s
and lakes and 1·ivers? Who set the sun llammg m
the heaYeus, and the bright moon, and Lhe glittering stars?"
" Oh, God, to be sure."
"Then all these things are but footprint of the
Creator; they are the sign that there is a Creator.
See this plant that I hold - man could never have
made it! See all the glistening grass, hear all the
chirping birds - mnn did not nor could not mnke
them! · God made them, and they nre all 'footprints'
reminding us of the power, and wisdom, and goodness of God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth. Do you understand?" •
"Yes, father, I understand very well now, and
I thank you for teaching me thnt lesson. It makes
me think of a Bible passage which we recently
learned in school :
" '0 Lord, how manifold are Thy works ! In
.
wisdom hast Thou made them all; the earth 1s
iull of Thy riches.' (Ps. 104, 24.)"

A Gift· of Love.
One day an Indian asked the late Bishop
Whipple to give him two one-dollar bills for a twodollnr note.
The Bishop asked, "Why?"
The Indian replied, "One dollar for me to give
to Jesus, and one do\lar for my wife to give."
When asked if it was all the money he hnd,
he replied, ''Yes."
The Bishop was about to tell him, "It is too
much," when an Indian clergyman, who was standing near, whispered, "It might be too much fo~ a
,vhite man to give, but not too much for an Indian
who has, this year, heard for the first time of
Jesus."
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St. Paul's Church and School.
Our pictures present the church and the school
'olorcd LuLhcrau St. Paul's congregation
in New Orleans. 'l'his congregation, as our readers
· were all'eacly informed, recently celebrated with
great joy the twen ty-fifth anniversary of its organization. It is reported by the missionary that especially at t his station the OhrisLian day school provecl
a very important and bles ed missionary agency,
't. Paul's congregation being, "in the nrnjot·i ty of
its members, an outgrowth of the......school connected
with it. ' Others also have recognized lhe blessed
work done by our parochial schools in our colored
mission field. 'ome years ago a pastor, who is not
n member or the Sy1iodical Conference, wrote :
While I was pastor in - - , the population in
the neighborhood or our church was about half
whi te and half black. The appearance of most of
the negroes was not very prepossessing. However,
just opposite from our schoolhouse and next door to
one of our own fami lies there lived a negro family
that presen ted a pleasing contrast to many others.
T he family had but lately moved there and soon
attracted our attention, more particularly that of
my wife, who was n frequent visitor with our lady
next door. We noticed thnt while they had a large
of our

Colored Lutheran St. Paul'• Church UL Jfew Orlean1.

Colored Lutheran St. Paul'• School UL New Orlean■•

family o.f children, these were always cleanly and
neatly dressed when on the street, and were genial
and well-behaved. We also observed that one of
their boys was named Luther. Finding that the
girls worked out, we employed one of them, a girl
of perhaps fif teen, to help out, and found her a
very neat, cleanly and capable help. We found
also t hat this same girl, who was not ashamed to
do menial work in odd hours, was a bright student
in the Southern University. But the girl seemed
~•ery modest and in no way puffed up on account
of being a student.
One day as I passed on the side opposite their
house, I heard several of the children sing, "Commit thy way confiding," in a most touching manner.
Our interest was aroused as to this family. Finally
t.he wife and mother became ill, and then we learned
t.hat she was visited by no other than her pastor,
Rev.--, of the :Missouri Lutheran .Negro Mission.
There the people were members, and there the children attended the parochial school. ' And this remains as an indelible impression of what can be ·
clone by negro mission work right do,m in darkest
N e,v Orleans, especially by Lutheran work· with a
good parochial school in connection. Would that
there were thousands and tens of thousands of such
mission schools and churches I
To serve God is to praise Him. -Lutl,sr.
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The Immortal City.
Off in God's beautiful cit.y
Tears ccnsc fore'er to flow ;
Beautiful angels nre gathered
In g:1nnents white ns snow.
Blending their hca,venly voices
In some new song so sweet,
Singing God's prnise with t hanksgiving,
Kneeling with joy at His feet.
There flows n pure, cryst-al river
Through thnt fnir city of light;
The streets nre nil pn\'cd nnd shining,
God's presence mnkes nil so bright.
Ne,,cr n care or a shndow
Cnn enter thnt beautiful J>lnce;
All who hn\'e gone l1ome to glory
Are wearing a smiling fnce.
ESTUF.R PETERSON.

Near a Heathen Temple in India.
At the Kondnupur Festivnl wns a little boy totally blind, who sat by the roadside at the entrance
of the fair. What do you think he wns doing? He
was calling out at the top of his voice for money.
Yes; he was a little blind beggar. He was so earnest
about bis business, and kept on shouting, "Give
me 'money," "Give me money,'1 at tqe same time
moving his hand up and down to attract more attention.
Another day I saw a little girl near the temple
of the goddess. She was not begging, but leading.
Perhaps you wonder what I menn by this. Well,
I will tell you. As I went along I saw a ,voman
lying in the dust, so I watched her. She Jcept
lying down and getting up again, about every half
minute. She was measuring her distance, with her
!ace to the ground, till she should reach Ambabai's
temple. The little girl, perhaps this woman's
daughter, was pojntil_?.g out the way, and showing
the poor woman where she should fall down next.
0 how sad it was to see them I
· '!'hen I saw a boy who was wearing a long robe
and a string of shells round bis neck. The robe
was dirty, as it had been sprinkled with oil and the
dust had clung to it. He played two drums, which
were strapped to him. This boy was a worshiper
of .the goddess, and he and his people were called
by her name. Their work is to go among the people
who own bullocks: One of their number, having
been asked the name of the owner's bullock, spells
it out by a kind of deaf and dumb alphabet to his
friend with the drums. The latter usually stands

some distnnce awny. The drummer pays strict attention, and immediately he uncler;;tands the name
he beats his ch-nms and sings, bringing in the bullock's nnme as p:nt of the song. For doing this
they recei,•e money from the people, who seem to
think the performance wonderful.
During the fortnight thnt the festival lasted
many boys nud girls, :md e,·en babies, we1·c taken
to the temple to be presented to the goddess. It
was a painful sight to see them ns they wended their
way thithct·. They held their hancls together as if
in prayer, aucl "holy men" kept pots of flam ing incense 1·esting on their heacls cluriug the procession.
Their faces and legs were smeared wi th red and
yellow powder, n.nd a grain like rice was stuck on
their foreheads. Drums were beaten and pipes
played by men in front of the procession. Friends
and relatives, with gifts of coconuuts, cakes, and
sweets, and a sheep for sacrifice, followed.
While selling the Sc1·iptures I saw some little
boys shivering in the bright sunshine. What was
w1·ong ? They hnd been bathing in t he holy well
to get ricl of their sins. It wns a farthing for each
bath.
My heart was gladdened on several occasions
when bright-faced boys stepped up and bought
copies of the Gospels. We sold .some in front of
the temple and in sight of a place where we had
seen little children stooping clown and kissing the
feet of Ambabai's "holy men."
Pray for the poor heathen! - Missionary Liiik.

A Cheerful Martyr.
The martyr Fanin, who in the year 1550 was
burned at the stake in Ferrara for his evangelical
faith, went to his death very cheerfully. His cheerfulness was so great, that all who we1·e with him
were nstonished at his words of praise and thanksgivmg. One even reproached him, saying that he
should not be so cheerful since even Christ trembled in His agony and sweat great drops of blood.
Fn.nin replied, "Just for that reason because Christ
trembled in the agqny of death I need not tremble
and fear; for Christ trembled under the burden of
my sins, and endured . for me the agony of death
and the torment of hell. Why should I not be
cheerful and rejoice, since I know that my sins
are atoned for, and that I through death am taken
into everlasting life?"
He kept his cheerfulness of faith unto the end
and praised his Savior even in the :flames.
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A Visit in Greensboro, N. C.
We recently hn.cl the plensnre oi n. few clays'
visit in the bcantiinl city o.f Grcc11sboro, at the
hospilable home oi om· missionary, the Rev. J. C.
Schmiclt. We were glad to meet the members oi
our colored Lutheran Grace congregation and to
spend n. Sunday with them. The missionary having
an appointment for the day. at Elon College, the
Suudn.y ..,chool was held in the forenoon by 'l.'eachcr
Buntrock. It was opened wi th a hymn and prayer.
All present then recited in chorus the entire lcxt
of Luther's Catechism. 'l'his was followed by the
explanation o.f, nud examination on, a Bible story.
'l'hc scholars, who, we think, were or hacl been also
pupils oi the parochial school, answered well.
In the afternoon we attended n. very instructive
Bible lesson conclucted by Prof. Lochner, of Immanuel College. Almost every one present had a
Bible of his own. Each would in turn rend a verse,
which was then explained and applied. All seemed
lo take great in tcrest in this Bible service. In the
evening there was preaching service by tbe missionary. It was not a wild, noisy meeting, but the
orderly worship of Christian men and women. At
this service we had the welcome opportunity of
shaking hands with members of the church. The
impression made on us by the services of that Sunclay WI.\S, that the members of Grace congregation
are being well grounded in the Bible doctrines o.f
our Lutheran church. This wo:i:k is also done in
the parochial school under the able instruction of
Teacher Buntrock. We visited the school, enjoyed
the excellent singing o.f the happy children, and
could not but thank God for giving these colored
children the opportunity of learning what they
need, not only for this life, but also_ for the life
lo come.
In another part of the city, Professors Bakke,
Wahlers, and Loclmer hold services every Sunday
in the building which at present serves as the _tern. porary home o.f Immanuel College. We were told
that the services arc :well attended, and that there
are goocl prospects for building up a colored Lutheran congregation near the College.
To be sure, we were taken to see, at lenst from
the outside, the new college building, which is nearing completion. It is being built of granite stone,
and will be a very solid and very handsome building, well arranged and well adapted for its-purpose.
We, like others, were surprised to hear that such o.
substantial and beautiful building could b~ erected
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at such a low cost. li we mistake not, the cost ,vill
· be about $14,000 ; but the building is worth much
more than that. \Ve are convinced that if the members of the 'j11odical Con-fcrence could see the work
done, they would gladly contribute towards the
completion of the new College building at Greensboro. 'rhe builcliug is sorely needed, as any one
can sec who is taken through the old building which
now serves as a temporary home for the College.
We sincerely hope that the professors and students
of Immanuel College will have the joy of opening
the schoolycar next fall in the new College building.
We enjoyed our short visit in the beautiful and
thriving city of Greensboro. 1\fay God be with our
brethren in that important mission field and bless
their labors iu church, in school, and in Immanuel
College.

New Orleans Items.
ON TH.E SONDAY AFTER EASTER one adult and
seven children were confirmed . in i\Iount Zion
Church. 'l.'hree o.f the latter- had to be baptized first.
The adult, a young man of promise and a former
pupil of "i\fr. Vix's school," had been baptized a few
weeks previous to confirmation. He had been a
witness at the christening of his sister's child. The
present writer, who had performed this ceremony,
asked him why he had not joined the church after
having passed through the school.
"I wasn't ready at that time," he said.
"Don't you think you ought to join now? It
isn't too late yet," I rejoined.
"Yes, I think I ought to."
"Why, pastor, that boy ain't even christened
yet," put in her mother.
"What?" I asked, greatly surprised, "not christened, after all you learned in school? Don't you
know that Jesus ~nys you must be baptized if you
want to be saved? Don't you want to go to
heaven?"
"Yes, sir!'
"Then you want to be baptized?"
''Yes, sir!'
"When will you be ready?"
"I'm ready now," the answer came after a moment's hesitation.
So, as there was no reason for delay, he was
christened right there. He then promised to join
the church, and has kept his promise.
Two of the children who were confirmed with
him were gained through the influence of Luther
College. They had been instructed' for con:firma-
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tion ,vhile yet in school, but hnd been prevented
from appearing on the day of confirmation. Shortly
after, they left school. Perhaps we should never
have heard of them again, had they not entered
Luther College and thus remained under Lutheran
influence, with the result thnt they are now church
members.
l\fouNT ZION has also had some very sad experiences lately. A yolmg man who in youth had
given hopes of a promising future had soon after
his confirmation been lost sight of by both congregation and pastor. About three weeks ago the
pastor found him in - - , the county prison. He
had gotten into bad company and in a quarrel had
fired several shots at an antagonist. At the present
writing he is in the State Penitentiary, having.
been sentenced to a four years' term. The pastor
found him penitent and with the firm intention of
mending his ways by God's help._:. A young girl
from our school aged thirteen, a member of the
catechumen class, one morning fell to quarreling
with another girl and by her was stabbed to death.
She was not even baptized.
THE CONFIR?.[ATION AT BETHLEHEl[ CHURCH
has been postponed; perhaps we shall be able to
report on it in the ne::\.i; issue. However, Pastor
Kossmann has lately received one adult by baptism
and also reports having christened two boys, fourteen and ten yea.rs old, respectively.
THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE DISASTER AT
SAN FRANCISCO St. Paul's and Bethlehem churches
took up collections for our stricken fellow-Christians. Mount Zion followed a · week later. The
sum total of the three offerings amounted to $21.50.
THE AGGREGATE OF ALL COLLECTIONS and contributions from our three stations during the month
of April is $300.00, of which sum $87.87 represents the special Easter offerings.
· THE REV. LANKENAU reports three colored
''preachers" having visited his services- out on a
still hunt for a sermon, we presume.
THE ANNUAL JOINT CONFERENCE of our local
churches will be held in Mount Zion church May
13th to 15th. The next issue of this paper will contain a. detailed account of the meetings.

"PJ1AISB thou not thy work, but let thy work
praise thee."

Thou, God, Seest Me.
'rhou secst me - when I do wrong; therefore
I will be warned. Thou secst me - when I do
right; therefore I will be encourngecl . Thou seest
me - when I am tempted ; therefore I will be
valiant. Thou seest me - when I suffer; therefore
I will be patient.

Obituary.
On Tuesday, May 15th, the Lord called to Himself the beloved and only child of our teacher,
M:r. E. ,v. Reicl, after granting it a life here of
ten months and twelve days. M:ay our heavenly
Father who caused these parents grief also console
them, and let them learn by their own experience
that all things work together for good to them that
love God.
J. MOD.AVID.
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Assurance of Faith.
Herc 1 cnn firmly rest;
I dare to l>oast of this,
T hat God, t he highest nnd the l>cst,
ry God a nd l?athcr i .
Nn ught hn"c I of my own,
Naught in t he life I lead ;
What Christ hath given, that nlonc
1 dnre in faith to plead.
I rest. upon t he ground
Of Jesus and Bis l>lood,
J.t is through H im that 1 hnvc found
~Jy soul's eternal good.
·
His Spirit in me dwells,
O'er all my mind He reigns,
My care nnd sadness He dispels,
J\nd soothes nway my pains.
Prom l11 c German by O. H'i11f,aoortl1 •

A Well-Spent Life.
We recently 'overheard the following conversation between two young women, who sat not :Car
rrom us in a train.
"I heard, M:ary, that your n.unt Lenn died after
a short illness."
"Yes, she wasn't sick Jong, and we were nll
glacl that she didn't have to suffer much."
"I was also glad to hear it. The poor woman
hnd trouble enough in her lifetime. She was always
n hard-working woman."
"And always wo1·king for other people, too."
"Yes, I reckon it must 11ave been. a great comrort to clenr Lena to thin~ of nll the good she's
clone."
"She certainly found great comfort iu looking
back 011 her well-spent life."

No. 7.

Here an elderly gentleman, who sat opposite the
womeu and who evidently was an acquaintance
or theirs, interrupted them saying, "Well, Mary,
I knew yolll' am1t Lena, the dear old soul. We all
lo,·ecl her £or her pious and charitable life. But
she surely did not seek com.fort in her last sickness
by looking back on her well-spent life. She knew
hcL· Bible better than that."
And then the old gentleman made plain the wny
or salvation as 1·evealecl in t he Gospel. He quotetl
many Scripture passages showing that we a.re sa.vecl,
not by our works, but by grace through faith in
Jesus, the sinner's Savior a.ucl only comfort in li!e
and death.
.As they reached their l10ine at one of the next
stations, the two women left the train, the old
gentleman helping them with their bandboxes and
. satchels. We hope they profited by what their
friend told them about the way of salvation. - ·
It is pitiful to hear people speaking of a dead
perso}\ as having found comfort in looking back
upon bis well-spent life. No matter who the person
was, according to the Bible all his "righteousnesses
are as filthy rags," and there is surely no comfort
for the soul to be folmd in a pile of dirty rags.
'l'here has never been but one perfectly well-spent
life on earth. It is the life of Jesus, who was without sin, and who in our stead rendered a perfect
obdience to all the demands of God's Law. Luther
therefore says : "There is no one found on earth
who clid not sin, here and there, in words and cleeds.
For 'if any stnmbleth not in word, the same is 11
perfect man,' J a.Ines 3, 2. But where is he? and
what is his name? There is none except Christ
alone. He suffered as the Righteous for the unrighteous. He alone was innocent and without sin,
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both inwardly in His hen.r t and outwardly in words
and deeds." Yes, Christ is the only One of whom
it can be truthfully said that He was "holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners." .All
others mnst cry with the 1>snlmist, "Enter not into
judgment with Thy servant; f or in 'l'hy sight shall
110 'man living be justified," P s. 143, 2. Of all the
children of men it is written: "The Lord looked
down · from heaven upon the chHdren of men, to
sec if there were any that did understand, and seek
Goel. Tl;ey a.re all gone aside, they are all together
become· filthy; there is none that docth good, no,
not one," Ps. 14, 2. 3. But twice the Father's voice
was heard f rom heaven saying o:f Jesus: "This is
my beloved Son in whom I arn well pleased."
'l'herefore, look unto Him, and be saved! There
is sa.Jvation in none other. The Jess we think of
self ancl the more we 1h: the eye of faith solely on
J csus, the sweeter will be our comfort, and the
greater will be our assurance o:f salvation.
It is said that Martin Boos, who died in 1825,
was led into the comforting light of the Gospel in
a ·strange way. He was a Catholic priest in Southern Germa.ny, and was known as a sincere man,
who earnestly tried to .merit heaven by good works
am] by spending his life in the service of others.
But he found no peace and no assura.nce of his
salvation. One day he visited a dying woman
noted for her piety. He said to her that she must
find great comfort in looking back upon a wellspent life.
"I do," she replied, "very great comfort that
robs death of its sting. Not, however, in looking
back upon my well-spe~t life, for that is full of
failure, but in looking back upon the well-spent
life of my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ."
The woman's words opened to the young priest
the Gospel way of salvation, and ever after he was
OC'cupiod in making known the grace of Him who
spent His life in doing the ,vill of God for us and
who in our stead was "obedient unto death, even
Lhe death of the cross."

Walk Worthy of Christ.
It is recorded of Alexander the Great that when
a soldier was brought beiore him ancl accused of
cowardice, he asked him his name.
"Ale.xnnder," the soldier replied.
As soon as the King heard it, he 1·eproached
him with great anger for his con.duct, and told him
either to change his name or his behavior; for a

person callecl Alexander shoulcl never beluwe in a
manuer so unworthy.
We arc caJlecl Cl1ristia11s. 'l'hink then, how
yon ought to behave, so as to walk wor thy oC Christ,
fl rtcr whom you are callccl Christians. Remem ber
thn t Ile js cspecinlly clishonorcd by those who p roicss to be H is followers, but walk not ucconli ng to
His will.

- - -- •·-------

"I Believe in the Forgiveness of Sins."
Jt is an ·1111cleniable fact that " we alt have sinncrl
and come sliort of the glory of God;" it is equally
sm e ancl certain that " by the works oC Lhe L aw n o
flesh liviug can be justified." H it is my cl11L1• to
obey Gocl' s Law at all times, theu my pre ·en t repeutancc cannot release me from the punishmen t
of former transgressions. l\'.[y repen tance or to-clay
c:1m1ot make undone what is past. 'l'hc most I can
do by present obedience is to acqui t my.;clf o(
presen t obligations. If I a.m engaged t o work for
a man two days, but leave the first clay pass in
idleness, I cannot sa.y to my employer at Lhe encl
of the seconcl clay : "It is true, I dicl not wor k the
first day; but you saw me work harcl the second
clay, and this fact ought to cause you to overlook
my idleness on the first clay and p1·omp t you to
treat me as though I had worked two days." Nay,
my diligence on the second clay cannot make the
fh·st clay's idleness to be anything else but icUeness.
Neither can the contrition I experience for past
wrongdoing, added to the posiLive clut.ies I clisclinrge, constitute a surplusage of meri t, ,vhich may
be transferrecl to the reduction of my former demerit.
Should my t ears forever flow,
Should my zcnl no lnnE,ruor know:
'l'hese for sin cn.nnot n.tonc.

What is past, is past, and all my tears, all my zeal,
cannot make amends for my past sins. ·A man
might as well say thaj; his former obedience makes
nmencls for his present sius, ns to say that his
present obedience atones for his past h'ansgressions. No man can pay an old debt by simply taking care not to contract fresh ones. If you owed
the grocer a bill 0£ $10.00, and you would tell him,
" Look, Mr. :Mercl1ant, I owe you $10.00; from now
oti I will pay you cash for all I get, and because I
shall do so, I want you to cancel the clebt," - do
yo11 think your denlel' woulcl be satisfied ancl :£eel
that you hacl clone your duty? But, now, sin is
n. clebt to Divine Justice, which demands perfect
holiness, and when once incurred cannot be cccn-
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C<'lcrl 111crcly by abslaini11g from sin in future. ] 11
this l·unncclion howcv r, it j~ also nccc . ary for
11 · Lo r 111c111 b 1· Lh:iL even if Goel could accept our
present obcd ic111·c as pn.y111cnl of lhc d<'bt n1aclc by
our pa t tran grcs."ions, we should s lill be no heller
off, since it is not po siblc for n11y man enfi rcly
to avoid sin, an d his imperfect obedience can never
satisfy the demands of God's perfect ju tice.
Dn.vid "·as a man who tried lo obey Goel, and yet
he prn.ys : "Enter not in to judgment with Thy
se1·va11 t; for in '£ hy sigh t ba ll no man living be
justified."
No ma n living can tru thfully say,
' ( ca n keep all of God's commnncl mcnts perfectly;
1 have made my hear t· clean, I am pure from my
. in." Even lite best o.f men mu I. say, " We all
have in ned ancl come short of the glory of God."
B11 I. H man i n no way .can satisfy the justice of
God, - is there then no hope for m.a n ? i\Iu t nil
be lost ? No; there is yet hope, sure and certain
hope. Desp ite all that we have heard concerning
man's inability to sati sfy the demands of God's
justice, it is po sible for t he greatest sinner to be
justiried before God. Thank God, we can say,
"l belic,·c in the forgiveness of sins." Y es, Script11rcs a~ ure 11 that God, who alone can forgi ve
sins, Mark 2, 7, docs forgive sins. Despairing in
our ability to satisfy God's justice by our own
power, we must exclaim with the psalmist (Ps.
130, 3): " If '£hou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 0 J,ord, who shall stand?" · But with confidence nnd nssmnnce we i~ay say with him: "But
there is .forgi vcness with Thee, that 'l'hou mayest
be icnred." And this gracious and forgiving God
does not cancel n pnrt of our debt only and leave
us to pay the rest, but He daily and richly forgives
us all 0111· sins. Therefore David in holy joy and
gratitude sings: ''Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and
:Corget not all H is benefits: who forgiveth all thine
iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases," Ps. 103,
2. 3. And if we ask, "How can Goa' be just, and •
yet the justifier of the ungodly?" the auswer is,
"Christ died for the ungodly," Rom. 5, 6. "In
Christ we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness· of sins, according to the riches of His
grace," Eph. 1, 7. Christ, by His holy life and innocent suffering and death, has satisfied Divine
Justice and made it possible for the holy and righteous God t.o forgive the sinner without renouncing
His righteousness and holiness.
.
And how are the ungodly t.o avail themselves
of the benefit resulting from the death of Christ?
'l'he reply of Scripture is, "By faith." "By Him
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r.rc. 11s] nil who believe nrc J·usti fi cd fro m nil thin 0rrs,
l'ro111 whiC'lt U1c.r r:011ltl 11ot be jusLificd by the T,nw
of J\l o;:l's: .\ ·L; 1:l, :JD. 'Being justificll freely by
11 is grarc fhro11gh the rcJcmplion that is i n Christ
.fc.~11s," nom . 3, 'l.J,. " .i\fon is justi fied ·by faith,

wifhou t the deeds o[ the Law," Rom. 3, 28. " Ile
i::l.\'cd us not by works of righteousoe s, but accordi ng to His me1·cy" 'l'it. 3, 5. "By grace are ye
. a,·ccl through fn.ith, and that not of yourselves, it
is l hc gift of Goel; not of works, lest any mnn
should boasl," Eph. 2, S. 9. ":rherefore, being justified by fa ith, we have peace ,dth God through our
Lord J CJ us Christ," Rom. 5, 1.
~ly God is reconciled,
H is pardoning voice I hear:
He owns me for His child,
r need no longer fear ;
\Vith confidence I now draw nigh,
And "Father, Abba, Father! " cry.

F. J. L.
Zlegenbalg, the Missionary.
'l'wo hnndr~cl years ago, on the 9th of July,
170G, the first Protestant missionary came to India.,
where so many different churches are to-day engaged in missionnry work, among them also the
Lutheran church of our own country.
'!'hat :first Protestant missionary was a Lutheran
clergyman, Bartholomew Ziegenbalg. How came
he to India?
"Ju 1704, Frederick IV, King o.f Denmark,
formecl the purpose of sending the Gospel to the
heathen inhabitants oi his possessions in the East
fndies. llinding no one suited for the work in
Denmark, he sent to Germany, particularly to
Halle, where the devoted A. H. Francke, the ·
founder o.f the Halle Orphan House, labored, who
recommencled Bartholomew Ziegenbnlg o.nd his
friend Henry Pluetschau.
"Ziegenbalg was born June 24, 1G83, in the
village of Pulsnitz, Saxony, where his father was
n merchant. Whilst y~t a child both of Ziegenbalg's parents died. His mother, on her deathbed,
calling her children to her side, said, 'My dear
children, I have gathered for you a ·great treasure.'
The eldest of her daughters asked, 'Dear mother,
where have you this treasure?' The mother replied,
'Seek it in the Bible, my dear children, there you
will find it; every page therein I have enriched
with my teo.rs.'
"In the heart of young Ziegenbnlg God early
began His power!ul work. In 1703 he entered the
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U ni,·ersity of Halle, wl1erc, under the influence or
the pious li'rancke, an earnest Christian life hocl
bc-1'11 ,I ,·eloped.
' iclrness compelled him to quit
tlic Uuh-ersity, and at l\Ierseburg he engaged as a
prirnte teacher.
" When ·the can came to l1im to go to the East
Indies, he declared himself ready to go, and on
the 15t h of January, 1705, with his friend Pluetsclrnu, he arrived at Copenhogen, to be ordained.
" After examination and ordination they set sail,
lancling in 'l'rnnquebar, July 9, 1706. Within eight
months Ziegenbalg had maJe such prog res. that he
was nble to speak the 'l'mnul language. , ' 0011 a.rtcr.
hn ~a\'c his pup.ils in their l111mhln rooms 11c:u· tlw

:Bartholomew Ziegenbalg,

ing <licl the commnnda.nt come, gl'ufl'ly asking them
what: they wnntccl. Upon seei ng lh ir commission,
nncl the senl of tl1c ki1ig, he wa,; inclcNl silen t hut
offered them no hospi tality.
"1'he greatest wrong which they suffered from
the embittered Commandant Hassius, wns his
t hrowing Ziegenbalg into prison, keeping him f or
four mouths in n sniall place near the kitchen,
where.he sufferccl greatly both :from !he l1cal o[ the
kitchen and or the sun.
"'J'hough closely watched, Ziegenbalg r ceivcd
from the soldiers pen and ink, and a ' l'anrnl book
by which he nclvnncecl his moslery oC lhc la nguage.
Al night two trustetl servants hnmlecl h i111 paper
-ancl Jlencil, so thnt he en couraged hi111st•lf in the
preparation o( his books. After ma ny t·hrC'al·ening
prc-i:enl;n.l;ions, but withont a sing le ltcarin~, h e wa.
finully i-clcn. eel from his m1j 11st int prison11lf'11l.
"Heti1rni11g· home in Oclober, 1, L-1, lt ' a rou cd,
hoth in Denmark and Germany, a n ew ancl l'rui tful
zeal for missions and 1·eturnec1 strengthened to the
East Indies, and with fresh comagc con ti nued his
work. In 1718 he baptized fifty-eight heathen.
The mission grew an.cl established itscir fi rmly in
Tranquebar. Beside the olcl church, which had
grown too small, a new one was erected, which
stands to-dny.
"In a full and living faith, Ziegenbalg laid the
founda tion of missions nmong the 'I'amuls. His
strength then failed him. Confinec1 to his sick-heel
for six weeks, awaiting his departure, on the 11th
of February, 1719, he received the Holy Comnmnion, nud on the 26th he fell asleep in Jesus,
being but in the 39th year of his age."

city walls Luther's Catechism translated in the
Tnm ul tongue. He also compiled a dictionary iu
A Talk on Missions.
t.wo large ,·olumes, and translated many prayers
imcl Christian hymns.
It had been Children's Day, and the children,
"May 12, 1707, was a festival clay. 'l'here were coming home from their mission sen•ices, ran right
receivecl into the Lutheran church five heathen, the to mamma's room, where she and Aunt Fanny were
first fruits of his labors. On August 14th he had •sitting.
ercctecl the 'New Jerusalem' church edifice. To
"M:amm_a," exclaimed Charlie, 1·ushing in,
more effectually spread the Word of God, Ziegen- "I took up the coUection ! My teacher askecl me
l111lg made many missionary journeys, and, best of if I would do it, ancl I said I would, and I did."
nil, i!) the spring of 1711 he had completed tl1e
"And I sa.id my verses, and put in my two
f,ranslation of the New Testament into Tamul.
nickels," said little Will.
"rta many trials brought and kept the young
''What did you do, Katie?" asked Aunt F~~DY.mission close to the Cross. Upon the very day of
"I snicl the piece you helped me to leal'D : 'Tell
their arrh•al, the missionaries bad a most discour- it out among the heathen.'"
aging experience: They were allowed tp remain iu
" What else was done?" asked mamma.
the great heat of the suJJ, first outside the city walls,
"Some of the big girls saicl a dialogue, and we
nncl then in the public square. Only toward. even- sang, and the pastor told us about children tlmt
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h:t n' 110 Ohrii:l,inn i-C'l 10ols a11,l hcnr 11olhing of
Jes11!:.'
'AunL Ji'anny. uo yu11 ham 111is ion 111ccLin"': aml
crvices where you Ji \'C ?" a ked Charlie.
"O yes \\"C h::n-c ::i good many," replied Aunt
Fanny.
" Why, Clrnrlie," exclaimed Katie, "of co111·sc
t.lic>y ltnve t·hern there."
"
y · ! ' aid Charlie. " Do I.he · have th 111
away 011L in lh co11nl ry?"
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' W 11. j u t thi nk fo r a 111omcnt of the one. in
ou r own ·onntr_r. , 'omc a rc helrl in large citic,.:,
:-u111c in f:rnn.11 lown,.:, ancl ~omc a.way out in country
pince··. , '0111cti111es lhcy arc in a big chm·ch where
lhc rc are hundreds or people present, and sometime· they arc in a small church or even a little
room where there arc not so Ycry many. I have
al:o read of mission1uy sen riccs held in a. beautif ul
gro,·c or out in the woods uncle1· the g reen tree·,
where thousands nrc gaLhcrcd. And nowa,lay~ we

Baaketmakers at Work in India.

" In mnny parts of the co1m try they do," said
Aunt Fanny, "and sometimes people go a long way
to attend them. Don't you remember, Mary," she
sa.icl to the children's mother, "hearing about that
woman who t mveled twenty miles on horseback, cauying her bnby and fording a river, to go to a
missionary meeting?"
"'l'hnt was ve1·y different from leaving the baby
at home with Sarah, and going only two squares,"
said Katie.
" 'Tis wonderful to think ·of the missionary
meetings arid services in the different parts o·f the
world," said mnmma.
"Ob, tell us nbont them I" cried all the children.

hear about missionary meetings in lnncls which not
long ago were heathen lnucls. What was that you
read to me the other day about the Sandwich
Islands, Fam1y ?"
" A missionary Indy in China said that she haci
just received the sec(?nd payment of five dollars
from the Sandwich Islancls, and that it seems wonderful to her, ns it was not a great mlllly years since
the fi rst missionaries went there."
"Some o.f the first missionary money sent. to
,Tapan came :from those islands, didn't it?"

"Yes."

·

"l\'Iamma," asked Katie, "where's that society
where the children brought money to the very first
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mL ·ionary mcet.ing. nnd the tcnchcr was surprised?
You reMl it. to me, you know."
' ''l'hal."s in South America. 'J'hc children Juul
just learned about Jesus, ancl they wautccl lo give
money to send missionaries aucl Bib]cs to other
children who hadn't hearcl the Gospel."
'"¥here's Madagascar? Is it a heathen town?"
broke in Charlie.
"It is a large island near .Africa. It was entire]y heathen not many yenrs ago, but there a.re
mnny Christians there now."
"Pripii read something tl1e other clay about the
people there giving missionary money."
"Yes," saicl Aunt Fanny, "I hen.rd him read it.
ft wns that the native Christians of Madagascm·
l11wc gh·en more thnn a million dollars in ten years
for the .spread of the Gospel."
"Aml to think of those poor half-naked people
on the Fiji Isltlncls bringing tl1eir ycnl'ly missionary
offering!" snicl mammn.
"Carrying it in their mouths, too," said L\unt
Fanny, laughing.
"W~in t do they do that ior ?" Charlie asked.
"Well, in tlic first place, they had no pocketbooks, and no pockets to put them in if they bad
them; then they generally have clubs or something
else in their hands; so they carry their money · in
their mouths to keep it safe."
"\Vhat are the clubs for?"
"'!'hey use them in thei'r games. You see they
have n great many games and pln.ys. In the old
heathen times, when they killed n.nd n.te people" " Ate people!" excln.imed Katie in horror. ·
"Ob, yes. '!'hey used to be fearful. 'fhey ntc
people or buried them a.live, and did dreadful, ]1orrible things, but the missionaries going there and
preaching the Gospel has changed all that. Most
oi the people there are now Christians. '!'hey have
hundreds o.f churches and schools, they keep Sunclay, and have prayers morrung and e,·ening."
"And missionary meetings," suggested Katie.
"Yes, the missionaries encourage them to keep
up those games which are innocent and' harmless,
and it is when they are having one of these great
celebrations that they hold their missionary meetings. The missionary, or one of the na.ti ve preachers, sits under a tree, with a mat beside him, and
the people, dressed in native cloths, with garlands
of leaves and fringes of long grass, the girls carrying banana leaves for . parasols~ come up in a processsion and put the money out of their moutl1~ on

the mat."

"T tlon'I: think thn.t's a very 11ice way to tnkc
up a collccl:ion." said :Jinrlic in a ,lisg us lcd I-one.
• B11l I think it ii-: very ni1·c that as soon as
people ·lop being heathen they want fo begin to
gh'e missionnry money," said Kn.tic. "lsn't it,
mamma?"
"Yes, my dear; . and tho. e people by their gifts
often put to shame many church people in Christian
Jnncls. Mn.y God always give 11s, my children, opeu
hearts :mcl open hnntls for mission work."
"Ameu !" snicl Aunt Fanny.
C. W. C.

- -- -•·----Part of t):le Concern.

A clergyman on his way to a mi. sionn.ry meeting overtook a hoy, ancl asked him about the roncl,
ancl where he wns going.
"Oh!" he s1iid, "I'm go.ing to the meeting to
hear about the missionn.1·ies." ·
"Missionaries !" said the minister, "what do
you· know about missionaries?"
"Why," said the boy, "I'm part of the concem.
I've got a missionary box, aml I always go to the
missionary meeting."
Every Christian should feel that he is "part o.f
the concern," nncl that his work is .j ust as important
as that of any one else. Linch-pins are little
things; but, if they drop out, the wagon is very
likely to come to a standstill. Every pin and screw
should be in a working order, and every Christian
should be able to say, "I always go to the missionary
meeting. \Vhy, I'm part o:f the concern!"
The -Shephel'd's Call.
Hcnr the loving Shcphcrcl
Calling now to thee,
Sweetly He is en.Hing,
"Wnndercr, come to me!"
Listen wl1ile He's pleading
Lo"ingly with thee.
Ile is speaking softly,
"Sinner, come to me!"
Turn not from Him colclly,
Open your heart's door.
Let the Savior enter;
Oft He's knocked before.
Hnrk! the loving Shepherd
Gently pleads with thee,
"Wanderer, do not tn.rry !
Come, oh, come to me I"
Es1~HF.R PF.TERSON.
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OuR SCHOOLS will close during the last week
in J une. All o.f them have had a very successful
year, both with respect to altenclance atlcl finances.
I f the increase i1ext :fall is in proportion to that oI
lhc pnst year, our teachers will not be able to take
care of Lhc crowds.

'l'HE ANNUAL Jo1K-r-CONl-'ERENCE of our local
ro lorccl congl'CgaLions was held in :i\fonut Zion
L11Lheran Church .August 13th to 15th. T he Arnmgcmcnt Committee had invited Ilcv. Wcnzel's
cougl'CgaLiou at Mansura, La., to take part in the
conference by sending a delegation. However, the
congregation had to content i tself wi th scncli11g
fraternal greeti ngs by mail, the farmers being unable to leave their :fielcls at this season for any
length of time. T he conference was a success in
every respect. At the openiug ser vice the large
i\fount Zion 9hurch, which had been beautifully
clccoratccl fo t· the occasion, was well fillecl, among
those present being quite a number of strangers.
The Ilcv. J. Kossmaun, of Bethlehem Church, clelivc1·cd a fi ne sermon on John 15, 5, and the choirs
oC S t. Paul's aud Mount Zion churches beautified
the service by rendering appropriate selections.
After the close of the serv:ice, the Rev. F. J. Lan:kcnau reported on the affairs of Luther College.
'!'his institution is on the point of closing· a very
prosperous year, and this, notwithstanding the fact
that the presen t force of instructors, crippled as it
is, has been compelled to work over-time, in order
to do justice to the work. All loyal Lutherans here
as well as elsewhere must continue to labor and
pray f or the institution if it is to prosper in the
future.
Monday night's meeting was chiefly occupied
with the discussion of a paper by the Rev. K. Kretzschmar on " Marriage and Divorce." On Tuesday
night the Rev. F. J. Lankenau delivered a lecture.
on "Preclestination." Both subjects were the choice
of the Arrangement Committee. 'rhe attendance
at both these sessions was very large, in fact, the
great interest shown in the proceedings by the .
people was the most gratifying feature of the conference. An evidence of this interest is the sum
of $28.82, which is the aggregate of the collections
during the conference. Of this sum, $9.00 m·e
iut encled for the general College Fund and $7.42
!or the Library of the institution, while $12.40 are
to be the beginning of a Mission Building Fuud
in charge of a com,m ittee made up of representatives of the three local congregations.

Immanuel College completed its thircl scholastic
year on t he 31st of May. A large and appreciative
audience attended the closing exercises. Five stuclcuts graduated from ,the p1·eparatory course. Two
of these iutencl to begin the· study •o.f theology next
year, and the rest will take the normal course.
'rhe exercises consisted in orations an d essays by
the graduates, intermingled with male, female, and
mixed choruses. Au address was delivered by the
writer on "Failures in Life.'~
On Sun day Rogate, May 20, eight students were
added to the church by the rite o.f Confirmation,
and 011 the Sunday following the entire student
body gathered around the communion table.
The attendanc~ upon our regular Sunday services by the people in the community has been
fairly good. At tiJnes the two rooms in which the
services were conducted were well filled. Some
have e:\."})ressed a desire to become Lutherans, and
we expect to organize a congregation next year.
At night of commencement day a banquet was
giYen in honor of the graduating class. 'rhe dining
·hnll was tastefully and profusely decoratecl with
the flowers of the season, and a number of short
addresses was clelivered by the students.
May Goel continue to prosper Immanuel College!
N. J. B.

WE AltE AU'.l'IiOJUZED to announce the engagement of Prof . R.. A. Vi7ilde, of St. Paul's School,
to Miss Ucgina ::M:eibohm, a daughter o:f Prof. D.
l\iicibohm, of Mount Zion School.

NOAH stoocl against the whole world, but Noah
wns right and the whole world was wrong; for the
former stood on the Word of God, and the latter
on the opinions of men.

A x u:-.rn1.m 01,• NEW ~\lEN have been callecl into
Lhc local field, all of them beinbrr this •vcar's brrrndun.tcs of our sem inaries in the North. One of
them will go to Lu ther College, ouc to St. Paul's
School, ancl one to Bethlehem School to t.ike the
place of Prof. Geo. Wolf, who has resigned his
oITice.
Coi\C'.i\rnNcm.rnN'l' 1::xi nc1sES at Lut her College
will be held on June 25th.

Closing Exercises at Immanuel Lutheran
College.
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Sow In Hope.

The missionary has need of patience and buoyant hopefuh1ess. "Behold, the husbandman waiteth
for the precious fruit of the earth nnd bath long
patience for it, until he receive the early and Intter
rain. Be ye also patient," James 5, 7. S. This
admonition is well illustrated by the experience of
a missionary in Chinn. He writes: "I have been
on one of those dreary trudges that often fall to
the lot of a, missionary on pioneer journeys. I had
met with nothing but laziness and indifference
everywhere. 'l'owards evening, howe,,er, from a
,·illage amongst the hills, a, man came hastening to
me with beaming face, :nid a kindly iD\'itation to
visit his home. 'Thirty years ago,' he said, 'I first
heard oi the Gospel through a colporteur, and eight
years ago I met a missionary. During these thirty
years, though far removed from all . Christians,
I have worshiped God, and told others of Him.
1 . am very happy to meet you.' And so was
the weary worker, who 'thanked God anci took
courage.' "

God Hears Prayer.

nicl, "I trust you arc not much hurt ;' when 1'11c
brave lad rolled down the co,·cring and showed him
that both of his legs were gone. 'l'hrec hou rs later,
peacefully trusting in l1is Savior he gently passed
away.

Immnnucl Luthornn Vollege, Gr eensboro, N. C.
,i Oliristia1l I,1stih1tio1l for Oolorccl Boys and Gfrls m1Clcr
t11c A11spices of Ili c Bv. Luth . !f11111oclica l Co11fer e11ce.

Preparatory Course for young me n desiring
t heology.
•
Complete Norn111l Course.
.
Instrumental and Vocnl 1\111 ic.
Girls' Dormitory in chnrgc or 1\lnt.ron.
13uilcling nnd Equipments New.
Locntion Bcnutiful nnd Hen lt lw.
Best nnd Cheapest School or its kind in I.lie
Next Session begins September 10, l!>0G.
For Cntaloguc nnd further informat ion
R EV. N. J. B,u:1rn.
Jmmnnuel College, Green!<boro,

lo study
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N . C.
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Missionary Hahn, .after years of labor among
the heathen, was visited with severe sickness, and
n. fellow missionary waited at his bedside, hourly
Received for Luther College $0.00 nnd for Luther
expecting his death. The heathen converts to whom
Lib·rnry F und 7.40, collect.ions taken up nt Joint
Hahn had been preaching about Christ dearly loved College
Conference of Lutheran Colored Churches oC New Orleans.
New Orleans, Mny IO, 1000.
F . J . LAN l~ ENAU.
their pastor, and when they heard of his illness,
they thought it their duty to do something for him
E,nngellenl Lutheran Colorecl Churches.
that he might be restored to health. And ,vhat do
NEW ORLEANS, LA.
.
you think they did ? 'fhey met and prayed earnestly St. Paul'• Chapel, 16".5 Annette St., ncnr N. Clnll,orne St. ; 1! J . Llln•
kcnnu, Pnstor.
•
to God to spare the life of their beloved missionary. ·
Divine Sorvlcce: Sundny, 11 A. ,1. nnd 7.30 I'. lt.; WcdncEdny,
7.30 P.11.
And they bad no doubt that their prayers would be MounC Zion Church, Frnnklln nnd Thnlln Sta.; K. J,rctzschmnr, Pnslor.
Divine Services: Sundny, 11 A. )I. nnd 7.30 P. >I. ; Thursdn)·,
answered. They arranged their pastor's room for
7.30 P. )I.
Btthlehan Chapd, Washington A,·c. nnd Dryndcs St.; J. W. J:o". l\oH·
him, as he was taken sick away from home, and
mnnn Pastor.
D{vlno Services: Sunday, 10 A . M. nnd 7.30 1•. :r,i.; Thursdny,
proceeded ju.st as though they were sure that God
'1.30 r. 11.
ILL.
would do ns they asked. And it was so. The sick Holy TrlnU11 Church; L.SPUINGFJELD,
E. Thallcy, Pnstor.
Dlvfne Services: Sunday, 10.30 A. M. nnd 8 1•. 111.
man began to mend, and was soon at work again.
His life was spared. for many years.
0
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TERMS:

Christ Was With Him.

In passing through the hospitals at Fredericksburg a pastor was attracted by the remarkably
happy face of a severely ,~ounded soldier. "You
seem happy, my friend. Are you firm in your
faith in Christ Jesus?'' "Yes, sir, He went with
me into the army and is my only Comfort now."
Deceived by the soldier's cheerfulness, the pastor
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Christ Our Sole Refuge.

The Sinner's Refuge.

Thy works, not mine, 0 Christ,
, peak g lndnc s lo this hcn.1·l ;
They lcll me nil is done;
'J'hcy bid my fear clcpnrt.
To whom, sn,·e Thee,
Who didst n.lonc
For . in ntonc,
Lord, shnil I flee?

Jesus is the sinner's refuge. Jesus only, because in H im alone there is salmtion. "Neither
is there salvation in any other; for there is none
other name under heaven giYen among men whereby
we must be saved," says the apostle. In any other
person, in any other name there is· no sah•ation to
be found. Apart from Jesus there is no peace, no
hope, no salvation for the sinner; for out of Christ
"God is a consuming :lh-e," denouncing wrath ancl
damnation upon every sinner. But in Christ God
is a loving Goel, offex:ing forgiveness and salvation
unto the chief of sinners. For "Goel was in Christ,
reconcHing the world m1to Himself." Jesus, the
Son of God, took the sinner's place and bore the
sinner's curse, thus procuring salvation for all by
His holy life, by His bitter sufferings and death.
'l'herefore salvation is to be found in Him only,
and therefore He alone can be the sinner's refuge.

Thy woundi1, not mine, 0 Christ,
Cnn hcnl my bruisi!d soul;
Thy stripes, not mine, contnin
The bn.lm thnt mnkcs me whole.
'J'o whom, Sll\"C Thee,
Who didst nlonc
For sin atone,
Lord, shnll J lice?
Th~• r.ro. s, not mine, 0 Christ,
Hns bomc the awful lond
Of sins thnt none in hca"cn
Or cnrth could "bcnr b1~t God.
To whom, s1\\·e Thee,
Who didst n.lonc
.For sin atone,
Loni, shnll I flee?

"Other refuge hu\'c I none,
Hnngs my helpless soul on Thee."

We nuike Hinr our refuge by accepting the Gospel, in which He comes to us with forgiveness of
sins and c,•erlasting snhration. The sinner that by
faith accepts the Gospel ,and trusts in Jesus only
for salvation, makes Jesus his refuge and is safe.
" For God so loved the world that He ga.ve His onlybegotten Son, that whosoever bclicvcth in Him
shoulcl not veri~h, but have everlasting life."

Thy den.th, not mine, 0 Christ,
Hns pnid the rnnsom due;
Ten thousn.ml dcnths like mine
·would hn.\'e been nil too few.
•.ro whom, sa\"C '.l'hce,
Who didst alone
For sin n.tone,
Lord, shn.11 I flee?
Thy righteousness, 0 Christ,
.Alone en.n co\'er me;
No righteousness nNn.ils,
Sn."e thn.t which is of Thee.
To whom, sawe Thee,
Who didst nlone
For sin ntonc,
Lord, shall I flee T

"There is no refuge but in Him,
Secure when sun nnd stnrs arc dim;
'"ris there this guilty soul shall hide
And through cternnl ycnrs nbide."

Selected.

WE do not belong to this life, but. are called to
another, and a far better. - Luther.
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A Most Important Mission Work.

that more criminals nre now found among the educated colored people thnn n.mong the ignorant ones.
"A friend of missions" writes: The mission ').'he cause of this is the l ack of Christian training,
among the colored people in our lnnd I consider and it seems to me that Booker W nshington and
most important. It is a work which for several others that try to help the colored people do not ·
reasons appeals to me in a special sense.
realize the necessity of Ohristian education and
The colored people are in this co,mtry . by no training with the Wor cl o.f G-ocl. They arc blind
choice of their own. They were brought here against lenclers, n.Jtho11gh well-meaning. What the colored
their will. 'l'hey constitute about one-ninth of the people need are chllrchcs and schools in which Gocl's
population o.f the Republic. They are in a land Word niles, which alone can change the sinful
which they would never have sought of their own hearts of men and promote true mornli ty among
accord. They are here by compulsion. They have a people. This need cau,.be supplied by t he Church
received benefits. Yes. But these are due to Prov- only. May she never grow weary, bu t becom~ more
idence, not to those who brought them here. Under active in this most important and most i mperative
such circumstances, it seems to me, they have a. mission work - the mission work among the colclaim upon us which other classes thnt come to our ored people.
shores have not.
Mission work among the colored people is most
ucome I"
important for us, because it belongs exclusively to
It is saicl that in the deser ts, when the caravans
the American people. Foreign missions nre undertaken also by others. In mnny lands we find not .are in ,,,ant of water, they are accustomed to send
only America, but also England nnd Germany ac- on a .camel with its rider some distance in advance;
tive in the mission field. But neither Great Brit- then, after a little space, :follows another, and then,
ain nor Germany will do anything for the millions at a short interval, another. As soon as the first
of colored people on our shores. We cannot ex- man finds water, almost before he stoops clown to
pect it. It is our mission field, and God has laid drink, he shouts aloud, "Come!" The ne>..-t, hearing his voice, repeats the word, " Come !" while the
those people nt our doors.
.
The great majority of the colored people arc nearest again talces up the cry, "Come !" until the
as much in need of Christian missions as any in whole wilderness echoes with the word "Come!"
Africa or on the islands of the southern sens to So in that verse of the Scripture the Spirit a~d
whom missionaries are sent. They have been the bride say, first .to all, "Come !" and then let
· crushed down by slaYery, and then rights have been him that heareth say, "Come!" and whosoever is
giYen them for which 'they ,vere not prepared. Thus athirst let him take of the water of life :freely.
a. s.
a false independence has grown up within many of
them and an abuse of liberty. The vices of heaThe Power of Faith.
thenism may be found in the ''Black Belt" as well
as in Africa. Large numbers of these people are
Faith, wherever it lives in the heart, must show
superstitious and Yicious in the extreme. Of course,
its
power.
This we find in the fruit, that the heart,
I am speaking only of the mass and not of the
being
filled
with heavenly comfort and assurance
splendid exceptions among the colored people.
of
God's
love
and grace, is moved to be ldnd, gentle,
There are bright examples of true Christian character, but these are few compared with the mass of forbearing, and patient towards the fellowman, n,ot
ignorance and depra,·ity. This mass is at our own envying or bating any one, but willingly ministerdoors, and was brought here by our fathers. It is ing to every one. - wther.
an example of foreign missions in the heart of the
American Republic.
Traitors.
Christian missions only can do the work which
is needed among the colored people. Secular and
The soldier who lays down his arms and. goes
industrial education alone will not do. Such an over to the side of the party attacking the army to
education without Christianity does not promote which he belongs, is a traitor to the cause he bas
morality in any one, least of all can it take care swom to maintain. The same bolds true of the
of the interest of immortal souls. It is claimed Christian- the soldier in Christ's army.
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"That Is Me I"
When a poor Hottentot in Africa, who had heard
ti. word or t,vo aboul God thought ·over what he had
heard; he became very anxious about his soul. As
he went about his wol'k i n the fields, he would
mutter to himself, "nle would like to pray to the
great God, but me not know how;" and day after
clay he went ou with his work, hoping that soon he
would leam how to pray to the gi·eat God. One
Sunday morning the farmer gathered his people together and read a portion of the Scripture and
prayed with them. He read from Luke 18, and
when he came lo the words, "'rwo men went up
into the temple to pray," the anxious Hottentot
exclaimed, "Ah, me glad, me learn how to pray
now." 'l'hc master read, "'rhe Pharisee stood and
prayed tlrns with himself, God, I thank ·Thee that
I nm not as other men." "No,~' said the poor black
man, "me worse." "I fast twice in the week; I give
tithes o:f all I possess ;" and the poor African said,
"No, that is not me." But bye and bye the great
Book spoke of the publican's prayer, and he heard
that he smote on his breast and said, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner." Then the poor black man
could stand it no longer, but, rising to his feet in
the sight of every one, with the tears coursing down
his black cheeks, he said, "That is me ! That is me !"

Honoring the Aged.
A great and imposing army review was to be
held in the city of Cologne in Germany. Thousands of spectators crowded around the stand, before which the emperor was to watch the. passing
regiments. Among them was a dear little German
girl who was well seated where she would have an
unobstructed view of the parade. Suddenly she
observed a feeble old woman vainly struggling to
get where she could see.
"It is 11ot right," said ..the little German girl to
herself, "for me to sit here, when I am strong and
well and can stand, while that poor, feeble old
woman can see nothing. I ought to honor old age,
ns I .would wish to be honored when I am old."
Then she gave up her seat to the old woman, went
down, and stood in the crowd.
While she was standing there, on her tiptoes,
vainly trying to see, a courtier of the Emperor,
covered with gold lace, elbowed his way to her side.
"Little girl," sai<J. he, "Her Majesty wishes to see
you, in the royal box." When the abashed child
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st.ood before the Empress, she graciously said,
"Come here, my daughter, and sit with me. I saw
you give up your seat to that old woman, and now
you must remain at my side."
God especially honors those who are considerate
of the aged and infirm, whose earthly pilgrimage is
nearly ended. - Ex.

Blotting Out Sin.
Siegfried had just been reading to his mother
that promise out of the Bible, "I will blot out, as
a thick cloud, thy transgressions," when he stopped
to ask:
"l\fother, what does God mean when He says He
will blot out my sins? I cannot see how God can
really blot them out and put them away. What does
it mean - blot out?"
The mother said to the boy : "Didn't I see you
yesterday, Siegfried, writing on your slate?"
"Yes ma'am," be said.
"Well, bring it to me."
He brought his slate. Holding it in front of
him, the mother said :
''Where is what you wrote, my boy?"
"Oh, I rubbed it out."
"Well, where is it?"
"Why, mother, I don't know."
"But, Siegfried, how could you put it away if it
was really there?"
''Why, mother, I know it was there, I rubbed it
out, and now it is gone."
"Well," said she, "that is just what God means
when He says, 'I will blot out thy transgressions.'"

A Chlld's Prayer.
A teacher among the Sioux Indians relates the
following incident:
An Indian baby was dying. It lay in its father's
arms, while near by stood another little daughter,
a few years older, who was a Christian.
"Father," said the little girl, ''little sister is
going to heaven to-night. Let me pray."
As she said this she kneeled at her father's knee,
and this sweet prayer fell from her lips:
"Father God, little sister is coming to see you
to-night. Please open the door softly and let her
in. Amen." - Ez.
.THE truest end of life is to
never ends.

kn!)W

the life that

l
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Treading Out Corn in Palestine. ·

Too Charitable.

a colored preacher, speaking from the text,
Our picture reprt'.scuts n. threshing scene in
Palestine. You cc a man, goad in hn.nd, clriving "What is a man profited if he gain the whole world
oxen o\"Cr she:wes of grain that have been sprinkled and lose his own soul?" said, among other things,
o,·cr n circular piece of level ground. The oxen that many lose their souls by being too charitable.
trcnrl out the corn, and while at work are not muz- He saw that his congregation was astonished at
zk11l. bu t arc allowed to pick up food as often as they hearing such a declaration from the pulpit, and
then l1e repeated it deliberately, laying particular
wish to do so.
The picture remi11ds us of the preacher's salary. stress on the words "too charitable."
"P'raps dis needs
How so? . you ask.
a little explanaWhat have those
tion," said he.
oxen treading out
"Many people atcorn to do with the
tend meeting and
preacher's salary?
·,
..
hear de sermon.
\Yell, if you read
When all is over,
1 Cor. 9 and 1 Tim.
dey proceed to di5, 17. 18, it will be
vide. it out among
clear to you. The
.....
deir neighbors in de
apostle there tells
congregation.
Dis
the Christinns that
'part
was
for
Mr.
A., ·
it is their duty to
it
just
hit
him;
dat
support and mainpart was for Mr. B.,
tain those who
hit him; dat part
preach unto them
was for Mrs. B., she
the Gospel, ·as it is
certainly needed it;
God's appointment
:moder part was for
that those who
Miss C., it just ex"preach the Gospel
actly fitted her; and
should live of the
all dose pow'ful
Gospel." And he
threats were for de
reminds them of
black sinnahs of de
what is written in
neighborhood. 'My,
the law of Moses
dat was a pow'ful
(Deut. 25, 4) :
sermon, sure,' dey
"Thou shalt not
say. But dey give .
muzzle the ox when
he treadeth out the
it all away, and
corn." From God's
demselves
are none
Treading Out Corn in Palestine.
command that the
de better." - Ex.
oxen shall not be muzzled or hindered from eating
while treading out the com for man's use, Christians
"Don't Let Go!"
should learn that it is God's will that those who
labor among them in the Gospel and sow unto them
A mother, with her three children, was clinging
spiritual things shall be provided for and main- to the wreck of the steamer Bolitmiian, when the
tained by those for whom they labor as "the laborer mother said she must let go and be drowned. Her
is worthy o! his reward." "If we," says the apostle, little girl saic.l, "Hold on a little longer, mother!
"have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great don't let go now ! Jesus walked on the water and
thing if we shall reap your carnal things?"
sn,•ed Peter, and He will save us." The little girl's
words of faith so strengthened her mother that she
W1Tu Christ in the vessel, we can smile at the held on a !ew moments more, when a boat was sent
storm.
to them, which took them safely to shore.
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That Place Is Heaven.
'!'here is n, In.ml so brigh t nnd fnir,
No pnin 0 1· dcn th ca n cuter there,
A nd a ngels snowy ga r ments wear T hat pince is hcm·cn.
T he s t reets nrc p:ll"cd wit h s hining gold,
A nd nil is joy n nd pence untold.
'!' he re's not h ing in t hat pince g rows old That place is he:wcn.
T he re is a r iver pure a nd bright
That flows 0 11 t hroug h t he gates of light;
I n t hat fair la nd t.lwrc is no night '.l'luit pince is hea,·en.
There is n Sa,·ior up on hig h
\.Yho for our sake came clown to die;
T here is a h ome up in the skyTlint homl! is hca,·cn.
ESTHER PETERSON,

God's Providence.

"Do you see this lock of hair?" said an old
gentleman to me.
"Yes ; but what of it? Is it perhaps a lock
clipped from the head of a darling child, long since
dead ?"
·
"No; it isn't that; it is a lock· of my own hair,
and it is now almost seventy years since I had it
cut off."
"But how is it that you t-reasu!e up a lock of
your own hair ?"
"Well, a 1·emarkable c~ent is connected with it.
I preserve the lock care.fully, because it strongly
speaks to me of God's providence. I was a child,
four years of age, my hair falling on my shoulders
in long ringlets. One. day my father went to the
woods to cut off a log, and I went with him. Whilst
he was at work I stood near by, looking with interest at the ax as it was raised and lowered, scattering chips 1·ight and left at every stroke. Some of
the chips fell at my feet, and I stooped down to
pick them up. In so doing I stumbled, and, of a
sudden, my head lay on the block of wood. I had
fallen just at the moment the ax cmne down with
all its might. It was too late to check it. I
screamed, ancl my father, struck with horror, sank
to the ground. He hacl been unable to stay the
blow, and being blinded by sudden fright, he
thought he hacl killed his child. Both of us recovered from our fright, and my father folded me in
his arms, looking at me from head to foot to s_ee
whe1·e I had been injured. Not a drop of blood
could. be seen, and he sank on his knees, earnestly
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thanking God ior His great mercy. On taking up
his ax, he found some hair on the edge of it. He
turned to the block and saw lying upon it a lock
from the hair of l1is child. What a token of God's
protection! It was as if an angel had turned the
edge of the steel aside the very moment it came
clown. Again my father's lips were moved in
thanksgiving. Then, picking up the lock and taking me on his arms, he went home. Yes, sir, during his lifetime he preserved the lock as an evidence
of God's watchful care. He left it to me on his
death-bed. I preserve it as I would a treasure. It
tells rne o·C my father's God and of my God, and
bids me always trust in Him. Seventy years have
passed since that day in the woods, but this lock
of hair still speaks to me of God's wat.chful eye and
loving providence." - Froni the German.

No Longer Afraid.
Little Clarence, ten years old, was an inmate
of an Orphans' Home.
"Please, ma' m," he said one day to the lady
who was teaching his class, ''I've been thinking a
good deal lately."
"Have you, Clarence? I am glad to hear it.
But tell me what you have been thinking about."
"Well, I've been thinking that if, as you say,
God knows aud cares about all things, He must
be very busy. And then I'm right afraid He might
forget about a little chap like me. I'm so small."
".Ah, Clarence, older people than you are tempted
to think that sometimes. But shall I tell you something that will make you quite sure that He will
not forget you?"
"Please, ma'm."
"When Jesus was on earth, a sparrow was worth
only half a farthing, ancl yet He said that not one
fell to the ground without His Father's knowledge.
What do you think a.bout it now, Clarence?"
. "'!'hank you, ma.'m; I'd forgot that, I shall be
no longer afraid." ·
This poor little boy had been deserted by his
mother, and had yet to learn that there is a love
stronger. than a mother's. It is the love of Him
who says:
"Can a woman forget her sucking child, that
she should not have compassion on the son of her
womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will not I forget thee," Is. 49, 15.
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New Orleans Items.

H EAT rs SAID TO EXPAND, while cold contracts,
. but with us it seems to be the other way. With
the appearance of swmner our church and Sunday
school attendance usually cont racts and diminishes,
while in wint.er it expands. 'l'he fact is, everybody
that is able to do so turns his back -upon New Orleans in summer, and if he can afford it, he will
take his servants with. him, and if some of these
servants happen to be members of our Lutheran
churches, of course their pews will be vacant on
Sunday. Then there are Sunday excursions to the
neighboring villages and pleasure resorts that are,
in part, responsible for the small attendances at
divine worship and Sunday school. Of course,
people should not prefer an excursion to a divine
service, but they do - here as well as elsewhere.
And lastly, some say it is too hot to go to church.
Well,. we know what that means. Nevertheless,
services are held as usual, and compared with previous summers, the attendance is ·quite encour!l,ging.
ST. P AOL' s CONGREGATION has dropped the usual
Sunday night service for the summer and substituted an early. morning service beginning at seven
o'clock - some call it early mass. The plan seems
t.o work well, and the attendance so far is good.
Not long ago another new member was received by
this congregation.
THE .FOIL'\lER 0ATE0HUMENS OF BETHLEHEM
CHURCH held a reunion service in the church and
also a social gathering in the school hall.
THE BUILDL'lliGS OF MOUNT ZION STATION are
undergoing extensive repairs and will receive a: new
coat of paint during the summer months. The
cost, about $300.00, is defrayed out of the treasury
of the congregation, which contains a cash balance
of $390.00. With the opening of the coming term
of school the congregation intends ·t.o increase its
monthly contributions to the pastor's salary.. The
pastor, Rev. Kretzschmar, is enjoying a few weeks'
vacation t.o improve his health.
THE COMMENCEllENT EXERCISES :AT LUTHER
COLLEGE were held on the 27th of June. The
:fine program, consisting of choral and instrumental
music, readings, recitations, and orations by the
graduates and students of the college, 88Sisted by
other young: people from our congregations, was
received with cordial approval by the large and
enthusiastic audience. The gradua.t.es are Miss

Edna Walter, of St. Paul's Church, who, besides
her studies during the past year, t ook care of the
third class of St. Paul's School, and Mr. A.aron
Wiley, of Bethlehem congregation, who in the fall
will al so enter school-work. Also three students
graduated from the high-school deparbnent.
THE PAS'r YJ,,\n has been a. very pr osperous one
for the college. l!, 01·ty-six students n.ttendec1 classes.
The showing was very creditable, and must be considered all the more so in view of the difficulties
besetting the progress of the work. The insufficient
number of instrnctors, together wi th the lack of
many things necessary for the successful work of
a college, serionsly handicapped the activity of the
institution. Just now it does not seem as though
these difficulties will be materially lessened during
the coming year, but God, ,vho has prospered us in
the past, will not forsake us in the future.
SIS'l'ER ;HENDER~ON, the oldest member of Bethlehem congregation, died a few weeks ago. She
had been blincl ancl helpless for a number of years
and wa~ supported out of the Sick and Needy Fund
of the congregation.

Chapel Needed In Salisbury, N. C.
On Sunday, July 15, the members of St. John's
Ev. Luth. Church of Salisbury, N. C., mad~ another
effort at raising funds ":ith which to rebuild their
chapel. '!'hey rented a large hall and had three
divine services. Unfortunately, inclement weather
prevented the sister congregations of Rock-well and
The Rocks from attending. However, quite a number of strangers were present. The past.or from
Charlotte preached at the morning and evening services, and Rev. Lash in the afternoon. The people
responded liberally, the collections amounting to
$27.56. The St. John's congregation consists of
women and children, but they are praying and working hard t.o have their chapel rebuilt. I t is now
more than a year since it was t.otally destroyed by
a storm. Since thei:i they have been holding services in a hall. But they are very anxious to have a
chapel. One member, a boy who was sorely in need
of a pair o.f shoes, gave his last dollar, and his
mother, a poor widow, contributed $2.50.
God grant that these poor people may soon have
a neat little chapel where they ce.n worship Him and
hear His blessed Gospel. The people sorely need a
chapel and they are thankful for every help given
them.
X:
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NOTES AND ITEMS.
CITY M:1ssrnNs. - T he latest report of "the Milwaukee City Missions has been sent to us. It is
full o.f interest and encouragement. The past year
hns been one o.f steady and blessed work for the
city missionary, th e Rev. E. Duemling. The gracious message of J esus was proclaimed ·in the hospitals, in . prison, and in other public institutions
of the city. The sick ancl the clying and the destitute in their lowly homes were visited and were
told of Jesus and His love. Not all accepted the
message, but many a poor soul was rescued, finding comfort ancl peace and rest iri the words of the
missionary, who surely often felt it. was worth all
his days of weary and sometimes seemingly fruitless work to be God's instrument in bringing about
so much joy and happiness. It is a glorious mission to lend poor dying sinners to the Savior even
under such harrowing conditions as are often found
in our city missions. The Good Shepherd seeks all
that are lost, and surely His Church should not be
careless in going out af ter the aged, the poor, and
the lost, who in our large cities are wandering in
the chilling sleet and piercing cold of utter and
awful neglect. '!'here is a lesson to be learned from
the homely words of a negro song, recently sent to
us by "a colored brother :"
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:MrssI0N SCHOOLS IN NEW ORLEANS. -Our
brethren in New Orleans have issued a. "Catalogue
of Luther College and affiliated Parochial Schools
in New Orleans, Ln." It is an interesting, pamphlet, giving full information as to the attenclance
ancl the different courses in our colored Lutheran
schools in that beautifu l city of the South. The
College was attenclecl during the past year by
46 stuclents, ancl the total enrollment in all the
schools was 728. A blessed ancl most important
work is being clone in these schools; for "besides
the common school branches the course of study
also embraces instruction in the Word of God."
Goel bless our colleges and parochial schools and
make them a power for the advancement of His
kingdom among the colored people !

"Den de massa ob de sheepfol'
Dnt guu.rds de sheepfol' bin,·
Goes down in de gloomerin' meadows,
Wha.' r de long night rain begin So he le' down de ba's ob de sheepfol',
Callin' sof', Come in, Come in!
Callin' sof', Come in, Come in.

NOT A CHURCH. - "A long-time reader" asks
whether "the Christian Science people may be
called a Church." He says that in a report of the
recent cleclicat ion of the large and beautiful buildfog erected by the Christian 'Science people in Boston it was said that "the grand temple would prove
a powerful mission agency in spreading the Christian Science Church."
No; the Christian Science people are not a
Church. They reject all fundamental doctrines of
the Christi~n religion a1?-d put the ravings and silly
writings of Mother Eddy in place of the Bible.
Christian Science is simply a devilish delusion and
Satanic fraud. When we read that report of that
dedication and Mother Eddy's silly message in the
paper sent to us, we were reminded of the story of
the' Irishman who·landed in New York. He was
walking along a street and looking with amazement
at t~e enormous business houses. Stopping before
a building of fourteen or fifteen stories, he tried in
vain to see to the top, and crossed the street to get a
better view. Leaning back until his hat fell off,
and the pipe dropped out of his mouth, he was
noticed by a man in one of the upper stories, ,vho
looked out of a window and shouted, "Pat, do you
think ~hat this is a church?" "I did think so, sor,"
was the reply, "till I saw the divil sticking his head
out of the windy."

"Den up t 'ro' de gloomerin' meadows,
T'ro de col' night rain nnd win',
And up t'ro' de gloomerin' rnin-po.f
Whti'r de sleet fa' pie'cin' thin,
De po' los' sheep ob de sheepfol'
Dey nil comes gadderin' in,
De po' los' sheep ob de sheepfol'
Doy nil comes gndderin' in."

PEACEFUL UsE · o i• KET.rLE DRUMS. -The missionaries on the border of Tibet use kettle drums
for calling the people to religious worship. There
are no bells in that country; gongs must be gotten
from India, and so some one hit on the. idea of the ·
kettle dru~. The sound carries far, and the people
know what it means.

"De masso. ob de sheepfol'
Dat. guards t he sheepfol' bin,
Look out in the gloomerin' meadows
Wha' r de long night min begin So he calls out to cle shepa'd,
ls my sheep, is dey all come in?

"0 Lor'," den says de shepa'd,
"Dere's some, dey's black nnd thin,
And some dey's po' ol' wedda's,
But cie res' dey's nil brung in,
But de res' dcy's nil brung in.
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There ore said to be thirty-one missionary societies at work in Africa: fourteen American, eight British, seven Germon, one French, and
one Swiss.
AFRICA. -

INDIAN l\IrssroN. -Says the Lttlhcran Herald:

" 'l'here are now 31,000 Indians who are communicants of some Christian church. There are 300
church buildings among the Indians. The missions have not only Christianized many Indians,
but also ch•ilized them. Sixty-five thousand Indians now speak the English language, 112,000 have
adopted civilized dress. One missionary who has
worked among the Indians for forty years says thf!t
never before bas he found such a demand for the
Gospel among the Indians as now, especially in Indian Territory. Frequently unconverted Indians
request the preacher to continue the meetings and
bring them more glad Gospel tidings."
A Gn.U'EFUL INDIAN. - Indians are so ungrateful, people say. Are they? An old Inclian who
was blincl pleaded eagerly that his eyes might be
operated on, though his heart was too weak to take
ether, and e,•en if he should only be able to see for
"half an hour." He pleaded so earnestly, though
the case was hopeless, that he was questioned, and
it was found that he wanted his sight for the one
half hour so that he could sit and gaze into the
faces of the missionaries who had worked for him
and taught him Christ's love.

Evidence of God's Love.
A certain gentleman, in the time oJ Luther,
whilst building for himself an elegant house,
chanced to fall from the scaffolding. However, he
suffered no harm by the accident.
When he next met Luther, he told him what
had happened and how G'od had shielded him. He
boasted that it was evident from this that the Lord
loved him gJ"eatly. But Luther replied: "My dear
friend, you have other and greater evidence than
this that God loves you. Hold before your eyes
the sufferings of Jesus, and reasons enough will be
given you not to doubt the love of God."
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Jesus the Sinner's Friend.
One lhc rc is uhowi all oLhcrs
\\"e ll d<-.~c•1·1•p,; t he iu1111<' of Friend!
lJ is is 101·(• hc>~·ond II brotlll'r' .
Co11Lly, free. a nd knowi; 110 r.nd ;
Th<'y who once His kindness pro,·c,
Find iL e ,·c rla. Ling Io,·c.
\Vh ich of all our friend , lo . n1·c us,
C'ould or would hn,·c shed their blood?
Dul 0111· ,Jcsn died to hn,·c 11
R econciled in R im to God.
This wns boundless lore indeed!
Je. us is I\ Friend in need.
Selected.

The Good Samaritan.

In the tenth chapter of Luke we reacl of n certain mau who on his journey from Jerusalem to
Jericho fell among thieves, who strippecl him an~
wounded him nnd left him in his blood. The poor
man lay there helpless nnd hopeless, woundecl unto
death.
A priest ancl then a Levite came that way.
They saw the poor wounded man: in his misery,
but each llassecl by on the other sicle without helping him.
Then a certain Samaritan came where the poor
man was, "ancl when he saw him he had compassion
on him." But he did not merely pity him, nnd
then pass by. No. ''He went to him." He went
to him just where he lay in his blood. He did not
go only part of the w~y and call upon the wounded
man to come the other part. No. ''He went to
him." He went all the way to the man just where
he was. And then he did not wait till the man had
helped himself a little or had shown himself worthy

No. 9.

or

help. No. Ile took him just as he was, and
rescued him from death. He ''bound up his wounds,
pouring in oil ancl wine," and took him to the inn
to be carecl for, paying all that was needed. The
poor wouncled man had nothing to do and nothing
to pay. The good Samaritan did all and paid all.
What a lovely picture we have here of the grace
or our Lord Jesus Christ, the SaYior of sinners!
He is the GoQd Samaritan who saw man lying in
his bloocl, woundecl 1mto death by sin, the whole
head sick and the whole heart faint, no soundness
from the sole of the foot even unto the head; but
wounds and bruises and putrefying sores. And
when He thus saw mnn helpless and hopeless, conclemJ!ed by the Law to eternal death, He had compassion and ca.me all the wny into this world o:f sin.
He came not only half way, ancl nine-tenths of the
way, but all the way to the place where sinners
wcr~ lying, wouncled, bleeding, helpless. He came
:Crom the highest heavens to the cross and the grave,
being "wounded for our tra.nsg1·essions ancl bruised
for our iniquities," and thus procuring salvation for
nil. And in the Gospel Jesus, the Good Samaritan,
now comes with f~rgiveness ancl salvation for the
healing of sinners. He sees the sinner before the
sinner sees Him, and He comes to the sinner just
where he is. He does not come only part of the
way, calling upon the helpless sinner to come the
other part. No. He comes to the sinner all the
way just where he is, and where sin has put him far, far away from God. And He does n9t ask
the sinner to do better, to feel better, to be better,
before He helps him. No. He takes sinners just
as they are, and ininisters to them from the riches
of His grace, bindi~g up and healing their wounds1
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giving them pnrdon of sins nnd c,•erlnsting salva- fying l1imself by showing his innocence; and hi&
tion. He takes them to the inn of His Church to judge, if he be just, will then publicly declare tl1e
be tnken care of until He comes ngain fo take them .accusation unfounc1ecl and pronounce the accused
to the place He hns prepared for th~m in His innocent of the crime charged against him.
F ather's house. And the poor, helpless sinner lias
'l'his would be justification in its first meaning;
nothing to pa.y - nothing to pay for the binding but in this sense none can, strictly speaking, be justiup of his wounds, nothing to pay for the oil nucl fied, since all are sinners, ancl all are justly accused.
the wiuc, nothing to pay for the pince ancl portion The Law accuses us : for a11 m·c made 1mdcr the
of Christ in the heavenlies, 1iothing to pay for the Law, ancl "we know·that wha t thiugs soever the Law
inheritance of the saints in light. All to him and saith it saith to them that are under the Law : that
for him is without money and without '))rice. Jesus, every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may
the Good Samaritan, has paid it all. 0 infinite become guilty before God," Rom. 3, 19. So also
grace - grnce just suited to the sinner's need! Satan accuses us. He is " the aclver. ary," 1 Pet. 5, 8,
For he has nothing, but is helpless and hopeless. "the accuser of our brethren, that a cuscs them beAs a lost, ruined, and condemned sinner he can fore our Goel cla,y and night," Rev. 12, 10. And
get salvation only by grace through faith in Jesus, again, conscience is n. continual accuser, bearing
the Friend of sinners, the Good Samaritan.
witness against us. And truly, none but those who
have learned by experience can tell what the pangs
Blessed is he who has learned to know the lov- inflicted by a guilty and awnkencd conscience arc.
ing grace of the Good Samaritan and has been A man ma.y flee from many calamities and bea1· up
taken up out of the misery of sin and brought into patiently under many burdens, but he can as little
the inn of the c~urch, healed, saved, recovered, flee from an accusing conscience as he can flee
happy! He wonders at the love that put him there from himself.
- a love which owed him nothing- a. love not
Against these accusers, in the first i-cnse of the
even sought or known before. He will love that word, "no flesh living can be justi ficd.'-' We must,
Friend who first loved him, and will trust and find then, look for some other meaning or the term,
comfort in His never-cl1anging love in the days of according to which the publican, who confesses himi;orrow and affliction. Constrained by this love, he self to be a sinner, coulcl go clown to his house
will himself be a, Samaritan "in serving and assist- justified. Ancl thus we find that to justify a person
ing his neighbor, especiall)' in helping to make often means to pronounce sentence in his favor, to
known to sinners the Gospel of Jesus, the Goocl acquit him of guilt, to excuse him from burden, to
Samaritan.
free him from punishment, and to repute or deem
him just. 'I'hus also justification, iu a still wiclcr
"I Belleve In the· Forgiveness of Sins."
sense, is not o,pposecl to accusation onljr, but to condemnation. 'l'hus Solomon says, Prov. 17, 15:
II.
"He that justificth the wicked, aucl he that conIn the parable of the Pharisee and the publican, demneth the just, even they both are au abomination
Christ tells us that the latter went down to his house to the Lord;" and Christ declares, Matt. 12, 37:
justified. From this we learn that the publican had "By thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy
been tried, and if he was tried, he must have been words thou shalt be condemned."
accused; for without au accusation there can be no
In the Gospel sense of the Word, justification'
trial, just as without a trial there can be no justifi- is "of Goel," and means that He acquits us from
cation. The result of a trial will be the public an- guilt, coi1clemnation, and punishment by full and
nouncement of the judge that the accused is inno- free remission of our sins, reputing and declaring
cent and therefore not to be punjshed, or that he is us just persons, and deals with us as though we
guilty and must bear the punishment his crime de- were upright and innocent in His sight. It is an
serves. The publican was justified, th1J,t is, he was act of judgment performed by God, by which He
declared innocent.
declares His own righteousness and justice, and at
If no accusation or charge be brought against a the same time our liberation from the punishment
person, he has no need . of being justified; but as due to transgression: His justice consisting in acsoon as he is accused of wrongdoing, though he be cepting a competent satisfaction offered instead of
entirely innocent, he has an opportunity. of justi- the debt due Him, and in reparation of the injury
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clone to H im, by reason o.f which the debtor is
acquitted and the offense forgiven. A11 this St. Paul
most clearly and eloquently sets forth Rom. 3,
21-26: "But n ow the righteousness of God without the Law is manifested, being witnessed by the
Law mid Lh<! prophets · even the 1·ighteons11ess of
God which-is by fai th o.f Jesus Christ m1 to all, and
upon all them that believe : for there is no difi'.crcnce : for all have sinned, n.nd come short o.f the
glory of God; being j ustified freely by His grace,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus;
whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation,
through fai Lh in H is blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past,
through the forbcar::mce of God; to declare, I say,
at this time His righ teousness : that He might be
just, nnd the justifie r of him which believeth in
Jesus." B ence we sec that justification, or forgiveness of sins, is the result of Christ's redemption, "fo1· H e hath made Him to be sin for us who
knew no sin, that we 1riight be made the righteousness of God in H im," 2 Cor. 5, 21. God laid all
our sins on Christ, imputed our guilt to Him, and
then punished t hem in Him by His suffering and
death. Christ suffered all that we should have
suffered. And since Christ did all this for us and
thus redeemed us by His blood, we h~ve in Him
the righteousness of God. And since God, the
righteous J udgc, in His grace and· goodness thus
justifies us, our accusers must hush. "Who shall
lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is
God that justifieth," Rom. 8, 33.
But how is the . sinner to obtain :forgiveness of
His sins? 'l'hc answer is given us in plainest words
in Scripture: by faith. Our Catechism says lbat
God forgives the sins of all believers. '!'bus also
the publican 1·cceived forgiveness. H is faith, to
which he gave expression by saying, "God be merciful to me a sinner," was the hand wherewith he
grasped the righteousness of God in Christ. Christ
has, indeed, redeemed the whole world, in Christ
God is reconciled to the whole world, 2 Cor. 5, 19,
for He :Culfilled the Law and died on the cross for
every sinner, and thus gained forgiveness for all.
As certainly as Christ was delivered for the offenses
of all men, so certainly was He also raised again
!or the justification of all. And that all men may
know this, God hath committed unto them the
word of reconciliation, that is, the Gospel. In the
blessed Gospel God offers forgiveness t<;> all. · But
would man now actually have forgiYeness, he must
accept it, and that is done by faith. "Abram be-
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lie\'ed in the Lord ; and H e counted it to him for
righteousness," Gen. 15, 6. Rom. 4, 5 Paul writes:
"'f o him that workcth not, but believeth on Him
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness." We nre justified, Paul would say,
not by our works, but by taking sole recourse to
God iu Christ through faith, by looking entirely
away :from ourselves to the Fountain of grace for
mercy.
'l'o sum up whnt Scripture teaches us concerning justification, or forgirnness of sins: We receive forg iven ess of sins and are justified before
God, not by owr works, bu t by grace, for Ohrist's
sal.:e, through faith.
" By grncc! our works nre all rejected,
All clnims of merit. puss for naught.;
The mighty , 'nvior, Jong expected,
'l'o us I.his blissful t.rut.h has brought,
Tlmt He by death redeems our race,
And we nl'C sn,·cd nlonc by grnce."

F. J. L.

An Atheist Answered.
A great and learned atheist once met a plain
countryman going to church.
''Where are y~m going?" he asked.
"I am going to church, sir," was the reply.
''What for?"
·
"'l'o worship God."
" Pray tell, is your God a great or a little God?"
"He is both, sir."
"How can He be both?"
" He is so great, sir, that the Heaven of heavens
cannot contain Him, and so little, tha_t He can d,vell
in my poor heart."
'l'he atheist declared that this simple answer of
the countryman had more effect upon his mind than
all the volumes the learned doctors had written upon
the subject.

Trusting God.
We might well take off our hats to the little
birdies that fly over our heads, and say : My dear
doctor, I must confess that I am far behind you
in the art of trusting God. You sleep through
the night in your little nest wiptout any care. In
the morning you rise and are cheerful and happy.
You sit on a tree and sing and praise and thank
God. Then you seek your food and :find it. Why
can we foolish men not learn to follow their example? - Luther.

68

· The Lutheran Pioneer.
Av.arlce.

A Little While.

Luther says in one of his sermons:
In a small village there lived a pastor whose
' The reason God is so great an enemy of avarice •wife had recently died. Great was his grief, and
is because there is no other vice which hinders the it was difficult for him to find comfort in his day
,spreading of the Gospel more, and which works of sorrow. On n certain Sunday he held children's
more harm · to the Christian. And yet we see that services, in which he explained to the children the
the whole worlcl is drowned in it. Everybody is Bible story of the young man at Nnin whom Christ
worryi11g night -and day whether.he will be pro,·iclecl raised from the dead. "As the dear Lord Jesus
ior in the future. Nobody is satisfied with what raisecl that young man :from the dead," said he,
God has given him. If the Lord has given to one ":md tumccl the mother's sorrow into joy, so He
a beautiful home, he soon longs for a castle. If he will one clay mise a11 the dead mid will lend His
$Ucceeds in getting .a castle, he would like to own a cltlldrcn into everlasting glory. " e do not yet see
whole town, and so on. No one is content with his it. We must only wait yet a. little while for that
station in life. Pride and avarice arc at the root glorious clay o.f ]lis grace.''
of it all. These are the cause of all the parsimony
On the afternoon of that same clay the pastor,
and illiberality among people.
as usual, went to the churchyard. At the grave of
. "Our blessed Savior warns us against these sins his beloved wife he sat clown aucl wept bitterly.
when He says to us in His Sermon on the Mount: Soon a hand was softly laid on his shoulder nncl a
'No man can serve two masters. Either he will hate Yoicc whispe~·ed, "W nit a little while.'' Almost
the. one and love the other, or else he will hold to irightenecl, the pastor looked up. Before him he
the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve saw standing a boy t.velve years old, who again
God and mammon.' The Lorcl feared, we see from softly said, " Wait n little while."
this, lest mammon should hinder us in our devotion
'rhe pastor then understood t he words of the
to His service.''
boy, who wanted to remind him of. what he had
said in the chilclren!s service about the Christian's
Christians Should Be a Blessing to Others. waiting only a little wltlle for the glorious day of
divine grace, the day of resurrectio11. H e drew the
Ye C11ristia.ns have received the blessing of God child to his bosom and said, "You are right; I will
not for yourselves alone, but in order that ye should wait." Greatly comfo1·ted he went home.
bless also those that are still under the curse, that
"Yet a little while, and He that shall come will
is, pray for them that through your doctrine, pa- come, and will not tnrry," Hebr. 10, 37. Theretience, and godly conversation they also may be fore the apostle sayf?, "I woulcl not have you to be
brought to faith. The blessing ye are to inherit is ignorant, brethren, eoncerning them which are
not temporal for this present life, but it is this, asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which
that through Christ ye are in a state of grace, hav- have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died
ing forgiveness of sins and being delivered from and rose again, even so them also which sleep in
death and the devil, looking forward to the glory Jesus will God bring with Him," 1 Thess. 4, 13. 14.
of everlasting life. - Luther.
"Oh, false, ungrnteful words, to cnll t he grave

A Rich Father.
Says a New York pastor: "When a friend o.f
·mine,.long years ago, urged John Jacob Astor to
subscribe for a certain object, and told him that
his son had subscribed:, the old German millionaire
replied "ery dryly: 'He can do it, he has got a
.rich f atber I' "
May Christians, when asked for gifts, remember that they have a rich Father, to whose children
it is said: "Be ye merciful as your Father also is
merciful. Giye, and it shall be given unto you."

:.\Ian's long last come!
'Tis but n lodging held from week to week,
'fill Christ slmll come."

0

Sons of the Word."

'rhe missionary John Williams, the martyr of
Erromanga, so thoroughly drilled the converts in
the knowledge of the Bible, and imbued them with
t:he love of the Bible, that in after years when a
vessel was ,approaching their island, and the officers
called to some of them in a-boat·who they were, they
replied with united voices, "Sons of the Word.!'
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The Deaf Churchgoer.
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Grinding at the Mill.

U is a very simple mill that is used in Palestine
Why did he come to service every Sunday, that
old man, of whom eYery one knew that he was for the grinding of wheat. The mill simply contotally deaf? Was jt a mer e habit? Was it to see sists o.f two round stones - one placed upon the
the people, was H mere curiosity? Oh, no! 'rhe other. In the upper stone a hole is drilled on one
olcl man wHh the quiet, solemn face looked neither side, into which a wooden hanclle is driven, and
right nor le.ft. His eyes were generally turned up- another hole in the center, through which the grain
wards, as i.f he saw something lovely there, as if he passes and is ground, by turning the upper stone
were conversing with a fri encl who was bringing upon the lower.
When at work with the mill, two women sit
him goocl tidings, and to whom be sent up thanks
in retl.u·n. O.f course,
opposite each other on
this spfrit-ual joy was
a mat, with a cloth
not always exprcssecl by
spread under the mill,
his looks; sometimes he
on which the flour falls.
r
sat in his place with
Both take hold of the
~·. <:i
- -:
drooping head, as if
handle by which the up. . ~~..->;::: ~ - ~~·
per is turned round on
very tired.
..
/i
.•
the "nether" or lower
On one occasion a
' .•
. / .
l ·, •
r
friencl came to him and
millstone, one of the
women throwing in the
wrote the following
grain, as occasion requestion on a slip o.f
qui res, through the hole
paper: "Do not the
in the upper stone.
services fatigue you
The turning of the
greatly, as you are not
hand mill is referred to
able to understand anyat several places in the
thing?"
Bible. Matt. 24, Christ,
His reply was:
speaking of the coming
"Sometimes, yes; but,
o.f the Son of Man at
.nevertheless, I should
the encl of the world
not like to miss one.
ancl
telling His ChrisI attend for tluee reatians to watch and be
sons: First, because I
prepared for His sudcan e:\.-press my reverden and une:\.11ected
ence towards God by my
coming on the great
presence in His house;
day of judgment, says
secondly, I can worship
Grinding at the Mill.
"· 41: "Two women
Him in spirit, even i.f
my ear does not catch anything of the sermon - in shall be grinding nt the mill; the one shall be taken,
spirit I can sing with th'e congregation, by repeat- ancl the other left."
ing the hymns I learned in my childhood; thirdly,
even a deaf churchgoer, if he is faithful in heart,
Eternal Life.
may influence another to attend services regularly."
How much we may learn of this deaf churchGoel will not alter His record, "and this is the
goer, to whom God had given such a fine spiritual record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and
car! - Exchange.
this life is in His Son." It is not because we do
this or that, but "because He liveth, we shall live
IT is simply impossible to combine these two also." Before one of Christ's sheep can perish,
things: • Being a believing Christian and living ac- one must be found more mighty than God. "I gi"e
cording to · the lust of the flesh in sin and vices unto them eternal life," said Jesus, "and they shall
against the conscience. (1 Cor. 6, 9; Gal. 5, 19-21.) never perish, neither shall any pluck tl1em out of
my hand."
Luther.

·~
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A Deaf-Mute's Announcement for

The Baby's Grave.

Communion.
I was passing by 11. churcl1ynrd
On n lo,·cly summer's tiny Through the gate a hcnrsc wns passing,
:Moving slowly on its wny.
And I followed with the others
'J."o a little lonely plncc
\\There t.hc cold sod soon woul<l co,·cr
From our i:ight the dcnd one's fncc.

A missionary in Inclin. relates the following:
One day our cleaf Peter came t o me with a question, which I could not well understand. I handed
him a lead llencil and a sheet of paper, upon which
he wrote the question: "When will the Lord's Supper be celebrated?" In an almanac I pointed out
to him our conimm1ion Suuc1ay. He askec1 ior n
Bible, which I handed to him. He opened the book
and pointed with his :finger. to the first verse of the
4~. Psalm: ".As the hart panteth after the water
brooks, so pnnteth my soul after 'l'hee, 0 God."
This was his way ·of announcing himself for communion. Tears of joy :filled my eyes as I grasped
ancl pressed his hand. He then pointed out to me
other passages of the Bible which treat of the Holy
Supper.

It wns just a small white coffin
Thnt was lowered from our view.
But some lonely hcnrts were nching
\Vith a sadness we nil knew.
In the coffin was 11. bnby
Resting 'neath n. wealth of bloom.
And the mother stood by weeping,
Now her life seemed nnught but gloom.
Her dcnr baby's life wns endccl,
Its sweet fncc forc,·cr hid,
Oh! what bitter pnin nnd sorrow
Rested on thnt coffin lid.
By the grnvc the mot.her lingered,
Sobbing out her grief nm! woe,
Feeling o.11 her joys dcpnrtcd
\'\1 ith the one she cherished so.

----►•------

Hearing and Keeping God's Word.

Near the clmrchyarcl, in a chapel
Could be henrd a singer's voice,
And tl1e song thnt enme so sweetly
Bo.de the .mother's heart rejoice.
"Go bury thy sorrow,
'fhe world lms its shnrc:
Go bury it deeply,
Go hide it with enre.
"Go tell it to Jesus
WJ1en curtained by night;"
Go tell it to Jesus
And nil will he right.
"Go gather the sunshine
He sheds on the wny:
He'll lighten thy burdens,
Go, weary one, prny !"
Then the mother ccnsed her weeping,
And she bowed her bend in prayer
As the sweet voice of the singer
Floated softly through the nir.
And I heard her softly whisper
As she knelt beside the sod:
"Thnt sweet song ha.a eased my sorrow,
I ,viii tnke my grief to God."

,

ESTHER PETERSON'.

WHOSOEVER does not prove hie faith by his
deeds is 88 µiuch 88 a. Gentile, yea, he is worse than
a Gentile, for he is a Christian who denies his

Lord. -Luther.

Many years ago, a yo1mg man, leaving his home
and his native village for the first time, went into
a store in New York to apply for a position as
· clerk. But ther~ were many applications, and be
obtained an interview with the mercha.u t only to be
told there was no place for him. He modestly qsked
the privilege of showing a letter- of recommendation
he had brougltt irom a well-known and influential
person. He had just opened his grip to find his
letter. of recommendation, when a book rolled out
on the .flQor.
"What book is that?" asked the merchant,
sharply.
"It is the Bible," answered the young man.
"And what a.re you going to c1o with that book .
in New York?"
'l'he young stranger straightened himself up,
and, with a clear, unflinching look into the older
man's eyes, repliec1 : "I ·promised my mother I would
read it every day, and I have kept my promise, not
only for her sake, but also for my own." Absolute
sincerity shone in his face, ancl it was impossible
to doubt him. 'l'he wealthy merchant, although
not himself a Christian, 1mderstood well the value
of Christian principle. A place was found for the
young man, and his fidelity to what he believed to
be right, and his loyalty to the precepts laid down
in the Bible, won him steady promotion. 'l'he time
came when he was partner in the establishment he
had entered as an bumble cler:k. 'l'he Word of God
is a sure life-chart. - Ez.
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NOTES AND ITEMS.
. CONOVER, N. C. -The Rev. W. H. Lash, our
missionary at Salisbury, still holds preaching and
catechising ser vices at Conover. ~[rs. Lash openccl
a summer parochial school in August, which was
· well attcudecl. 'l'he work will no doubt prove a
blessing to the colored people.
AsI.EEl' IN JESUS. - On the 13th of August the
one year old child of the Rev. J. C. Schmidt, om
missionary at Greensboro, N. C., departed this life.
Funeral services were held on the 14th of August,
the Rev. Prof. G. 1:\. Romoser, of Conover, N. C.,
.preaching the sermon. - "Asleep in Jesus! Blessed
sleep!"

Oun COLLEGES. - :i:.,uther College in New Orleans and Immanuel College in Greensboro, N. C.,
begin a new school year in September. We are
glad to hear t hat there are good prospects for a
large nttcnclance. Each institution hos issued an
interesting catalogue giving full information as to
the courses o.f stucly and other matters. These
schools give their students thorough instruction in
the different branches of knowledge and a sound
Christian education and training. Their "chief
object is to provide a liberal and practical training,
on the basis o.f Christian principles, for young men
who intend la.tcr to enter the ministry or engage in
missionary school work, and for gifted girls who
desire to enter the service of the church as Christian schoolteachers." Those who wi!tl1 to teach and
train others must themselves be well taught and
well trained. 'l'he old colored farmer, of whom we
recently rend, was entirely wrong in his ideas as
to the equipment · necessary for a preacher or
teacher. His name was Ch~d, and he had a son
who l1nd tried the civil service examination.
"Well, Chacl," said a friendly gentleman after
the trial, "did yom· boy pass the examination?"
"No, suh," replied Chad; "dcy tur1;1ed him
down.".
·"What was the trouble?"
"Short on 'rithmetic, suh."
"Anything else?"
"An' geography."
"Yes?"
"An' spellin'."
"Nothing more?"
"Nothin' mo' ceptin' grammar, an' hist'ry, an'
some other things."
·

71

"Well, Chad, what will he clo now?"
" Well, suh, he jest 'bout decided ter preach or
tench school."
A LITTLE MISSIONARY. - '£he Ra·view of Missions says : "A Chinese Christian boy in one of the

Swntow schools, by 1·epeating at home the Gospel
truths learned at school, has been the means of
leadirig his father, motl1er, and grandmother to become seekers after God."
A MEl\lORIAL TABLET. -A tablet was recently
unveiled at Haddam, Conn., in memory of David
Brainerd, the great missionary \\'110 gave his life
in the service of the Indians in Pennsylvania and
New Jersey. He spent only four years in the ,vork
- yea.rs full of self-denial, bright with ceaseless
prayer, burd~med with hard labor, consuming his
life in the mission sen-ice and dying under the•
heavy burdens at the early age of thirty, beloved
and bewailed as a father by the many children of
the forest whom he had led to a k"llowledge of the
Savior. His heart was filled with the true missionary spirit, and after having spent his life in
the mission service, he said, "I declare now that I
am dying, I would not have spent my life otherwise for the whole world." 'rhe tablet in his
memory bears the following inscripti~n:---:Opposite this spot was born, April 20, 1718,
David Brainerd,
A Servant of God.
Wise in his knowledge of men;
Self-forgetful in his devotion; .
O.f single-hearted humility;
Careless of the dangers of the frontier;
Undismayed by failing health;
He gave his brief manboocl to the material and
spiritual upbuilding of the Indians.
He died at Northampton, :Mass.,
October 9, 1747.
'£HE SILENT l\irssroNARY. - 'l'he Bible has been
called "the silent missionary;" for this blessecl
Book has exerted its divine power and done ~ts
silent work on many a mission fiel~. Several years
ago a Testament ,vas left in an Armenian village.
The missionary- had been driven away; but that
Testament remained there as a faithful missionary,.
doing its silent work. A few years later another
missionary came to that place, whence his fellow
laborer had :fled for his life. He says he found
thirty families which had become Christians through
the rending of that New Testament. .
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WHEN !T's HoT. - A Lutheran missionary in
My Master Is Always In.
India writes: "It is hot just now in Indi~. There
It is good to remember, in the moment of tempare, in India, severnl ways of arriving at a conclusion as to whether it is really hot. When e,rery tation, that Goel sees and hears all -tha t we clo
separate postage stamp rolls up to the size of a ancl say.
"Johnny," said a man, wjnking slyly to a shopgoose quill and it takes five minutes to unroll it
long enough to stick it; when the furniture in your Incl of his acquaintance, "you nrnst give me extra
house, shrinking and tearing out of joint and mor- measure. Your master js not in."
Johnnie looked. solemnly into the man's face,
tise, keeps up a noise like popping of toy pistols ;
when the ants, as soon as the sun has set, carry and replied, " My Master is always in."
J olmnie's Master was the all-seeing God. Let
their lnnre to the surface to ghre them a breath
every
one, when he is tempted, adopt J ohnnie's
of air, and prevent them from perishing in the sunbaked earth- then it's hot. When the napkin on motto, "l\Iy Master is always in." It will save him
your knees produces a sensation somewhat resem- . from falling into many sins.
bling that qf a piece of heated sheet iron; when
the sheets need to be sprinkled before you go to bed ;
BOOK TABLE.
when you have to put pacls of blotting paper uncler
ut;s 'l't; XA S·DISTnm·r. ·.
Concordia P ub·
, your hands to prevent the paper you are writing SY~:>u.,1.11t:11rc111·
Ji,-hing 11011. c. St. 1.ouis, i ro. P rier, l ,; ct.s.
on from becoming unfit to send, by the perspiration
Thi>< i>< t he lfo port. of t he fir,.t i;css ion. held hy Um
Tcxa>< Di><t riet recently brnnchc,I off from t.hci , out hcm
dripping off you - then it's hot."

A Child's Prayer.

District of Urn i\l is!lomi Sy noel. The distr ict occupying
t he large st.ate of Tcxns hns nn cxlcnsh·c field for home
mi;:sions. nm! the Report shows t hat t he hrethrcn arc
nctirn in the work. Ali:o t he instrncth·c doctrina l pnpcr
disc11,;scd at the meeting nm! prcscntc,1 in t he Jlcport wns
npt to :iwnkcn nnd foster t he mi!lsionary !!pirit in t he
ill'art.,; of the people. n,; it ,·cry ably sets fort h t he blessed
duty of 'hrhitians to C!trc not. only for t he i:;n,ln1tion of
t heir own soul;;, hut. also for t he i;nh·nt ion of Um souls or
other,-.

A little girl, about five years old, lived with her
parents, who were very poor, in a small cottage in
a village in Prussia. One day, when her father
went out, little Rosa was sitting by her mother, who
llt: M l·b:1111x ! Heft 7. Coneonlin. Publishing House,
was just recovering from an attack of fever, which S1xm,--rSt.
Louis, i\fo. !'rice, 20 ct.,;:. ; per dozen, $ 1.50.
had weakened her very much. She was singing a
This sc,·cnth number of 1111 excellent. collection of sncrell
little hymn, when the door opened suddenly, and song;i for mixed choirs contains t hree an thems well nclnptcd
six soldiers walked into the room. The poor child ' for Reformation Dnr nnd missionary fcstirnls.
was so terrified at first that she fell from the bench
Ernngelicnl Luthernn Colored Cltnrcltes.
on which she had been sitting. A few moments
NEW PRLEANS, LA.
afterwards, however, she rose to her knees, and in St. Pa11l'1 Chaptl, 1625 Annette
St., ncnt· N. Clnibornc SL.; }'. J. Lon•
kcnnu,
Pastor.
her own simple, childlike words, while the big tears
Divine Services: Sunday, 11 "· M. and 7.30 1•. a1.; Wednesday,
7.30 I'. )I.
•
trembled in her eyes, she prayed that God would ,lfou11t
Zinn Churcl1, Franklin and 'l"hnJia Sis.; K. Krctzschmnr, Pastor.
Divine Sci-vices: Sunday, 11 " · ll. nmJ 7.30 1•. a1.; Thursday,
pity them and help them; that He woulcl make
7.30 1'. a1.
Bel/1lehe1n
Chapel, Wushington A,•c.and Dryndcs St.; J. W. i,·. J,ol!S•
the soldiers ldnd to her mother, and tell them to
muon, Pustor.
•
~
Dlvino
Services: Sundny, JO 11.. M. and 7.30 r . a1.; Thnrsduy,
go away to some other house where they might get
,.so r. i,.
Sl'ltlNGFJELD, ILL.
something to eat and drink, and ending with these
lloly Trinity Cliurcl,; L. 1':. Tlmllcy, l'astor.
words, "For Thou knowest, Lord, that we are poor."
Dlvino Services : Snnduy, 10.3011.. 11. nod 8 r. ar.
One of the soldiers patted the child's head kindly
TERMS:
and said, "Who taught you to pray so nicely, little
'l"IIE LUTIIERAN PIONEER is published monthly, payable
i11 mlt:u,u:e nt the following rntcs, postage included, to-wit:
one?"
l Copy ......• .• ... . •. . ..... $ .25
"Jesus and mother," was her simple reply.
l O Copies. . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00
25 Copies . • . . . . • . • . • . • • . • • . . . 5.00
The soldier, a tall, strong, rough-looking ma1~,
50 Copies. . . . • • . . • • . • . • . • . . • • 0.00
turned aside his heacl, and brushed a tear from his
Club rnlcs only nllow<'d if 11.ll copies nrc to he sent to
cheek, then putting-a piece of money into her lap, one ndclrc.KS. - In St. Louis by mnil or carrier, 35 cents.
All bu~incss communicntions to be nddres11cd to Conhe kissed the little girl, ancl said to her kindly, cor<li1i
Publi1d1ing House, Jefferson AYc. 11.nd l\Ii11.mi St.,
"There is something !or your mother, my child. St. Louis, :Mo.
All communications concerning the cditori1ll dcp11.rtPray for us soldiers also sometimes, like a good mP11t
to be addressed· to Prof. R. A. B1scnoFF, Conover,
Cnta.wba. Co., N. C.
.
· .
little girl, for we need prayer very much."
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St. Louis, Mo., October, 1906.
A Mission Prayer.

"O Lord, our God, arise,
T he cau se of t ruth mnintnin,
And wide o'er nil the peopled world
Ext end it s blessed reign.
"'l'hou Prince of Life, arise,
Nor let Thy glory cease;
Fa r s pread the conquests of Thy grace,
And bless the ea rth with pence .
."0 Holy Spirit, rise,
Dispel foul error's night,
And o'er a dark and ruined world
Let shine Thy Gospel light."

The Reformation.
There is but one true Reformation. It is the
reformation of the Church in the sixteenth ·century,
effected by God through His servant, Dr. Martin
Luther. This blessed work of God we commemorate
with joy and thanksgiving on Reformation Day.
And well may we thank God for the many blessings
of the Reformation, and especially for the precious
Gospel which it has secured to us.
It is true, the Bible, in which the Gospel is
found, was given long before Luther's time. But
that blessed Book was kept away from the people,
and the Gospel was hidden under the rubbish of
false, soul-destroying doctrines invented by men.
Very few even of the learned had any acquaintance
with the Bible. Those who were called to be the
teachers of the Church had mostly never seen it,
much less had they ever read it. The people genera:lly did not know that SllCh a book as the Bible
existed. Luther was already a young man of almost
twenty when he for th~ first time saw a complete
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Bible. The Book of God became dear to his heart,
for in it he found the pure Gospel. He brought the
Bible to the knowledge of the Church as the Qnly
rule and standard of faith and life. He made the
people acquainted with it by giving them a translation which all could understand. Thus the Gospel, which had so long been hidden, was drawn
forth again and brought among the people as it had
never been brought among them before.
Not only by giving back to the people an open
Bible did Luther secure to the Church the precious
Gospel, but also by bis writings and by his preaching. Before Luther's time gross errors and falsehoods were taught in the schools and preached in
the churches. Christ was dishonored, and the glory
,vhich belongs to Him alone was given to men. The
way of salvation was hidden, and those who should
have led the anxious souls into that way were leading them into ways in which they must be eternally
lost. Souls seeking salvation were directed, not to
the Savior and His work of redemption, but to
their own works and to the works and prayers of
saints, who coul~ not save themselves, m"uch less
-save others.
In this dreadful darkness which covered the
Church Luther held up the- bright, powerful light
of the Gospel of salvation by grace through faith
in Jesus. With word and pen he set forth the pure
Gospel truth and warned against all false teachers
by whom souls were led astray. He proclaimed
. aloud the Gospel which he had found in the Bible
and which had given peace and rest to his own soul.
He preached in his sermons and made known in his
Catechisms, and hymns, and in his many other
writings Christ as the only, Savior and the name of
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Jesus as the only name given among men whereby
we must be saved.•Thus he brought the Gospel to
the people and made plain the way of salvation.
The pure Gospel light was hailed with rejoicing by
thousands who had been groping in the darkness
of popery, seeking in vain peace ancl rest a.nd salvation. Their bea.r ts were gladdened and filled with
thanksgiving for God's great mercy.
We also have reason to rejoice and to be thankful for the work of the Reformation. It is owing
to that work that we lrnve an open Bible and the
pure · Gospel in our homes, in our churches and
schools. Let us praise God for His goodness and
for the blessings which are ours, not by om: merit,
but by His mercy. May we also show our thankfulness ·by the proper use of the Gospel for our own
salvation and for the salvation of others. The t rue
children of the Reformation, appreciating its gi-eat
blessings, will embrace these themselves and will
help to bring them to others that they also may find"
salvation and be blessed by the pure Gospel of
Jesus.

"I Believe In the Forgiveness of Sins."

m.
Can a beli~ver be sure of the forgiveness of l1is
sins and of bis salvation? Many people think he
cannot; they regard it as sinful security on the
part of a man to say: "I k-now that my sins are
forgiven; I know I am. an heir of heaven." Howc,•er, God in His Word ·speaks quite differently. If
there is one thing that the Bible tries to impress
upon our minds and hearts, it is the certainty of
forgiveness. Through the Psalmist the Lord -bas
given us the assurance: ''But there is forgiveness
,rith Thee, that Thou mayest be feared," Ps. 130, 4,
and the Bible fairly teems with such assurances and
promises. Yes, if we look closely, we shall find that
the whole purpose of the Bible in the end is this .
one thing: to make us sure .of forgiYeness alid salvation. Christ left His throne of glory and came
into this sinful world, Christ kept the Law and died
upon the cross, Christ rose on the third day and
ascended on high, - Christ did all this for this one
purpose: to make us certain of the forgiveness of
our sins an:d eternal salvation. Christ has instituted the office of the ministry to assure poor sinners
of · forgiveness, and the purpose of every Gospel
sermon is to ·bring this blessed certainty. The
Sacrament. of Baptiem bM also no other end in

view than to make tis sure of our forgiveness, and
the Lord's Supper likewise would do .no thing else
than briJ1g to our hearts this assurance. You see,
then, how God in every possible way would assure
us of the certainty o-f forgiveness and salvatipn.
Not only does H e promise forgiveness again and
again, but H e affirms His promise with an oath,
saying: "As I live, saith the Lorcl Goel, I have no
pleasure in the clenth of the wicked~ but that lie
turn from his way and live." Not only does God
promise His forgiveness, but to help our weak faith
He gives us pledges and tokens of H is grace in Baptism and the Holy Supper. What nn insult, therefo; e, we offer to Goel in the face of all H is assurances to say that we cam1ot be certain of forgiveness! Surely, Goel cannot lie and He cannot break
His promise. Yes, if the matter stood so that our
faith in forgi veness rested upon our doing and our
works, we should indeed lmve reason to be uncertain of forgiveness; for wl1at assm-nnce could we
then have that our w01·ks were sufficient? But our
faith rests upon God's Word, upon that immoYablc
Word of which we know tl_1at it encl meth fo1·ever.
Ancl trusting· in this certain promise of forgiveness,
the believer has also assurance of eternal salYation,
so that he ca.n say with Paul : "I know whom I
have believed, ancl a.m persuaded that He i's able to
keep that which I have committed unto Him against
that day. I am persuadecl that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, no1· principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the lo~e of God, which is in Christ
Jesus,.- our Lord," 2 'rim. 1, 12; Rom. 8, 38. 39.
This holy conviction of Paul, that his God would
keep hini steadfast in faith ·unto the. end, is a conviction that should live in the breast of every Christian; for to doubt my forgiveness and salvation is
doubting Goa's Word and promise. Blessed is he
who, trusting in God's assurance, saJS : .
"Just as I am.-Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Deen.use Thy 1>romisc I believe,
0 Lamb of God, I come! I come!"

Blessed is he who, tru~ting in God's sure promise,
says:
"Bold . she.11 I stand in Thy .great dn.y,
For who aught to my charge shall ln.y T
Fully 1zy Thee absolved I am
From sin and. fear, from guilt and slmme."

0 blessed the heart where this certainty dwells;
for there is peace, hope, and joy in the Holy
Ghost!-
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'rhis doctrine of forgiveness by grace, through
faith in the merit~ of Christ, is the miglity fortress,
the most precious jewel of om L11thcran Church.
Luther says : "From this doctrine we cannot recede
or clepart, though h eaven and earth fall ancl all else
perish. I am wholly wrappe(1 in this doctrine; by
day ancl night it is the subject of my thought, and
as long as I live I wi_ll ponder upon it and teach it."
'flus doctri1.1e of free forgiveness was the clement
in which Luther lived; he saw in it "the chief
·article of Christian doctrine, by wJlich the Christian
Church distinguishes itself from all false religions,
and which gives all tbc glory to God alone, and
affords endming comfort to poor sinners." Thjs
doctrine was the theme of Luther's preaching, the
keynote o.f his hymns, the s1mshine o.f his life. The
certainty of forgiveness gaNe him peace of conscience and fillccl his heart with the sure hope of
salvation ; this certainty made him the strong hero
and happy child of God, and enabled him to calmly
close his eyes, saying: "Into Thy hands I commend
my spirit ; Thou hast redeemed me, Thou faithful God."
F . J. L.

Luther at Home.
Luther married in 1525, ond his married life
was a very happy one. His home was a truly
Christian home, in which God's Word ruled, and
where the children were brought up in the nurture
and ·admonition of the Lord. His wife was a faithful helpmate to him, and he loved her dearly, often
thanking God for giving lum such a "treasure."
He cheerfully wrote to a friend: "Thank God,
e,,erytlling has p1·ospered with me, for I have a
pious, faithful wife, such a one as the heart of a
husband can safely trust in."
In hls six children Luther took great delight
as "precious gifts of God." "Children," he says,
"ar~ more learned in faith than we old fools are.
They do not trouble themselves. God gives them
grace, so that they would rather eat cherries than
count gold. They do not care for the price of corn,
for they feel perfectly sure that they will get
enough to eat. God, who has given them life, and
such graceful limbs, will care for and support them,
yea, eve.r ythlng is prepared for a little child, even
before it enters this world; and the old proverb
holds good : 'The more chlldren the more blessings.'"
.
When his cluldren stood around the table, looking at some peaches th~t were lying on it, they
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seemed to him a true picture of those who are "rejoicing in hope," Rom. 12, 12. "Ah," he said,
"that we could look forward with such joyous hope
to the last day!" He was much edified by the pure,
simple faith wit h which a child regards God, heaven,
and death, and took great pleasure in the childlike
conceptions which the little folks have of heaven.
So he once was great ly delighted when one of his
little boys spoke of the great pleasure one would
have in heaven, in eating, running, leaping, and in
rivers of n1ilk, and in trees full of rolls. He reminded those around him of the words of Jesus,
that we must be converted, and become like little
children, if we wish to enter the kingdom of heaven.
Well known is the charming letter he wrote to his
little boy John, describing heaven as a beautiful
garden in which happy children play and enjoy all
kinds of sweet fruit. The great historian Froude
calls it the prettiest letter ever addressed by a father
to a child. It rends thus :
GRACE AND PEACE IN CHRIST.

MY DEAR LITTLE

SoN:I am very glad to know that you learn your
lessons well, and love to say your prayers. Keep on
doing so, my little boy, and when I come home I
will bring you something pretty from the fair.
I know a beautiful garden, where there are a great
· many chlldren in fine little.coats, and they go under
the trees and gather beautiful apples and pears,
cherries and plums; they sing and run about, and
are as happy as they can be. Sometimes they ride
about on nice little ponies, with golden bridles and
silver saddles. I asked the man whose garden it is,
"What little children are these?" And he told me,
"They are little chlldren who love to pray and learn,
and are good." Then I said : ''My dear sir, I have
a little boy at home; his name is Johnny Luther;
would you let lum come. into the garden, too, to
eat some oj these nice apples and pears, and ride
on these fine little ponies, and play with these children ?" The man said, "If he loves to say his
prayers, and learn hls lesson, and is a good boy, he
may come. And Philip and Jocelin may come too;
and when they are all together, they can play upon
the fife and clrum and lute and all kinds of instruinents, and skip about nna shoot with little
cross-bows." He then showed me a beautiful mossy
place in the middle of the garden, for them to skip
about in, with a great many golden fifes, and drums,
and silver cross-bows. The children had not yet
hncl their dinner, and I could not wait to see them
play, but I said to the man, "My dear sir, I will go
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away and write all about it to my little son, J olm,
n.nd tell him to be fond of saying his prayers, and
learn well, and be good, so that he may come into
the garden; but he hns a cousin Lene, whom he
must bring along with hlm." The man said, "Very
well, go write to him." Now, my dear little son,
love your lessons, a.nd your prayers, and tell Philip
and Jocelin to do so too, that you may all come to
the garden. May God bless you. Give cousin Lene
my love, and ldss her for me.
·
Your dear father,
MARTIN LUTHER.

On one occasion, when his wife brought o_ne of
his children to him, Luther said, "I wish I had died
when I was as old as thls child. For that I would
give all th~ honor I have, and may yet receive, in
t his world."
Twice Luther had to mourn the death of one of
his children. His second child, Elizabeth, born
December 12, 1527, died August 3, 1528,. After
her death, he wrote: "She has left me with a wondedully sick, almost womanly heart. I neve! would
have thought that a father's heart could become so
• soft towards children." Again he wrote: ''Elizabeth has said farewell to us, in order to go to Christ,
to life through death." •
Her place was filled by Magdalena, Luther's
· "dearly beloved Lena," born May 4, 1529. She
grew up a very pious and gentle child. But she was
taken by death in the bloom of her youth, after a
long and severe sickness, September 20, 1542.
While she was lying sick, Luther said, "I love her
dearly; but, 0 God, if it is Thy will to take her
hence, I will be content to have her with Thee."
And to her he said, ''Lenchen, my dear daughter,
you would like to remain with your father here, an!l
still would like to depart to the Father beyond;"
and she answered, ''Yes, my dear father, as God
wills.'' And when she was in her last moments, he
kneeled before her bed, wept .bitterly, and prayed
for her salvation, upon which she departed in his
·arms. When she was lying in her coffin, he looked
at her and said, "0 dearest Lenclien, you will arise
again and shine like a star, yes, like the sun;" and
again: ''In my spirit I am indeed joyful, but according to the flesh I am full of grief; the flesh
will.not be content; the separation pains me ·exceedingly. It is a. strange thing that although she
certainly is at rest and it is well with her, we are
yet so sorrowful." To the many who were mourning, he said, ''I ha.ve sent a saint to heaven. 0 that

we would have such a denth ! Such a death I wouhl
welcome this very hour."
As in nil other houblcs, o also in the sorrows
that came to darken his home Luther found comfort nnd strength in God's Word.

- - -- •·--- - The Synodical Conference and Our Colored Missions.
The Evangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference, at its recent meeting in Chicago, I ll., devoted
much time to the cause of missions among the
colored people. 'l'hc Mission Board, tluough its
chairman, the Rev. C. F . Obermeyer of St. Louis,
presented an encouraging repor t on the work done
during the past two years. From this report it
was seen that God hns richly blessed the labors of
the missionaries in church and school, and that the
mission hns been specially strengthened and more
firmly established :for the future by t he opening o!
Luther College in New Orleans and o:f I mmanuel
College in Greensboro, N . C., for the training of
colored laborers for mission work among their own
people. The treasurer's report showed that during
the past two years the recei1Jts had been $ 62,522, of
which sum $3685.80 were contributed by our mission stations.
After hearing the written report, which was
supplemented by the oral 1·eport o:f the active chairman of the Mission Board, who had recently visit~d
the mission field, Conference resolved to continue
the blessed work with vigor, and the Board was
empowered to·erect chapels at Salisbury, The RQcks,
and Mount Pleasant, N. C., and at N apoleonville,
La., also to e~large the St. Paul's school building
in Ne,v Orleans, and to erect a president's residence
and later on professors' residences at Greensboro.
For colored students who wish to enter the ministry
a practical-theological course is to be opened in
Immanuel College, for which a theological professor is to be ·called. Two professors are also to
be called to Luther College. These additional professors are sorely needed, as the present teaching
force is already overbur dened and cannot undertake
any additional work.
As by the blessing of God the work in the mission field is increased and extended, larger contributions will be needed to carry on the work, and it
is to be hoped that in the future more money will
be placed at the disposal of the Mission Board. Ma.y
God continue to prosper ou,r missions among the
colored people and make the Christians of the Synodical Conference willing :to help in this important
and blessed work.
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The Sale of Indulgences.
· In our picture you sec a mnn crying out something for sale. The man's name is John Tetzel.
He lived at the time of Luther. The papers which
he is selling are ca1lcd letters of indulgence. "An
fodulgence is a written certificate which promises
to the holder, who has paid in money the price
asked for it, the forgiveness of sins and freedom
from punishment in this life nnd in purgatory."
Such indulgences are sold in the Romish
church, and the sale brings in much money.
Leo X, who became pope in 1513, needed
large sums of money, nnd in order to get the
money from the people, he ordered the sale
of indulgences. His most successful salesman in Germany wns John 'l'etzel, a bold,
reckless, nnd vicious fellow, who, for the
crime of adultery, had come near being put
to death by drowning. As a peddler of indulgences he could not find his match. He
passed through Germany from country to
country with the air of an ambassador from
lieaven. Whenever he drew near the town
the priests and the town cow1cil would go
forth to meet him ; bells were rung, the
organ was played, and Tetzcl was taken into
the church, in the middle of which a high
red cross was set up bearing the pope's coat
of arms. There 'l'etzel would stand day after
clay, praising and selling his wares like an
auctioneer. He told the people that repentance is not necessary if a letter of indulgence
is bought, and that the greatest favor they
could do their departed relatives and friends
in purgatory was to buy for them letters of
indulgence; "for," he said, "as soon as the
money falls in.to the box, so soon does the
soul leap out of the flames of purgatory into
heaven." People traveled many miles to
attend the sale, and poor widows often brought their
last piece of money for indulgences.
In the autumn of 1517, Tetzel came into the
neighborhood of Wittenberg, where Luther taught
and preached. People .from Wittenberg went out
to hear · Tetzel and to buy. indulgences.
Luther soon heard of what was going on. As a
faithful pastor he warnea bis people against the
false, soul-destroying doctrines of 'l'etzel and against
trusting in letters of indulgence. He told them that
he who repents receives forgiveness of sins, which
Christ procured for all sinners by His own suffer-
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ing:- and death, and which is offered in the Gospel
freely ~nd without money. But Luther with horror
found out the terrible consequencps of that indulgence business. Many of his people refused to repent nnd to forsake their sins. They showed him
theii· letters of indulgence, and running off to Tetzel
complained against Luther. Tetzel ra,•ed and
thr~ntened vengeance. But Luther feared nothing.
Seeing that the poor, ignorant people ,vere cheated,
not only out of their money, but also out of their

The Sale of Indulgences.

soul's salvation, he considered it his duty to raise
his voice against that soul-destroying business carried on by Tetzel. On the 31st of October, 1517, he
nailed 95 theses or propositions against the abuse of
indulgences· to the church-door of the Castle Church
at :Wittenberg. That was the beginning of the Reformation, and therefore the Lutheran church celebrates Reformation Day on the 31st of October.
Well may we on this day thank God for restoring
to His Church the pure Gospel through Dr. Luther;
for "the true treasure of the Church is the most holy.
Gospel of the glory and the grace of God.'~ (Thes. 62.)
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New Orleans Items.

Last year about this time we reported in these
pages on the presence of the yellow fever in our
city and its somewhat depressing influence on the
wo~k in our churches and schools. 'l'hc latter, as
the kind reader will remember, could not open until
the first week in October.
This year, thank God, we hnve so far had no
yello,,· fever. Church life has been running its
level course, and the school term began, as usual,
with the first week in September. But there have
been other unfortunate occurrences. The Rev. Kossmann, of Bethlehem Church, was quite ill during
the month of July and for some time was unable to
attend to his duties. Since his reco,•ery he has received a call to a congregation near Convoy, 0.,
which, after earnest reflection, he felt bound to
accept. We ore sorry to see him go, but we sincerely
hope that Goel will bless him in his new field of
labor as He has blessed bis work at Bethlehem during the past ten years.
The Rev. Lankenau, of St. Paul's, while on his
way to attend the meeting of the Synodical 9onference at Chicago during the month of August,
was taken ill and had to return before reaching his
destination. Fortunately, the attack did not last
long, and he is again able to attend to all of his
duties.
The Rev. K. Kretzschmar, of Mount Zion, who
spent his vocation in the North, has returned and
is again at his .work.
·
Though the public schools here do not open before October, our schools have been in running order
!or a month already. Of course, the attendance
in the beginning is not large, many children waiting
until the bot weather 1s over, or until the public
schools open, but there are always enough pupils at
the start to keep the teachers tolerably busy. In
th.is connection is to be reported the important and
joyous event of the installation of two new teachers
in the Mission. Jiir. Aaron Wiley jun., late of
;Bethlehem congregation and a graduate of Luther
College, was installed as teacher of St. Paul's
School. The ceremony took place on September 2d
at St. Paul's Church. The pastor preached on
Prov. 22, 7, and the choir rendered an appropriate
selection. This is the third graduate of Luther
College to enter the work, the other two also being
stationed at St. Paul's School.
On the following Sunday Mr. John G. Gehner,
of Mount Olive, Ill., a graduate of the Seminary at
Addison, Ill., was installed as teacher of Bethlehem

School. The event took place at Bethlehem Church,
where Mr. Gehncr, upon entering the church door,
was received by two members of the congregation,
the Messrs. Wiley sen. and Dixon, and escorted to
a seat before the altar. P astor Kossmann preached
nn appropriate sermon on Prov. lG, 3. On the following night Bethlehem congrcgaLion tend~rcd their
ne,v teacher a reception in the school-hall.
Mount Zion chmch and school present a beautiful appearance in their bright new coat of paint,
the whole cost oC which, amounting to about
$300.00, having been defrayed by the congregation.
The latter has raised its monthly contribution to
the general treasury from $25.00 to $35.00.
Luther College has opened its · fall tel'ln with
25 students. l\forc nre expected during the coming
month. Prof. R. A. Wilde, who last year assisted
the ReY. Lankenau in the work nt the institution,
has no~ yet returned from the North, his wife, who
had been ill with typhoid fever, still being too wenk
to travel. :Mr. \Vilder, another graduate of Addison
also called into the Mission, is temporarily filling
Mr. Wilde's position. The Synodical Conference
at its Inst session instructed the Mission Board to
call two new men for Luther College. One bas
already been called, and in place of the other
l\fr. John Mueller, n student at our St. Louis Seminary, is to be sent down to help out for a year.
The new field at Napoleonville, in charge of the
Rev. Lankennu, looks exceedingly promising. The
people out there nre anxiously awaiting the opening
of a school and a teacher to take charge of it. At
least 40 children are said to be ready to attend immediately. Pending deYelopments, a n~ber of
pupils arc expected to come to New Orleans to attend St. Paul's School. As this will be connected
with considerable expense, one may see how eager
the people out there are to give their · children _a n
education in our schools. May the Lord soon give
us the men we need in the work and the means to
support them.

A Praying Mother.
Samuel Budgett was about nine years of age,
when one day, passing his mother's door, he beard
her engaged in earnest prayer, for her family an_d ·
for himself by name. He thought, "My mother 1s
more earnest that I should be saved than I am for
my own . salvation." In that hour be became decided to serve God, and the impression thus made
was never effaced.
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The Sist er 's Farewell.
Come n. little closer, sister,
Lny my heacl upon your breast.
Let your loving n.rms ent wine me;
l'm grown weary, let me rest.
Ear thly scenes nrc swiftly pnssing,
I can sec I.he other shore:
'£here's nn nugel b:r the rh ·er,
\'Vaiting there to bear me o'er.
istcr, hea r l·hc wn.tcrs r ushing,
Rushing onwnrd to t he sen.
Sec, the wnvcs nre gently fnlling,
'Tis like music sweet t o me.
Soon I'll cross t he river, sister,
I will soon be free from pnin ;
J nm going home to heaven,
Do not weep for me ngnin.
H ark! I hear t he angels playing,
Now t hey're floating round me here.
Lis t.en, oh, what lovely music,
Sec their bright forms hO\·cring ncnr.
Sister, you mus t ccnsc your weeping,
I sha ll only pass nwa.y
'l'o the home of my dcnr Savior,
You must come there, too, some day.
Now t he pearly gates nr.11 opc;1cd,
J can sec t he heavenly pince.
Oh, how fnir it is and lovely,
Oh, how sweet the Savior's face.
Now I hcnr Him gently cn11ing,
And t his_.Jifc will' soon be o'er.
l<'nrcwell, sister, I nm going,
Going l1omc t o die no more.
ESTHER PETERSO~ .

Harvest and Mission Festival at Concord.
'rite second Sundo.y in August was a day of
great rejoicing among the members of Grace
Ev. Luth. congregation in Concord, N. C. The
occasion was the celebra#on of their annual Harvest and Mission Festival, which, by the way, is
gaining great popularity among our people in the
old North State.
'J'he church was tastefully and profusely decorated with various fruits and flowers common to our
Southland, and the arrangement of them in many
places about the altar was so unique that it seemed
as if Mother Nature had with her kind• hand and
artistic fingers placed them there herself. And as
we gazed upon these rich, fresh, and copious manifestations of ·Divine love and faithfulness, we could
not refrain from thanking and praising God as the
Lord of the harvest, ,vho promised more than four
thousand years ago : "While the earth· remaineth,
seedtime a.nd harvest shall not cease."
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People came in large numbers iTom all the
nearby congregations, and by 11 o'clock, the time
appointed !or the service, the church was well filled.
'l'he morning service was conducted by the undersigned, who preached the Harvest sermon, basing
it upon the i\Iaster's word found in Matt. 6, 11:
"Give us this day our daily bread." Rev. John
i\IcDnvid, of Charlotte, N. C. occupied the pulpit
in the afternoon, preaching the Mission sermon,
taldng for his text Matt. 20, 1-16. His sermon
was an eloquent appeal for consecrntecl ser vice in
the Lord's vineyard. The night service was conducted by Rev. J. H. Doswell, of Gold H ill, N. C.,
who preached from John 3, 3: " Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, E xcept a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God."
Each service was well attended and the collection was· good. "!'were doing the good people of
Concord no injustice if, in connection with these
services, mention would not be made of Rev. Schmidt
and his choir, which contributed largely to the
beauty and the success of the day by rendering so
excellently many beautiful and appropriate anthems.
Especially that familiar hymn of J. N eander - so
dear to every Lutheran hen.rt - "Praise to the Lord,
the Almighty, the King of creation," sung conjointly by choir and congregation, was, indeed, soulstirring.
On that day, as well as on all other occasions,
the sermons were not delivered to entertain, to
please and to tickle the fancy of the multitudes, but
God's Worcl, according to the teaching of our
church, was preached plainly, purely, and earnestly
for the salvation of immortal souls. We pray that
God may bless these sermons; and while we celebrate the harvest mo.y He, through faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ, prepare us for the Great Harvest
at the end of the world.
S. DOSWELL.

Harvest Home and Mission Festival at
Charlotte, N. c.
.On the 10th Sunday after Trinity, the S~. Paul's
Ev. Luth. congregation at Charlotte, N. _C., celebrated its annual Harve~t Home .and Mission Festival.
· At 11 A. 1c. the pastor loci, Rev. John McDavid,
preached from , John 6, 1-15 on: "Jesus Christ
our Helper in every need." . The Lord's Supper was
then celebrated. After this service meals for the
visitors were served by the Ladies' Aid Society in
the school-room.
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In the afternoon a mission sermon was delivered
by the Rev. J. Ph. Schmidt, of Concord, N. C.,
from- the Gospel lesson for the day, Luke 19, 41-48.
This service was attended by a large and appreciative audience. The chapel was filled with hearers.
At night, the undersigned also preached to a
very large audience from John 3, 3, the subject
being: The New Birth.
The collection for the day was $28.00. The
church in Charlotte, from all appearances, is in a
prosperous condition. It must be remembered that
this church had quite a setback a few years ago
when part of the members followed Rev. Pfifer, who
organized a congregation in opposition to the mother
church. But by God's help, the present pastor has
succeeded in bringing back many of the_stray sheep
to the fold. The membership of the church has increased considerably since Rev. McDa,•id took charge
of the field.
Tbe schoolhouse has been remodeled, and a coat
of paint applied, which added greatly to the preserving of the building and towards the improving
of the looks of the property.
May the Lord continue to shower His blessing
upon the mission field in Charlotte, N. C.
JAB. H. D.

Right Riches.
It is not a sin to possess property and a family;
but thou art forbidden to convert thy possessions
into thy masters; thou must remain their master
and cause them to serv.e thee. - Luther.

it is to prepare prenchers nnd teachers for the Lord's
work in church and school. It was t herefore a happy
idea to present at the recent meeting or the large Illinois
District of the Missouri Synocl n. paper on "Our Schools ·
of the Prophets," establishecl ancl fostered by the Church
in obeclienco to the Lord's command : "Preach t he Gospel
to e,•ery creature." Tho instructive a ncl inspiring po.per,
presented in full in t he Synodical Report, gfres to this
Report n. special value and makes it worthy of a ,vido
circulation.
DER DEUTSCIIEN NATI0NALtlTERATUR.
Von
0. Hatestaec1.t, Professor am Concordio.-Gymnasium
zu Mihvaukee, Wis. Concordin. Publisl1ing House,
St. Louis, Mo. Price, $1.75.
This is an excellent manual of German literature, well
ndanted for the class-room and for private study. T110
introductory chn,pters to each of the seven periods o.nd
the biographical nnd critical notices a rc writt en, and the
selections from the lending authors arc mn.de from a
Christian standpoint. This gives to t he book a peculiar
worth and mnkes it all t he more welcome for use in our
higher church schools and for private r ending in our
Christian homes. The beautiful ,,olumc, clen.rly printed,
handsomely bound, nnd adorned wit h n. number of portraits of artistic merit, will nJso prove a suitable and
welcome present in the coming Christmn.s season.
HANDUUCH
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This well-printed, substantially bound, and finely
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fident that the hope of the Committee which prepared
the book wiJl be fulfilled and that the Reader wiJl ''lighten
the burden of the teacher and interest and please his
pupils.''
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"Blessed Are Those Servants."

Be Ye Ready!

Dlcssccl arc t he fai thful scrmnts'
Who nrc wnlching for the Lorcl:
T hey shnll meet His hill nppro,•nl,
They receive His great rcwnrd ;
Wit h t heir Lorcl shnll enter in,
Dwell forever wit h their King.

With the close of the church year another year
of grac~ will end, in which Jesus came to us in the
-Gospel for our salvation. Have you accepted Him,
and are you ready and prepared to meet Him when
He comes to judge the quick and the dead? The
same Jesus that during the time of grace comes in
His Word and Sacraments as the Savior with forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation will at
the end of time come in His glory as the mighty_
Judge of the world. The end of the church year
reminds us of the end of all things and brings to
us with especial force the warning: "Be ye ready;
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man
cometh." We know neither the day nor the hour
of His coming. But we know that "it is ·the last
time," and that "the end of all things is at hand."
The violent disturbances in nature which occurred
during the past months, and which caused such
great loss ,of property and life, belong to the signs
of the final destruction of the• world and should
remind us of the time of Christ's coming when this
earth shall pass away. As every sickness is a sign
that man is mortal and that his dying hour will
come, so the hurricanes, and the earthquakes, and
the volcanoes are but signs that this earth will come
to an end. The violent storms are the mutterings
of far more dreadful tempests, the earthquakes are
the rumblings of far more terrible convulsions, and
the eruptions of volcanoes are but the faint glow
of far fiercer fires that shaU come upon the earth
on the day of the Lord's coming, "in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the
elements shall melt with fervent heat; the earth
also, and the works that are therein, shall be burnt

Blessed nrc the fnit hfnl S<'n •nnts
Who arc toiling nil the d1tr,
Dca l"ing nil the hcnt nnd burden
Of t he earthly pilgrim wny;
They s hall enter into rest With t he Lorcl •be ever blest.
lllcsscd are the faithful sen•nnts
" ' ho are watching unto prnyer.
O,·crcoming fierce temptation,
Cnsting on the Lord their cnrc ;
They shall rench the blessed shore,
Where the tempter tempts no more.
Blessed n.re the fnithful sen•nnts
~•ho with meekness bear the. cross,
For the love thn.t Jesus bcnrs them
Counting n.Jl things else but loss;
Soon their sufferings shall be o'er,
And the cross be felt no more.

Blessed are the faithful servants
· Who the Master's battles fight;
Causing right o'er wrong to triumph,
Chnsing darkness with the liglit;
More than victors they shall be,
Crowned ,vith joy eternn.Jly.
BI/JSScd n.re the faithful servants
\.Vho the Savior's impress wear;
Soon they shall be wholly like Him,
.And Hie perfect imnge bear:
They will see Him ne He is,
In the ln.nd of light and bliss.
Seleolecl.

82

The Lutheran Pioneer.

up." "The great day of the Lord is at hand." Are
you prepared for that dn.y? "The Judge standeth
before the door." Are you ready to meet Him?
By nature no man is prepared for the day of
judgment, no man is ready for the Lord's coming;
for "all have sim1ed and come short of the glory
of God;" and as all have sinned, all are "children
of wrath." Our sins provoke God's wrath, and as
we are in ourselves we have nothing but condemnation to expect when the Lord comes to judge the
world.
But an atonement for sin has been made by
God's own Son, who ''bore our sins in His own
body on "the tree" and procured for all men forgiveness of sin and life everlasting. This glorious
· fact is made :known and the forgiveness of sins is
offered to every sinner in the Gospel that it might
be taken by faith for salvation. "For God so loved
the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth -in Him should not .perish, but
Im.,·e everlasting life." Those who believe in Him,
the Savior of sinners, have nothing to fear. By
faith they h~ve redemption through His blood,
namely, the forgiveness of sins, and shall not come
into condemnation. "There is now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus," says the
apostle. As there is nothing but condemnation to
the unbelievers, to them that are not in Christ
Jesus, so there is no condemnation to the believersJ
who by faith are in Christ Jesus. They alone are
prepared for the last day, they alone are ready for
the Iprd's coming. Yea, they are longingly ''looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, and our Savior Jesus Christ."
They know that His coming will be the end of the
sins and sorrows and heartaches of this time and
the beginning of those everlasting joys and glories
which eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard, and
which have not entered into the heart of man.
llay we by faith in Jesus at every hour be ready
for His coming and be :Cound among those blessed
servants who, watching and praying, cry out in
joyful welcome:
''\Ve wait for Thee! With certain l1opcThe time will soon be O\!er;
Wit.la el_1ildlike longings we look up,
Thy glory to disco,·er I
0 bliss I '.ro share
Thy triumph there,
WJ1en l1omc. wjth joy and singing,
The Lord His saints is bringing."

· "IT matters not how they may look to us all
the trials which God sends are blessings.''
'

"I Believe In the Resurrection of the Body."
This is our firm belief, that our bodies, the
same . boclies we had here, in all their parts, will
be rmsed on the last day. S till, it has been considered by many people at all times "a thing incredible that God should raise the dead," Acts
26, 8; and it is only in the Scriptures and in writings founded upon them that this doctrine is positively asserted. The Sadducees, for instance, "say
that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor
spirit," Matt. 22, 23; Acts 23,. 8. And even among
our Lord's disciples there were some who, when
Jesus spoke of His rising from the dead, "wondered
what rising from the dead could mean." When
Paul preached at Athens and declared to them the
resurrection of Jesus, this doctrine was so. new to
them that they said : ''He seemeth to be a setter
forth of strange gods," "because he preached to
them of Jesus and the Resurrection." 'l'hese wise
men were so ignorant th~t they seem to have
thought, when the apostle used the words Jesus and
Resurrection, that He was trying to introduce a
new god and goddess among them. When, however, he urged the matter still :further and explained
his meaning, "they mocked," Acts 17, 18-32. On
another occasion, when preaching before Festus and
Agrippa, the former interrupted him as soon as he
referred to the resurrection of Jesus, saying, "Paul,
thou art beside thyself, much learning doth make
thee mad," Acts 26, 24. A learned Roman of those
days classes the resurrection of the body among the
things Goel cannot do, and Celsus, a Roman philosopher of the second century, who wrote a b"ook against
Christianity, calls the Christian hope of the resurrection "the hope of worms, a very filthy and abominable as well lls impossible thing: it is that which
Goel neither can nor will do, being base and contrary to nature.''
This doctrine of the resurrection of the body is,
however, one of the great articles of the Christian
faith. We believe that "the hour is coming in
which all that are in the graves shall hear His
voice, and sha.11 come forth : they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation," John 5, 28. 29. We are certain that "them
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him,"
1 Thess. 4, 14. 16; that Christ by His- rising became "the first-fruits of them that slept," that "the
dead shall be raised incorruptible," 1 Cor. 15, 20.
52; that the sea, and the grave shall give up their
dead, Rev. 20, 13; that in this resurrection Christ
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will "change our vile body, that it may be fashioned here upon earth in the so-called millennium. On
like unto His glorious body " Phil. 3, 21.
t he last day, then, the graves will open, and all the
In view of these clear statements of Scripture, dead will come forth; some to everlasting life, and
how can we doubt the resmrection of the body? some to shame and everlasting contempt. Of those
Though our reason bring up objection after objec- that will rise on thnt day there will be two divisions:
tion, we cannot otherwise thnn accept God's Word they that have done good, that is, the believers, who
ever proved their ia.ith by their works, will come
ns finnl in this ns in n.11 other mn.tters of faith.
forth
unto the 1·esurrection of life, but the unbeMany are the objectious our renson advances
lievers,
who ever proved their unbelief by doing
against this doctrine of Holy Scripture. It tells
us that it is utterly impossible for the corrupt body evil before God, will rise unto damnation, Dau.
to be delivered from the silence and inactivity of 12, 2; John 5, 28. 29.
Respecting the believers, it is said : "Christ shall
the grave, and urges us t.o consider the absolute
impossibility of bringing back to life the bodies change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like
whose particles have been scattered to the winds unto His glorious body," Phil. 3, 21. Our bodies
and hn.vc become united with other bodies. Thus will then be free from all sin, weakness, and corthe body of a dead man may be burned (as were ruption, free from the limitations of space and
those of some martyrs by their enemies, in de- time. The body sown in dishonor will be raised in
rision of the resurrection), its ashes be scattered glory; the natural, physical body will ·be raised a.
to the winds; or, after it turned to earth, it may spiritual body. Also the bodies of those believers
be taken up by the vessels which supply the plants who will be among the living on the great day will
with nourishment, and become a part of those undergo this wonderful change and in a. moment,
plants. "How," says our reason, "can pl,l,rticles thus in the twinkling of an eye, at the sound of the last
scattered, or thus closely combined with.oth~r bodies;·:. trumpet, will cast off everything connected ,vith sin.
F. J. L.
be brought together again and reuni~ so as to form
one body? Think of the men .drowned in the sen,
God's Blessing.
whose bodies may be ea.ten by fishes, and these
again by other men; or, among cannibals, men feast
Speaking of the reasons we have for thanksupon the flesh of men: in such cases, where one giving since we owe everything to God's blessing,
man's body may be converted into part of the sub- . Dr. Luther says : "The animals do not work in
stance of another man's body, and so on, how shall order to earn their food; yet each bas its work.
each at the 1·esurrection recover- his own peculiar The bird flies and sings and hatches its eggs; ihat
body?"
·. ...
is its work. Horses carry men on the road and to
In a.nswer to all these objections we reply: the battle; sheep give us wool, milk, and cheese;
· "Why should it be thought a. thing incredible with that is their work; yet that feeds them not. The
you, that God, with whom nothing is impossible; earth freely brings forth grass and feeds them,
should raise the dead? He that made all things through God's blessing. · Thus Christ tells us to
out of nothing, should He not be able to bring back behold the fowls of the air; they sow not, neither
our bodies to life, though their particles be scattered do they reap, nor gather into barns, and· yet God
over the whole earth? Is not the creation of the feeds them. That is, they do their appointed work,
body a greater work than its resurrection? Hush, but not thereby are they fed. So also must man
therefore, 0 reason, with all your objections I God work. But let him know, it is another that -feeds
has said that "all that are in the graves shall hear him; namely, God's blessing. upon his work.''
His voice, and shall come forth;" therefore I know
that "though after my skin worms destroy this
Every Day a Thanksgiving Day.
body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: whom I shall
Every day should be a thanksgiving day. Every
see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not
another.''
morning brings its own blessing, and every, hour
. This . resurrection of the body shall take place proclaims some fresh mercy. ~'In everything ·gi-ye
on the last day, John G, 40, on the day of Christ's thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus·.
return to judge the earth. There is in Scripture no concerning you.'' This is the proclamation ~f .our
foundation for the belief that. a large number of King.. "Offer unto God ·thanksgiving, and· paj':thy:
.. .
·, · ·
dead will rise b~fore the last day to rule with Christ vows unto the Most High.''
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Jerusalem Church In Tranquebar,·

The church which our picture represents is an
old historic Lutheran church in faraway India. It
was built about two hundred years ago by the
Lutheran missionary, the Rev. Ziegenbalg, who,
with his friend Pluetschau, arrived in India July 9,
1706, to do mission work among the natives of that
heathen land. They were the first Protestant missionaries in India, laboring faithfully under many
difficulties and hardships. Ziegenbalg himself wrote
soon after the work was begun : "I must confess

little congregation grew, we thought that we might
build a little church. When the devil found this
out, he strove against this purpose with all his
might, and sought in every way to hinder it. But
we could not be turned from it, and we built a
small church, which, August 14, 1707, was consecrated with great solemnity and called New Jerusalem Church. This church God has so blessed and
filled with Christians from among the heathen, that
we now can scarcely find room in it. This is an
indication that God will soon bring help for enlarging it."

r

J'eru~alem Church in Tranquebar, India.

that, as this holy work was begun against great
opposition, and with great afflictions and temptations, it also has progressed amidst most serious
hostility and various trials. Instead of being disheartened thereby, we have been only encouraged,
as we are assured from God's Word and our OWi\
experience that it is under the cross that the Gospel
always makes the greatest progress. The love which
led us to renounce our fatherland and all our
friends, and brought us through so long and dangerous a way, has rendered everything easy to us,
which otherwise would have seemed almost impossible.''

The Lord abundantly blessed the labors of His
· faithful servants, and Ziegenbalg soon saw the need
of a church building. He himself writes: "As our

That first church built by Ziegenbalg does no
longer exist. It was soon replaced by the larger
and finer church which you see in our picture. It
is in the form of n Greek ·cross, is in a good state
of preservation, and is still the mission church of
Tranquebar. It will hold about 1000 people. The
church was crowded when in July of this year, on
the two hundredth anniversary of the landing of
the pioneer Protestant missionaries in India, festival services were held in memory of Ziegenbalg, the
faithful missionary, whose body rests in its grave
before the altar of the church, awaiting the blessed
morning of a glorious resurrection.
"ALL sins arc big, no matter how small they
look.''
'
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A Blind Man who Could See.
It was the evening of 'l 'hanksgiving Day. 'rhe
congregation was assembled for thanksgiving services. A dear old Christian, who had not seen the
face of man or woman for fifty years, sat at his
usual place in the front row. The pastor gave out
the hymn to sing : "Count your blessings one by
one."
Now, they all knew the dear old blind Christian
had blessings; they had heard him say so. But
none thought he had so very many. It was just
after he was married that through an accident he
lost his sight. H e had earned a living for his wife
and himself for almost fifty years by scrubbing
other people's clothes at the washtub in their little
kitchen, his wife standing by to tell him when they
were made spotless. He had no children of his own
to provide for, but he adopted and reared a poor
orphan niece. Now in his old age he had lost his
wife, his dear life companion and helper, and it
seemed the only earthly satisfaction that remained
to him was the faithful care of his foster child and
her husband. But they were not rich, and what
they so gladly shared with him could not be much.
But the pastor had given out: "Count your
blessings one by one.'' The members near the front
scats heard the blind man sigh: "I can't do that."
What had happened? Had the blind man lost
his faith ? No - wait - he is finishing his sentence: "I can't count them that way; I'd never get
through if I did.'' To the dear old blind Christiaµ
God's blessings bestowed upon him were so many
that he could not count them one by one.
As the congregation sang the hymn, many, no
doubt, had reason to be ashamed in their hearts,
knowing that they had never been faced with that
difficulty when they counted their blessings. We all
may well pray that God would open our eyes to see
as well as the blind man.
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''Yes," replied the father, with moist eyes but
with a joyful iace, "for I know that my son died
a blessed death."
''How do you know that ?"
" In his last letter, written on the evening before
the battle, he once more firmly confessed his faith
in J esus, his Savior, and in the forgiveness of sins
through His blood, and believing in this Savior be
died. Therefore I know that this my son is not
lost and that I shall see him again. Should I not
be thankful for this ?"
Surely, the conviction that one whom we dearly
loved died a blessed death and is safe for all eternity,
should make us thankful.

Colored Lutheran Mission In New Orleans.

The regular correspondent of a Northern paper,
published in the interest of the colored people,
writes as follows in the issue of October 13 :
"Prof. F. Wenger and Prof. R. A. Wilde were
installed as teachers in Luther College last Sunday
nfternoon, and the ceremony of installatio~ proved
to be very interesting. There were joyful singing
of appropriate hymns and interesting remarks on
the duty of the Christian church and school by the
congregation, choirs, and ministers present. Prof.
Lankenau, pastor of St. Paul's Church, and head
of Luther College, presided. Rev. Lankenau is
highly esteemed here as a Christian gentleman, and
the. good work he has already done as pastor and
teacher for the Lutheran Church is in grand evidence around St. Paul's Lutheran Church on Annette und Derbigny streets, where Luther College
stands. Rev. Kretzschmar, pastor of Yount Zion
Lutheran Church, another of that band of broadminded Christian white men from the North doing
mission work among the negro people in this .city,
addressed the audience and the new professors of
the college on the duty of teachers and preachers of
Christian churches going out to teach and preach,
knowing what the work required of them and being
A Thankofferlng In Days of Sorrow.
prepared to do it properly. Rev. Kretzschmar is a
good
reasoner and an engaging speaker, and his
That a thankoffering may be given to the Lord,
address,
though brief, was strikingly impressive and
not only in days of joy, but also in days of sorrow,
to
the
point
throughout. After the address of Rev.
may be seen from the following story related by
Kretzschmar,
St. Paul's Lutheran Church choir
an aged pastor.
sang,
and
was
followed by the introcluction and inNot long after the war an old farmer came to
the pastor, and handing him a gold coin, said, "I stallation of the two new professors by Rev. Lanshould like to bring a thankoffering for the Lord. kenau. The Yount Zion Church choir then sang
'Praise Ye the Lord' in a beautiful manner, and
Two years ago to-day my son fell in battle.''
was followed by Prof. Wenger, the new teacher
"And for that you bring a thankoffering ?"
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irom Minnesota, wbo made a most fn.vornblc impression on all who heard Jilin by his c,•ident earnestness and Iris de,·otion to Lile cause of Christianity.
He spoke most feelingly of his aim and of his hopes
in coming from his far N ortbern home among relntives and friends to a. strange place, where he was
unknown, in answer to a call and the dictates of
Christian duty. H e said he fe lt sure that those
among whom he had come were asking themselves
a number of questions about him, just as he himsell
was asking himself questions a.bout them. Both,
he said, were right to be wondering over the matter.
For Iris part, he hpped to be of service to the cause
o{ Christian education wlrich he had left home and
friends to serve, and added that if, after he had
done 1¥s . best, only one so'!l had ~een saved, he
woulo· feel that he hai:1: not foft lioine
vain.
"The Lutherans are steadily gro,ving here and
~aking converts among our people in a very remarkable manner. A few years ago the Lutheran
Church was almost unknown among us, but the
progress it has made witlrin a short time is wonderful. Four congregations - and large ones at
that- among our people, with churches, schools,
and now a. college which is preparing our young
people for a life of usci,tlncss, having already graduated several young men as teachers and made
places for them to fill, speak eloquently of what
their whole-souled missionaries are doing. They
have Guilds, Willing Workers, and other societies,
doing telling work for the cause. Prominent among
these are Napoleon Seaberry, Aaron Wiley, Miss
Edna Walters, teachers; Messrs. Chas. Baker, president of the Willing Workers; A. R. Hart, Peter
Robinson, of the Guild, and :Mr. Joseph Nelson,
who is · ever doing the best he can to help on the
good work. One would have to see the progress
made to believe what these devout people are doing.
In another letter, at some future day, will appear
a more extended account of the Lutherans and their
work in this city."

m

A Cheering Letter.
The treasurer of our Mission Board recently
received from a blind girl a type-written letter expressing her interest in our mission. "The.--dear

'J.'hc letter was especially at this t ime cheering
to U1e i\Iission Board, ns the treasury is empty and

is in soi:e need of helping friends. Immanuel College is to be completed, chapels must be built, new
laborers have entered the field and must be supported. As by the blessing of Goel our mission
work expands, it calls for the earnest prayer and
increased support of our churches.
l\Iay the dear Lord i-aise up many friends that
will come to our relief in this time of need in our
mision work among the colored people.

Harvest Home at Conover, N. C.
On the 21st of October the members of our mission station at Conover and their friends celebrated
their annual Harvest Home and Mission Festival.
This is always an occasion of rejoicing, because a
number of our ministers are with us, and a large
number of strangers. Many who would never come
under the influence of the Gospel are then feasted
on the pure, unadulterated Word of God. The
members and their friends " 'ere blessed in having
some of our ablest ministers present at their
services. At the morning service, Prof. Koiner
preached a very instructi vc sermon from J olm .
4, 3-10. After a recess, in which dinner was
served to the visitors, the congregation listened to
Prince Yucu Mohammed, an African, who is working in our school in Charlotte. He preached from
John 1, 29. After this service, there was another
recess, and then Prof. Romoser preached an able
sermon from Luke 12, 16-20. The night service
was well attended, and the people gave the strictest
attention wlrile }Ir. Mohammed preached his second
sermon. The people were very liberal ; . the collections amounted to $18.35.
Our station at Conover has a bright future.
There are many who are favorably inclined to our
church, and may connect themselves as soon· as they
learn more of our doctrine. At present, all services are held in an old school-room, but the members hope to have a chapel in the near future.
May the blessed Word sown on tlris occasion
fall into "good and honest hearts," and bring forth
fruit a hundredfold, so that when Christ comes to
gather His harvest, He may gather them into _the
eternal storehouse of heaven.
Y. :M.

Savior bless the work of missions," she writes-at.the
close of her letter, which also contained $10.00· ~
her gift toward the cause of Colored Missions. Th~s
TIUT there is a God, all must ackn~wledge.
money she earned this summer by playing the organ I see Him in all these wondrous works, Hims~f
in the absence of the regular orga¢st of the church. how wondrousl-Danw~ Webster.
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The b\~O are actually doing four· men's -work. =The
present welfare and the future prosperity' of -this
popular school deniand the employm·erit of third
man. Even in the face of an empty treasury we
cannot and must not retrench.
·

a

THE GENERAL TREASURY OF TilE COLORED MISSION, we learn, is short of funds. In a way, this
is 11ot to be wondered at. The expenses during the
past two or three years have been enormous. In
add ition to the usual growth of the old fields and
· TuE REV. LANKENAU, of St. Paiil's, reports the
the opening up of new ones, accompanied by the announcement of 20 catechumcns for confirmation
increased cost of maintenance, the t\vo colleges of next spring, arid" more ill'c expected. · The congrethe l\:Cission have been equipped with the men and gation during the past month h as expended about
means necessary to carry on their ·work, all of which $90.00 for various improvements, among them
is responsible for the· ·burden that bas produced being also a much-needed new iron fence in front
the present shortage. We are not alarmed. The of t he church .
empty treasury is but an additional indication that
ST. PAtiL's SCHOOL .at present has an enrollthe work is prospering. And we lmow that the
ment
of 230 children in charge of four teachers,
Lord who heretofore has blessed · the Mission will
three
o-f
whom, bvo male nncl one female, are grad-.
not let it suffer want in t he future. The, love of
uatcs
of
Luther College. During the month of
God has in the p~s-t made many hearts willing to
September
the school turned in tuition fees amo~m~
support the extension of the Kingdom among the
.
ing
to
$46.00.
___
·
colo1·ed people of the South, and that love has the
power to do the same thing to-day. Therefore we
THINGS ·1N· .AND ADOOT LOTHER COLLEGE are
arc laboring on, cheerful a!1Cl undaunted.
looking very bright just now. On October · 7th
Profs. Wenger and 'Wilde were formally iristallea
BETHLEHEM STATION i s temporarily in charge into their office as instructors at the institution.
o.f the Rev. K. K retzschmar of Mount Zion Church. A ·special service was held in the spacious· college
All services are being held as usual. Profs. Wenger hall, addresses were tlelh,crcd by t1ie Rev. K. Kretzand Mueller, of Luther College, hnve signified their schmar and Prof. F. Wenger, the installation proper
willingness to preach whenever it is necessary. was conducted by the Rc'I". F. Lankenau, and the
H owever, the congregation would like very much choirs of St. Paul's and Molmt Zion churches rento have its own pastor again. We were prepared dered appropriate anthems. Prof: Wenger is a
for a setback in the school. Pastor Kossmann who graduate ·of ol1r ·Seminary at St. ·Louis and until
had conducted the first department left us, as did lately was pastor· of a congregation in the State of
also Mr. Wolf who had charge of. the middle class. ~iinnesotn. Prof . Wilde, a ·grncluate of the Semi-·
The work of these t\vo, with t~e new term, had to nary at Addison, ··Ill., was ·-formerly a teacher iii·
be taken up by one man, Prof. Gehner, only recently St. Paul's School and has · now been advanced to
graduated. Besides, a large new public school was llis present . position at= the- college. Thirty-eight
op·e ned up this fall at no great distance from Beth:. students ·have· entered tli'e institution. · Two of these
lehem School, and we had anticipated a -loss in this are in the theological depar~ent, while two male
direction, too. But it seems as though we shall not and the same number of femal~ _students are in the
suffer as much as we had feared. Prof. Wilder has normal classes.
now taken charge of the :first department, and at the
The.outlook in· all directions is very. promising.
rate· of the present increase the school ought soon May God continue to b~ess us I _
.
to reach its last year's enrollment of 154 pupils.

.

.. .

..

---

~

..

THREE ADULTS are being prep~~d for admi~ion
into Mount Zion Church, and more are expected
before long.
. , .•. '
MOUNT ZION SoHOOL needs a ~!!t;l." teacher.
Prof. Vix, in the :first department, is.. ~structing
90 p~pils ip. four grad~, w~ile Prof. Me~_bohm, in
the- second class has charge of over one hundred

of those restless iittle bundles of budding humanity.

~

Immanuel Lutheran College.
Our institution entered upon its fourth year
on the 12th of..September. under very favora'ble circumstances. The opening address· to the students
was ba~ed on Gen. 16, 13·: ~'Thou, God, s~t me."
This word · they were asked to take with them as a
daily motto into the life of· the new ecboolyear.
As the new building is not completed, we have,
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much against· our inclinations, pitched our tents in
"Holley's House," where we are learning lessons in
mastering difficulties and in being "patient under
tribulations."
About 30 new students have been enrolled, and
more are expected. The old ones are gradually returning, and if all the applicants come we shall
have an enrollment of 60.
On the 14th Sunday after Trinity Rev. Henry
Gross, a graduate of the St. Louis Seminary, was
installed in his office as professor at our college.
The services were held in the Lutheran Grace
Church, Rev. J. C. Schmidt, pastor, and were attended by a large and appreciative audience.
A parochial school, which also serves as a practice school for the N ormn.1 class, bas been established under the auspices of the college. It is
temporarily located in the public school house and
in charge of :Miss Eliza Johnston, of the class
of 1907. .
Four young men have entered upon the study
of theology. Dr. Fr. Patterson, who was to enter
that class and also to superintend the parochial
school, took suddenly sick as he wils about to enter
upon his journey to Greensboro, and died in a few
days. During his sickness he wrote, among other
things, the following to the undersigned: ''By the
grace of God I became a Lutheran, and by His
grace I will remain a Lutheran unto my end."
A new feature has been added ·to our school.
The girls are b·eing taught plain sewing and dressmaking by a competent lady teacher. The girls
are encouraged to learn sewing rather than music,
provided they cannot afford to learn both.
We commend ourselves and all that are entrusted to us to God's merciful, protecting care and
to the intercession of our fellow Christians.
N. J. B.

Obituary.
Mr. Luther Brooks of Gold Hill, N. 0., a student of Immanuel College, who had been sick for
some time, died in the faith of the Lord Jesus
Christ on the 9th of October, aged 23 years. May
the Lord comfort the bereaved I s. DOSWELL.
J.cbowleclsments.
Received for Coloretl Miariona from Mount Zion Church,
New Orleans, La., $35.00; Bethlehem Church, New Orleans,
La., 215.00; St. Paul's Church, New OrJeana, La., 35.00;
St. PauJ'a Church, Mansura, La., 10.00; Grace Church,
Concord, N. C., 10.00; St. Paul'a Church, Charlotte, N. C.,
5.00; Mount Zion Church, Meycnville, N. C., 3.00.
St. Louie, Mo., October 16, 1906.
A. 0. BUKODOU', 2'naa.

Received 'l\•ith thanks for the indigent students of Im•
nmnuel College from Luthernn Grncc Church, Greensboro,
N. c., $3.70.
N. J. BAKKE.

NOTICE.
Those of our subscribers receiving their paper by mail
direct from us will please note that in future the wrapper
will not only have their name nnd address, but also the
date on which their subscription expires. For instance,
"Jnn. 06" printed on the wmpper means that the subscription is paid up to that time, nnd implies that for 1006 the
subscription is still due.
Heretofore we mailed ti receipt for all remittances for
subscriptions. This will be discontinued with the direct
subscriptions. In future, the chnnge or date on the wrapper will be the receipt. Ir tl1c date is not changed on the
wrapper or the first number received after payment has
been made, kindly defer writing to us until you have seen
the following number.
Subscribers paying nn ngent, minister, or teacher will
please note that the agent cannot remit every quarter to
us ns he gets it, but must wait until a larger sum is nc·
cumulated, in order to s1wc time nnd expense. It may
happen, therefore, that the date on the wrapper hns not
been changed at once after they Juwc paid their subscription to him. Ir, howe,•er, the dntc has not been changed
several months after payment made to the agent, we would
advise you to kindly see him, in order t o avoid misunder•
standing or error.
,vhen paying nn agent, it would be well to hnnd him,
together with the money, that pairt or the wrapper containing your Jlllme and nddress, to avoid mistakes. The
agents are supplied with receipt blanks free of charge from
us nml arc therefore in ai position to give the subscriber
n receipt.
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St. Louis, Mo., December, 1906.
Christmas Hymn.

Rejoice, 0 soul!
Thy burden roll
U pon the arms extended ;
His nnt.'ll dn.y
Returns to sny
Thy God hn.th t hee befriended.
Sing loud nnd clear,
Uproot thy fear,
Joy wit.hont bound or measure
Should fill thy hcUJ"t,
If thou hast pn.rt
In this glad Christmns treasure.
Let on thy face
The smile of grace
Spcn.k of the heart's thnnksgh·ing.
The Father's gift
Thy soul should lift
An<I show in nil thy living.
Jesus t he Lord,
Our own Adored,
:Urought only joy from l1eaven.
There is no gloom
Within the tomb
For those who arc forgiven.
Then sigh no more,
But from tJ1y store
Bring sunshine to the weary.
Each child of God
W110 lins the Word .
Should mnke some life less dre1iry.
· Selected.

True Christmas Joy.
Christmas is coming. Day of gladness and of
joy I At no season of the year is there such general
joy among all classes of people as in the merry
Christmas season. But not n.11 this Christmas joy

No. 12.

is of the right kiuc1. Much of it is only earthly joy.
Much of it is even sinful ; for there are those who
look upon Christmas merely as a good time for grat- ifyiog the desires of the flesh, and who give themselves up to sinful pleasures, which injure both body
and soul.
True Christmas joy is joy in the Lord. It is joy
over the birth o.f n Savior.. The angel who brought
t.he Clu-istmas message said, "I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day, in the city of David,
a Savior, which is Christ the Lord." The tidings
macle known the birth of a Savior, and that is what
mac1e them tidings of great joy. So true Christmas
joy is joy over the birth of this Savior. ''Unto you
is born a Savior !" That is the source a~d ground
of all true Christmas joy.
True Christmas joy is therefore experienced by
those only who feel the need of a Savior. They have
come to the knowledge of their sin and of God's
·wrath over sin. To them there can be no greater
joy than the joy over the Savior born at Bethlehem.
In Him they have the Redeemer from sin and wrath,
the Deliverer from death and every woe, the Comforter in all ·sorrows and afflictions. As helpless,
lost, and condemned sinners they come to this
Savior and find in Him help for the helpless, salvation for the lost, heaven for the condemned. Believing in this Savior, they have nothing to fear. "For
God so loved the world that He gave His onlybegotten Son, th9:t whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life."
This true Christmas joy is intended for all. The
angel said, "I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people." To all classes, all
ages, all colors, all races - ~ all people. It is the
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Savior of sinners that is born at Bethlehem; and as wretchedness and woe, weeping and wailing; no
He is the S::nior of all sinners, so the Christmas hope, no comfort.
joy is for all. "This is a faithful saying, and
If a murderer be sentenced to prison for life, he
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came ma.y have no hope ever to regain his freedom in this
into the world to saxe sinners; of which I am life; but with deatJ1 his imprisonment must end.
chief," says the apostle. The Savior came to save He, however, who enters the prison of hell has no
sinners, even the chief of si1mers. There is none such hope; for since Iris life takes no end, so also
excepted, no, not one. Man may by his unbelief his imprisonment is everlasting: endless tort-ure
shut himself out from this Christmas joy, but God and pain is his doom. We ma.y compare hell to a
does not shut him out. The young ancl the old, the debt whereof the interest is paid, but the principal
high and the low, the colored ancl the white, the always l'emains; thus the damned are ever torlearned and the unlearned, the rich ancl the poor, mented, but all their tortures will never be able to
the merry and the weeping - they all, all may share pay tl1e debt.
Here, then, is denth without hope of life; darkthis Christmas joy and give glory to God in the
highest, as in the Gospel there is now proclaimed ness, without a ray of light; sadness, without a
peace on earth and good will to men, to all men.
vestige of joy. Here is no love, but only hatred;
"Unto you is born a Savior!" That is the good no happiness, but only sorrow; no pleasure, but
news which makes Christmas so glad, and from only pain. Hell is the home of malevolence, diswhich all true Christmas joy springs. Accept the trust, horror, and despair, the habitation of neverglad tidings and receive the Savior whom they offer ending remorse, discord, and conftisiou, the kingto you. Your heart will then be gladdened, and dom of everlasting evil.
the Savior's birth will be to you the never-failing
0 how can we escape from this place of torment
spring of Christmas joy.
and anguish? Christ Himself tells us Matt. 7, 13:
"Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate,
and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction,
or Hell.
and many there be which go in thereat."
The
The unbelievers will rise to everlasting shame broad way leads to destruction; this is the way of
and eternal contempt. According to Scripture hell the ungodly. Let us beware of this way ancl walk
is the place where the unbelievers will pass their upon the narrow path of faith which leads to life
eternity of torhue and torment. It was in hell that eternal in heaven. Christ says that He is the way
the rich man lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and the door; by a childlike faith in Him let us
Luke 16, 23. God did not prepare this place of tor- walk upon the road to heaven, and thus escape the
ment for men, but for the devil and his angels; it broad way and its awful end.
Oh, my SiLvior, help afford
is man's own fault if the righteous God must conBy 'l'hy Spirit and Thy Word!
demn him to this habitation of the evil spirits. He
\Vhen my wnywnrd heart would st.my,
that fears not God must bear.the penalty of his sins,
Kee1> me in I.he na rrow way;
the destruction of body and soul in hell.
Grnce in time of need supply,
And who can describe the horrors of hell! It is
While I lh·c, and when I die.
a chamber of tortures, a pit of death, a house of
F. J. L.
lamentation. Hell is a sea without bounds, an abyss
without bottom, the home of dark-ness, ·wretchedness,
Christmas and the .Missionary Spirit.
and woe. It is the pit from whence ascend cries for
help without·being heard; a depth where all weep, but
Those whose hearts are filled with the Christmas
no one is moved to compassion; there all are for- tidings will also know something of the missionary
saken, but no one will comfort. Of the damned we spirit which moves Christians to make lmown to
read Is. 66, 24 : "Their worm shall not die, neither others the glad tidings of a Savior in whom they
shall.their fire be quenched; and they shall be an ab- have found peace and salvation. It was this spirit
horring to all flesh." Whoever once enters the prison which moved the shepherds, after they had found
of hell will never leave it, neither is there any al- the newborn Savior, to make ''known abroad the
leviation or temporary respite. The rich man could saying which was told them concerning this Child.''
not even so much as get a drop of water to cool his It was this spirit which made the apostles confess,
parched tongue. No redemption, no relief ! Only. "We cannot but speak the things which we have
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seen and heard." As a lighted candle cannot help
shining, so a Christia11 who rejoices over the birth
of a Sa,·ior cannot help making ]mown to others
this Savjor ancl the salvation which js found in Him.
Luther therefore says in his preface to a hymn book
of 15-L5 : "Goel has gladdened our hearts and minds
through His dear Son whom Ile gave for us, to
redeem. us :from sin, cleath, and the devil. And
whosoever believes this L-i·uly cannot do otherwise
than sing of it gladly and cheerfully, so that others
also may hea1· it and obtain the same joy and comfort from it."
1'hc Rev. Ahlfeld, the well-known German pastor, relates the following incident from bis own life:
At the uni versity, one C'hristmas Eve, a number
of young theologians met to spend the evening together. Soon a jurist entered and said, "What are
you talking abou t?"
We were just talking about the birth of God's
, '011 and the greatness o.f that deed of God's grace
clone for the world in the blessed Christmas time."
'J'he jurist continued, "Do you really believe
that Cod's Son became man?"
"Yes !" all replied.
But the jurist said, "If you really believe it,
then that grace must fill your hearts and burn
within you like fire under your soles. It woul~l not
let you rest until that message be brought to all
the worlcl."
With clowncast eyes each of the young men said
within himself : "Lord, I believe ! Increase my
faith and drive off all unbelief!'!
~fay this be our prayer ! With the increase of
faith in t he Christmas tidings_will also come the
increase of the missionary spirit.

The Fi_r st Gospel Serm~n in New Zealand.
'!'he first Gospel sermon in New Zealand was
a Olu·istmas sermon, preached to the Maoris, or
natives of that country, by the Rev. Samuel Marsden, English chaplain to a colony in Australia.
He had, at different times, been visited by Maoris
and their chiefs in his liome at Sydney and had
won their love and esteem by his kindness. · When
he landed in New Zealand, December 19, .1814, he
was welcomed by the natives as a friend. On Christmas Day of that same year the Gospel of Jesus
was for the first time preached to the Maoris. 'l'he
service, which began at 10 o'clock in the morning
of the first Christmas Day, was held in the open
air, benches and a pulpit having been prepared
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by the ship's crew, who also attended the services.
'I'he :Maori chiefs led their people to the place
and arranged them in n circle near the pulpit.
'Rev. Marsden opened the service by singing tl1e
100th P aim and by reading the beautiful Christmas liturgy. The text of his sermon was the angel's
Christmas message : " Behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, wltich shall be unto all people.
For unto you is born this day, in the city of David,
a ':wior, which is Christ the Lorcl." Marsden spoke
in English, which only the chiefs understood, they
having learned something of that language during
their ,iisits in Australia. The Maoris complained
that Lhe sermon was too long and that they could
not understand it. One of the chiefs requested
them to keep silence and be patient, as it all would
be explained to them in their own language. So
t he sermon was interpreted to the natives by one of
thcfr chiefs, who also later on pro\•ed a faithful
f:riencl to the missionaries.
oon after Marsden's visit to New Zealand misionaries began missjon work among the Maoris,
and many mission stations were organized. In 1835
the translation of the Bible was completed. It was
eagerly bought and read by the Maoris. An old
chief, in a letter reques~ng the missionery tu atmd
him a Maori Bible, called the Bible a rifle with
which he could shoot the evil spirit.
'l'he Lutheran cbmch also has for some years
carried on mission work ·among the Maoris, ancl
many souls have been saved by the pure preaching
of the good tidings of great joy. Recently a Maori
you th entered our Lutheran seminary at Springfield, Ill., with the view of preparing" himself for
mission work among his countrymen.

A Blessed Christmas.

--

It was a bright winter morning. 'fhe bells of

an old country church called the members of the
country parish together for the Christmas service.
The church was nearly full, wheii the old clergyman
entered, who had been pastor of that parish for
many and many a long year. Old he was in years,
but his steps were still firm, and his eyes were still
bright as he looked round on his dear p_eople, to
whom he was again to bring the glad Christmas
message as he had done for so many years.
The last verse of the first hymn had been sung,
when a stranger entered and quietly took a seat.
He was a tall man and his sunburnt face told of
many travels. As the service passed on, he gazed
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earnestly upon the scene before him and
attenth-ely to every word that fell from
pastor·s lips. "Unto us a Child is bom,
n on is gfreu," was the text from which

listened
the old
unto us
the veu-

H e ga,•e His only-begotten 'on, tha t whosoever believeth in Him should nol perish. but h:.n-c e,·erlasting life."
After the service the people ca111c fo rth with

...

CHRISTMAS.
"Now let us nil with gllldsome cheer
Follow the shepherds und draw nellr,
To see the wondrous gift of God,
Who hnth Hi11 own dellr Son bestowed.

erable parson preached his Christmas sermon. In
plain, simple words he told his people or the unspeakable gift of God, who "so loved the world that

"Gh•e heed, my henrt, lift up thine eyes!
Whnt is it in yon mnnger lies?
Who is this child so young llnd fnir?
Dear little Jesus lieth there."

smiling faces and cheerful voices, wishing one another n. "Merry Christmas" as they went on their
way to their happy homes.
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When the r est had all l eft t he chu l'chyar d, the
sLmngcr still linger ed behind. He slowly wanc1erecl
umong t he g rnves, sighing gently to himself as h e
thought o.l' lhe q ujet clcad who hacl passecl away lo
thefr rest, ancl o.f his own stor my life. For Charles
Dallas hac1 been possessed of a r estless spfrit from
boyhood up. 'l'wenty-two years ago, when he wns
bu t t hirteen yem·s olcl, he had left that happy counlr.r place, a truan t .from his home; nn cl since then
he had been a wand erer, kn owing n o home and finding no r es t i ng-placc. Afte r man , year. there came
in to hi s hcal't a. longing for home, fL yearning fo l'
(·he old scenes and the cl ear facer:: or early clays, ancl
al'Ler a long jom-ney he r eac-l1 c<l t-l1e country village
t·ha t win ter morning when lhu chnrch bell. were
c·:tl Ii ng the people to the Chrjstm as . en ·ice. Ile h ad
en ter ed f-lic chnrc-h aucl listened to the ser vice, espc·ially to t he Chri sLmas ti.clings o[ Gocl's g1·cn.t lorn
f'or ·inners. Now he wandered to ancl f'ro abou t the
clmrchyan l as j( thinking of ~omcthing which he
yet he. itat·cil lo clo. And t hen, as h e stoocl, there
c-a111 c lhc old pastor on h is way from Lhe church to
the parsonage. Bent· wi Lh t he weight of years, whi te
wi th lhc snow or many wi nlcrs h e slowly picked
his way t hrough the clrnrchyarcl townrcls the little
door which openecl into t he ·gurclcn of the parsonage.
When he came n ear that door, his eyes sucldculy
Jightccl upon the strn.ngm· standing wjth iolcl ecl arms
ancl gazing tipon him wj th a. look oC minglccl rcvCl'CllCe ancl affection.
'£he olcl pastor, lifting hi s ha t, snid, "A merry
Chris tmas to you, sir, and n happy new yea r!"
'£he stranger at :first made 110 reply, but theu,
s tepping forward a few paces, excluimccl, " Father,
don' t you r ecollect me?"
'l'he old man turned pale, and staggered back as
if he hac1 been shot.
"CIJarles !" he exclaimccl after a moment, during
which he appeared. to be gasping fo1· breaLh. " Cau
it be-is it my boy? Do I rcaJly Ji\'C to see him
again with these olcl eyes?'' \Vi th a long, eager
look he seized the yotu1g man' s hand, ancl in another
moment clas1>ecl him in his arms.
'l'encler and loving indeed was the meeting of
the two. Charles soon inquired after his mother.
The old man pointed upwards to heaven, and then
led his son to a corner of the churchyard. "Here,"
he saicl, "lies all that was mo1·tal of her, and at her
side will soon be my resting place."
Charles made no reply, but taking off bis bat,
knelt down in prayer at the foot of his mother's
grave. Then he rose, and linking bis arm in that of
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hi:;: father mor ed !;lowly Crom the spot. They passecl
through the garden to the parsonage and entered the
study, where they hacl :-t long t·alk together, speaking
of . in a Del o.f God's grace. 'l'hc son asked and r ec-eivecl the forgircncss of his father, who assured him
also of the , 'avior 's forgi\-encss, who came to save
sinner . It wa a blessecl Chr istmas for the son. H e
had come back, n ot only to his earthly father, but
al.-o to his heaYcnly Father, and ther e was joy in the
p resen ce of: the angels of Goel over a repenting sinner. ] t was a blessed Christmas for the olcl father.
H e could joyfully exclaim, "'l'his my sou was dc:1,l,
arnl i:- al h·e again ; he wa s lost, an.cl is foun rl."

North Carolina Letter.
l t ha. been a bu. Y. season for our m1ss1onar,v
IJ1·ct hren. 'J.' hc han ·cst-home and mission festivals,
whi ch generally begin ill July and end in October,
make t he few laborers we now ha,·c hustle. But
the,· do it gladly. F or at these gatherings, some o[
t hem being mass m eetings, a large number o[ christlcss aucl churchless souls is reached that otherwise
woulcl not come under th e souncl of the Gospel. 'l'he
people, too, deligh t nnu take an acfo·e part in these·
meetings, and t he contl'ibut ions for mission pmpo cs during t:hc Inst years have materially i11e:rcusctl.
But with the rcopcuing or t he schools the busiest
season begins. Evei·y missionary has Crom three to
four congt·egations, far apart, to sc1·vc. Two and
three sc.rmons a week have to be prepared catcchetieal classes to be instructed, ancl some of the brethren teach school .fhre days a. week for nine 01· teu
mon ths. :i\:Cu.y the Lord gi,•e them st rength to labor
foitlrtully, courage to . face aml ove1·comc obstacles,
and ch eerfulness to pmy an.cl work though the fruits
be small. '£hey shall reap if they faint not.
On the 28th of Oetol>er l:he cougregetion at Concord celebrated the a.nuiversary of the Reformation.
'l'he writer was invited to clcliver the sc1·111011. As
usnnl, n large a.ncl attent.ive audience gathered in
the sauctuo1·y, and the "Battle Hymn" was sung
with an emphasis and bea1·tiness which inclicnted a
united action of hearts and tongues. The choir,
under the leadership of the pastor, added much to
the services by a happy rendition of two' appropriate
anthems.
The children's service in the afternoon was also
well attended. l\fr. M. Carter, who has ·been in
charge of the school since February, 1905, conducted
this service. It was a pleasure to listen to the ques-
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t.ions and answers on the History of the Reformation. Both teacher and children seemed to delight
in it and be proud of it, and so it ought to be.
Church History k:uows of no greater spiritual battle
than that which Luther and his coworkers fought
£or tll'e emanci'pation of the Church. It can point
to no greater victory than that which they achieved,
the botmtiful :fruits of which we are reaping.
Well may every Lutheran, every Protestant, indeed,
delight in that story, and thank God for the victory won.
On the following Sunday the Reformation anniversary was obsenecl at Inunanucl College. We
were pern:utted to use the public school house for
thi~ service. Our four theological stuucnts addressed
the audience on the following subjects: M:r. Charley
Pla,y on ''The Condition of the Church before and
at the Time of the Reformation;" Mr. Fred. Ford
on " 'l'be Childhood and Youth of the Reformer;"
)fr. John Alston on "The Direct Cause and Beginnfog of the Reformation," and Mr. F rank Alston on
" The Discovery of the Bible by Luther." The young
men acquitted themselves creditably. About one
hund1·ecl people attended these services.
A new department has been added to our Institution. The girls receive instruction in sewing, embroidery, etc. The teacher is M:iss Violette McGill,
a graduate from Scotia Seminary at Concord.
We have at present 62 regular students, all
crowded uncomfortably together. The parochial
school occupies a room in the Girls' D~rmitory and
has 30 regular scholars. May the Lord continue to
prosper the work of our hands!
N. J. B.

New Orleans Items.
was celebrated by special services
in all our churches, the children, as usual, playing
n prominent part in the celebrations. The program
at Bethlehem Chapel was particularly elaborate, and
though some of the children might have been more
attentive, the program as a whole was well car1·ied
out. Prof. Wenger, of Luther College, delivered an
appropriate address.
REFORMATION

:Mia. J. G. GEHNER has been transferred from
Bethlehem School to the new station at Napoleonville. Though this is a loss to Bethlehem, it is
clear to •us all that Napoleonville needed him more.
The former is not suffering neglect, since Messrs.
Wilder and Odendahl are still on duty there.

l\fn. THEO. WILDER was formally installed as
t<.'ncher of the upper grades of Bethlehem School.
The ceremony took place at Bethlehem Church on
the 22d Sunday after Trinity. Ur. \Vilde1· is a
gracluate of our A~lclison Seminary and n. classmate
of Mr. Geimer. May God prosper his work at
Bethlehem!
ST. PAUL'S Sm-roor. is filled to overfl owing.
More room is urgently needed. As it 1s, a pol"tiou
of Luther College is occupied by some of the upper
school grades, iu consequence of which a small room
OX9 feet, not intenclecl for a class-room at all, must
now frequently accommodate 16 pupils. During
the month of Octobei; St. Paul's School t umecl in
b1ition fees aggregating $72.00.
l\fouNT ZION SCHOOL also is still increasing its
roll of pupils. The other clay i\Ir. l\fcibohm had
108 children present in his class-room. If we clo
not succeed in getting a thircl mm1 for the school,
we shall have to refuse lo lake in any more new
pupils. But we are still hopiug. 'l'he tuition fees
cl.ming the month of October amounted to $50.00.
LUTHER COLLEGE has no organ. 'l'he normal
students have to go over into the cold church for
their daily exercises. Who will help Luther College
to get an organ ?
God's Gift to Man.
JOJIN

3, 10.

For God so lo,·ctl the world · 0 wondrous words of love!
He sent H is only Son
From thnt bright home nbovc.
0 precious love untold,
So beautiful nnd llcnr !
He gnvc His only Son
'l'o save the people here.
0 precious gift to-man,
'l'hnt those who do believe
Should perish not, but shn.Jl
Eternal life receive.
1',orget not these sweet words
As told so long ngo.
God gave -His only Son
Because He loved us so.
Dear Lord, fill our cold hearts
With hol:r love di\'ine,
l'hat we may be ns lights
Within this world to shine.
ESTJIER PE'rEBSO~.

"rhe Lutheran Pioneer.
NOTES.
CLOSE OF VOLUME. - This number closes another volume of the LU'.1.'HERAN PIONEER, and we
would remind our readers and friends of our. mission that the beginning of a new volume is the best
Lime of the year to secure new subscribers. The
Christmas season is a senson of gifts. Why nol
gladden the heart of the little PIONEER with the
present of an enlarged subscription .list? Our
friends will not forget t hat any profits arising -from
our mission papers are de,•oted to our mission work,
and that circulating our mission papers is accordingly a twofold benefit.
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of a century, has been doing mission work among
the colored people, and her work in church and
school has not been in vain. It has been a blessing
to many of the colored race for time and eternity.
Still, as in all our mission fields, more could be
done, if the men ancl the means were for thcoming.
Especially at the present time, when by the blessing
of God our mission work amoug the colored people
is expanding and is in need o-f larger contributions
and more liberal suppor t, our Lutheran Christians
should be roused to greater zeal for this important
mission iu our own "Africa at home."

Napoleonville.
THE CLOSING YEAR. - The closing year has
been called "a year of calami ties." Says a New
York paper : " The passing year bas been so full
of horrors that ordinary people dread to look at the
morning papers." And another secular paper recently had an article lmder the sb·iking heading,
" The Act of God," in which the writer speaks of
the "monumental calami ties of the passing year,
:furnishing such a list as few, if any year, has
shown." To the Christian the increasing calamities ar e par tly reminders of the fact that in the
midst of life we are in death, and partly signs of
the corning end of all things. They add force to
the Lord's repeated admonition : "W'atch therefore ;
I.or ye know not what hour your Lord doth come ;"
" Take ye heed, watch and pray; for ye lmow not
when the time is ;" "Watch ye therefore, and pray
always."
A1mICA A'l' Hol m. - A Philadelphia paper,
speaking of "evils among the colored people" and
of the "responsibility of the churches for the religio11s nurture of the colored race," says: "The
white people of the country, North and South, have
a heavy responsibility for their neglect of this race,
which, through no choice of its own, has been
brought to this country and commi ttecl to the
charge of our people. Never was so great a charge
more fatefully neglected. The churches of America
give millions upon millions for the support of missions in Africa, India, China, and Japan; but they
practically leave ten millions of home-born Africans
to fall back into barbarism: When we read o!
generosity to foreign missions we rejoice; but when
we think of our forgotten Africa at home we say,
These things ought we to have done, and not to
leave the other undone."
·
· The Lutheran cnurch, for more than a quarter

Surrounded by extensive sugar-cane plantations,
on the banks of Bayou Lafourche, in the southern
par t of the S tate of Louisiana, lies the little city
of Napoleouvil1e. Perhaps the pages of the PIONEER
never would have known even the name of this
lit tle town if it bad not been for what the Lord did
through the instrumentality of our good friend ·
Mr. Joe Nelson, a member of Rev. Lankenau's colored congregation at New Orleans and a native of
Napoleonville. H aving returned to his native city
after some years' residence in New Orleans where
he had become a Lutheran, Mr. Nelson succeeded
in getting his fellow-townsmen interested in the
work of the Lutheran church among the colored
people of the South. In June of this year the first
Lutheran service was held out there by Pastor Lankcnau with more than a hundred colored hearers in
attendance. Mr. Nelson continued his missionary
activity, Pastor Lankenau went out to preach as
often as circumstances would permit, and it soon
developed that here was a field ready for the harvest
if only men ancl means could be found to occupy it.
The prospects for opening up mission schools not
only in Napoleonville, but in neighboring towns and
villages as well, seemed particularly bright. The
people of the former place promised active cooperation if a man were sent to tnke charge of the work.
But there was the rub, _:. it seemed impossible to
find a man. Besides, there was opposition ·on the
part of such church denominations as were already
in the field. During the month of October a school
was opened 1mder the auspices of a local colored
Baptist congregation in, the very building in which
Pastor Lankenau held his services and which would
have been at our disposal had we been in a position
to claim it. Promises had been made, but could
not be kept. Mr. Nelson wrote to Pastor !Lankenau
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and also to the Mission Board at St. Louis, imploring them to send a man into the field at tl1e AltERlXANISCIIER KALE!'iDER fucr dcutsehc Lutheraner n.uf
enrliest possible moment. The Board did the only
dns Jnhr 1007. Concordia Publishing House, St . Louis,
l\Io. Price, 10 ets.
thing possibl~ under the circumstances, - a teacher
This wcleontc nnd useful nnnunl contains SS ))ages this
from Bethlehem School at New Orleans was trans- year. Dcsidcs the usual cnlcnclar and statistienl matter it
13 J>:igcs of cntcrtn.ining nnd profitable rending
rerred to N.1poleouville. Circumstances prevented contains
matter, t he article of special interest being n. life sketch of
Pnstor Lankenau from mnk-ing the trip, and so the Paul Gerhardt, the celebrated and beloved Lutheran hymn
t he three-hundredth nnnivcr ary of whose birth is
undersigned, together with l\fr. Geimer, the new writi:r,
to be commcmorntcd in March, 1007. The .Almnnnc is
teacher, went out to Napoleonville ou Saturday, • adorned with several illustrations nnd brings also a very
beautiful colored picture illustrn.ting the Savior's words:
No,·ember 3, intending to holcl sen'ices there on "Behold,
I stand at the door and knock," Rev. 3, 20.
the next clay and to open up a school on the follow- SYNODAT,11Emc111• des ,:visconsin-Distrikts. Concordia l'ub•
ing Monday. Mr. Nelson hacl again made a canlishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 15 cts.
This pamphlet contains t he proceedings of the Wi scon·
vass of the field ; . he hacl also found a. hall tolerably
sin District of the l\1issomi Synod. It mn.y well be usccl
suited for the home of our new school. On Sunday ns n missionnry t.rnct to awnkcn greater interest in the
two ser,1ices were held. In the morning between mission work of the Church. The President's opcninrr ad•
dress points out the duty of fostcrin,, our Collc,.,.cs" and
fifty and sixty people were present, and more than Seminaries, they being indispensable to::' prcpnrin,.,. h\borcrs
a hundred attended the night service. The lamps for t he mission field. The doctrinal paper sets forth the
truth thnt a truly Lutheran congregation is filled with t he
ior the latter had been borrowed in the neighbor- missionary spirit and is therefore a t all t imes active in
hood, and an enthusiastic neighbor even tendered mission work at home and abroad. The Report of t he
)Iission Board and of the Director of Missions gi\•cs nn in•
the use of his organ, which was "toted" over into tcrcsting and cncourn~ing account of the work done in the
the hall by a number of young men equally enthu- large mission field of the district during the Inst two yc:mi!.
_siastic. We are not drawing hasty conclusions from
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the interest shown by these people in our services.
Much of it will wear off in time because it is not
Received for Colored Missions from :Mount Cnh•ary
truly spiritual. But on the other hand, it is cer- Church in Mount Pleasant, N. C., $10.00; St. Peter's
Church at Dry's Schoolhouse, N. C., 5.00; Mount Zion
tainly evident that the Lord has opened a door for Church in New Orlea ns, La., 35.00; Bethlehem Church in
us, and we would be faithless to our charge if we New Orleans, Ln., 25.00; St. Paul's Church, l\1:insurn., La.,
10.00; St. Matthew's Church, Meherrin, Va., 20.00; St.
did not make the most of the opportunity presented Pnul's Church, New Orleans, Ln.., 35.00; Gm.cc Church,
Concord, N. C., 10.00; St. Paul's Church, Clui.rlottc, N. C.,
to us.
5.00; Detl1lchcm Church, :Monroe, N. C., 2.50.
On Monday morning the school was opened.
For lmmcm11cl OoZlcgc: From Ellen Brnnclfort, Little
'l'went:Y minutes after the doors and shutters of the Rock, .Ark., 100.00.
St. Louis, M:o., No,,. 16, 1000. A. c. BURGDORP, Treas.
hall had been thrown open to the bright morning
sunshine l\fr. Gehner had things in readiness for
E,·nngellcnl Lutheran Colored Churches.
the pupils that were to come. And they soon came.
NEW ORLEANS, LA.
Chapel, 1625 Annette St., ncnr N. Clnibomc St.; t,•. J. Llln•
Ten children made their appearance on that day St. Paul'•
kennu, l'nstor.
Divine Services: Sunday, 11 A. u. 11nd 'i.301•. ir.; Wedncsdny,
and nine m~re were announced by their mothers.
7.30 l', u.
Mou11t
Zion
Church, Frnnklln and 'l'hnlln SIB.; K. Kretzschmnr, Pnsto1·.
On a hasty canvass of several families who had
Divine Services: Sundny, 11 A. ir. nnd 7.S0 P. lll.; Thursday,
7.30
1•.
)I.
promised to send their children we found that some Betl1lehem Cl,apel, Washington A\·e. nnd Dryndes St.
Dlvlno Services: Sundny, 10 A. ar. and 7.30 l'. M.; Tlrnrsdny,
were only waiting until they should hear that the
7.ao 1•. a,.
SPUI:SGFIELD, ILL.
school was really in running order, while others had
Church; L. E. 'l'hnlloy, Pnstor.
already entered the Baptist school and had paid Holy Trinity
Divine Services: S1mdny, 10.30 A. u. nnd SP. lll.
their tuition for the month, but would come to the
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Lutheran school at the beginning of the next month.
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We are very hopeful in regard to this new field and in advance o.t the following rates, postage included, to•wit:
are praying to God to send us more men to do the
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work that is awaiting us out there. May every
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faithful friend of our Mission upon reading this
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Club rates only allowed if all copies are to be sent to
unite his prayer with ours.
one address. - In St. Louis by mail or carrier, 35 cents.
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comes but once a yef!r,
And when it comes it brings good cheer."
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